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From the Pastor’s Pen-Cell  

By the time this NewsBrief arrives, we’ll be looking at our celebration of Easter hope, completing our 
penitential period of Lent with Palm/Passion Sunday, Maundy Thursday, and Good Friday.  On Easter, the 
Grove City College Touring Choir will be at First Presbyterian Church to assist our expression of joy over 
the Resurrection.  Put Easter worship on your calendar.  Make it a priority.  When you get your calendar 
out put, Maundy Thursday down, too.  “Maundy” comes from the Latin, Maundatum, which means 
“command.”  Jesus commanded when he said, “Do this in remembrance of me.”  He didn’t say, “I suggest 
that you . . . “ or “It would be nice for you to . . .” but, “Do this.”  Presbyterians have historically seen 
Maundy Thursday as our “day of obligation” because the focus on the Last Supper is commanded.  

I predict that Rick Warren’s new book, The Purpose Driven Life, will be a best seller.  He reminds us that 
the search for purpose has puzzled people for years because we typically begin at the wrong starting point 
– ourselves.  We ask self-centered questions like:   

What do I  want to be?  
What should I  do with my life?  
What are my goals, my ambitions, my dreams? 

Focusing on ourselves will never reveal our life’s purpose.    

Could popular books, movies, and seminars be wrong when they suggest that you can discover your life’s 
meaning by looking within yourself?  Even when we claim that the starting point for the purpose we were 
created is God, we must admit that we have sometimes tried to use God for our own self-actualization.  
What a revelation when we discover that we were made for God, not vice versa, and life is about letting 
God use us for God’s purposes, not our using God for our own.  

Chris Lehman, a deputy editor for Washington Posts “Book World” sprays some bullets at run of the mill 
Presbyterian types, whom he claims are tediously bent on advertising their own social righteousness.  He 
also lowers the boom on Warren and writes:  

When Warren turns his utility-minded feel-speak upon the symbolic iconography of the faith, the 
results are offensively pathetic: "When Jesus stretched his arms wide on the cross, he was saying, 
'I love you this much.' " But God needs to be at a greater remove than a group hug. Surely we lose 
something if we apprehend the Bible, and the language of faith, as little more than a lesson book.  

The Bible records that as Jesus’ arms were forcibly stretched on the cross, he said he didn’t have 
Valentine thoughts of “I love you this much,” but painful, deep, personal questions and requests and 
pronouncements: 

 Father forgive them for they do not know what they are doing. (John 19:17) 
 This day you will be with me in paradise (Luke 23:43) 
 Woman behold your son . . . (Luke 23:34) 
 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? (Mark 15:34) 
 I thirst.  (John 19:28) 
 It is finished. (John 19:30) 
 Into your hands I commit my spirit.  (Luke 23:46)  

“It is finished?”  What was finished?  His purpose?  God’s purpose?  Certainly we’ll find out on Easter.  

Good Friday…         Sesame Street’s lovable characters, Bert and 
Ernie, teach kids of all ages marvelous things.  Bert 



asked Ernie, “Ernie, how many seasons are there?” 
And Ernie replied, “Four: spring, summer, fall and 
winter.”  I have been told that here in Rochester we 
actually have five seasons: spring, summer, fall, 
winter, and mud.  Ah, yes, Mud Season.  The time 
following spring equinox until the ground finally 
absorbs all the runoff.  The time in which our lawns 
have this mucky patina and our cars are constantly 
smeared. 
       We do all we can to minimize this Mud Season.  
We deny it exists, we engage in vigorous spring 
cleaning, we wear shorts in 40 degree weather that 
feels like a heat wave.  Our minimization of Mud 
Season is similar to our glossing over Good Friday. 
       Did you notice once St. Patrick’s Day ended, all 
the mall displays, television and print ads, and 
house decorations sported saccharine bunnies and 
brightly colored eggs?  Wegman’s changed its 
candy display from red, pink and white Valentine’s 
to pastel eggs and bunnies as early as February 15th.  
Our culture makes no room for the incredible 
suffering and death of Jesus Christ on Good Friday.  
We skip right to Easter Sunday’s bright lilies and 
joyful anthems. 
       Think about it: what was good about Good 
Friday?  After a triumphal entry into Jerusalem on 
Palm Sunday in which those following Jesus were 
convinced their King would overthrow the 
oppressing Romans, Christ was instead betrayed, 
stripped, beaten, humiliated, nailed to a cross and 
forced to suffer a torturous death. 
       We do our best to anesthetize ourselves from 
suffering – both the suffering of Jesus and our own.  
We hold suffering at a distance.  We have highly 
developed coping mechanisms allowing us to 
remain functional.  While our coping strategies are 
often good, sometimes circumstances overwhelm 
even our most carefully made contingency plans.  
We lose jobs, our fixed incomes are threatened by 
the economic downturn, our nation threatens war, a 
loved one becomes sick, a friend dies.  These tragic 
events hurt us deeply.  Yet our culture encourages 
us to pick ourselves up, brush away the muddiness 
of hurt, and move on with life.   
       Yet, we need the muddiness.  Without the mud, 
we would not have the rich soil from which our 
daffodils, crocuses and snowdrops emerge.   
       We need to experience Good Friday.  Without 
Christ’s redeeming death, God would have to 
punish us for our sins in the same way God 
continuously punished the Israelites for turning 
from God.   The good news of Good Friday is that 

Jesus Christ suffered pain and death so that we 
might experience life in all its abundance.   
       We need to acknowledge that an abundant life is 
one that includes pain.  If we are unwilling to feel 
the pain, we cannot heal the pain.  Jesus knows our 
pain. He experienced it.  Linking ourselves to him, 
we lay claim to God’s promise we never suffer 
alone.  Rituals like Good Friday worship help us to 
feel the pain and lay claim to God’s healing promise 
of life abundant. 
       “Hey Bert!”  
     “Yes Ernie?”  
     “I have fun in all the seasons!”   
Knowing that Jesus is with us in all the seasons of 
our lives, we too can experience even the Mud 
Season.  

                  Carrie   

 

By the time we finish this month’s readings, we will 
have read a third of the Bible!  We return to the exciting 
narratives of the Israelites in a time where Moses and all 
the elders who wandered in the wilderness are dead.  
New generations are led first by Joshua, then various 
Judges appointed by God, and finally kings.  In the New 
Testament, we finish Paul’s magnificent letter to the 
Romans and spend the majority of the month reading 
this year’s lectionary synoptic gospel, Mark.  Both Old 
and New Testament readings remind us that despite our 
sins, God remains with us and tries every way to be in 
meaningful relationship with us.    

APRIL 
 1.  Josh. 1-3/Ps. 37  17.  Judg. 15, 166/Mark 5 
 2. Josh. 4, 5/Rom 10  18.  Judg. 17, 18/Mark 6 
 3. Josh. 6, 7/Rom. 11   19.  Judg. 19, 20/Ps. 44 
 4. Josh. 8, 9/Rom. 12  20.  Judg. 21/Mark 7  
 5. Josh. 10, 11/Ps. 38  21.  Ruth 1, 2/Mark 8 
 6. Josh. 12-15/Rom. 13  22.  Ruth 3, 4/Ps. 45 
 7. Josh. 16-19/Rom. 14  23.  I Sam. 1-3/Mark 9 
 8. Josh. 20-22/Ps. 39  24.  I Sam. 4-6/Mark 10 
 9. Josh. 23, 24/Rom. 15  25.  I Sam. 7-9/Mark 11 
10. Judg. 1, 2/Rom. 16  26.  I Sam 10, 11/Ps. 46, 47 
11. Judg. 3, 4/Mark 1  27.  I Sam. 12, 13/Mark 12 
12. Judg. 5, 6/Ps. 40, 41  28.  I Sam. 14, 15/Mark 13 
13. Judg. 7, 8/Mark 2  29.  I Sam. 16, 17/Ps. 48 
14. Judg. 9, 10/Mark 3  30.  I Sam. 18, 19/Mark 14 
15. Judg. 11, 12/Ps. 42, 43 
16. Judg. 13, 14/Mark 4 

from Sandy’s desk,,,  
The perspective of this time of year is like 

finally looking out that “cabin” window where 



we’ve been sealed in by all the snow, ice, wind and 
cold, to see emerging patches of green, hear 
honking flocks of geese in northerly flight and smell 
the wonderful musk of thawing, rich and pregnant 
soil.  

Soon we will open the door of our cabin 
prison and step out into warm sunshine and new 
life.  Not at all co-incidentally, in our celebration of 
the Churches’ year (our annual journey through the 
life of Jesus Christ) we enter into the Lenten season, 
accepting the final withdrawal from the world so we 
can meditate, contemplate, take stock and prepare to 
emerge into the joy and sunshine of Easter.   

I would like us to take a backward look, as 
we muse over our seasonal imprisonment, at the 
wonderful growth and accomplishment that we, 
acting as the body of Christ experienced while we 
“hibernated”. From a Christian Education 
standpoint I am very encouraged to be able to say 
that we have had, this year, very active well 
attended Church School and LOGOS programs.  
We experienced a wonderful pageant, held very 
successful “Souper” Bowl and Heifer Fair funds 
gatherings for mission, which taught our children 
the gift of giving.  We have a Children’s Task 
Force, writing and planning for an exciting Church 
School program next year.  We have a newly 
formed Adult Ed. Task Force assessing our current 
educational offerings and looking forward to a 
future, which will provide offerings that honor the 
requests of our people for opportunities to grow in 
knowledge of our God.  Our Wednesday Bible 
studies have been well attended and our plans for a 
Spirituality Event are taking shape. Our Monday 
Prayer and Study group has received, noted and 
prayed for over 450 prayer requests and has noted 
nearly as many blessings to lift in thanks.  We have 
just experienced an exhilarating worship service 
designed and led by our young adults and we have a 
wonderful group of young people preparing for 
their Confirmation.    

We have accomplished much and continue 
to move ahead with God’s help. The most 
encouraging fact, with all of the accomplishments, 
for me, is that while we as a staff endeavor to 
support and encourage and resource the life of this 
congregation, it is the lay membership of this 
church that makes every small and large effort 
possible.  We have much to celebrate together, and 
all to the Glory of Our God.  

As we draw closer and closer to the 
celebration of the Resurrection of our Lord, Easter 
signifies our finally passing through the darkened 

doorway to shed our “cabin fever”. As we pack 
away our coats, scarves, mittens, boots, sleds and 
skis, shovels and snow blowers—we have so much 
to rejoice about.  On that day, we truly can join 
together in a joyous, vibrant ALLELUIA!!!  

Help!!!!

 
Are you looking for a way to serve the Lord 

through Lent?  We are looking for people who can 
help with a few, simple, one-time tasks that can 
accompany prayerful introspection in preparation 
for an Easter celebration.  These are tasks, making 
items and helping our writing team for our new 
curriculum.  

Wanted:

 

     ~ Proof readers to read through our new 
church school lessons as they are being written. 
     ~   Persons with scroll or jig saws who would be 
willing to cut out 3” x ½” wooden figures and 
palettes for our storytelling 
     ~   Persons willing to cover 25 to 50 paper towel 
and toilet tissue cylinders with felt material.  Tubes 
to be used as puppet bases for our storytelling  
     ~  Persons with sewing machines willing to 
repair, launder and make very simple costume 
articles for our new curriculum  

PLEASE!!! call Sandy 586-5688  Ext. 30   

ATTENTION!! 

 

Get ready for Mission: Possible IV!  
Join us in Fellowship Hall on Sunday  
night, April 27 for a great night of  
comedy, song, dance and other great  
surprises 6:15 – 8:15 PM. Tickets go  
on sale starting April 6 after both services. 

      

ULTIMATE CHALLENGE 
from Dan Kulp 

 

Attention all 6-12th graders! Please plan on joining us on 
Saturday, May 10 for the Ultimate Challenge being held 
at the ESL Sport’s Center. This will be your chance to 
have a wild time participation in over 30 interactive 

 



event stations ranging from an obstacle course to a 
football challenge…from sumo wrestling to big glove 
boxing…from an 8500 square foot skate park to 2x2 
basketball. In addition, there will be 10 local and 
national rock bands performing on two different stages. 
Also, the famous speaker Reggie Dabbs, will close out 
the night. The cost is only $10.00! The deadline to sign 
up is April 20. Call Dan at 586-5688 ext. 31 to reserve 
your spot with thousands of teens from all over. 

  

Heifer Fair a Huge Success! 
from Marcia Watt & Roxanne Skuse  

    The final amount raised for our  
Sunday School Mission Project  
(Heifer Project International) is  
$3,158.50. Wow!  This allowed  
us to purchase 1 cow, 5 sheep,  
4 pigs, 13 flocks of chicks, 5  
goats, 5 trios of rabbits, and 3  
sets of tree seedlings. We had money left over for 
the folks at HIP to use where they saw the most 
need. 
    This was the fifth year of the Heifer Fair, and 
clearly an event that we all looked forward to. We 
are grateful to all the teachers and parents who 
helped the children prepare. There were so many 
new and delicious items to purchase! A special 
thank you goes to Trudy Bartleson, who generously 
gave of her time and talent by teaching the fifth 
graders to make the beautiful and extremely 
popular note cards. We sold over $300.00 worth at 
the Fair! We are also very thankful for all the 
members of the congregation who showed their 
support by shopping! The Fair would not have been 
the success it was without them!   

PEACE in the KINGDOM 
Youth Musical Signup

  

Sign Up: Wednesday March 26 (during Logos) 
Sign Up and Information Meeting: 

Sunday, March 30 
(during Fellowship time following 2nd service)  

This year’s musical was first performed by our 
youth in 1997. It was one of our favorites and many 
of the former cast members will confirm this. This 
contemporary drama is based on the Quaker artist, 
Edward Hicks’ painting of “The Peaceable 
Kingdom” in which a little child shall lead 
them…..Isaiah 11:6. Through catchy tunes and 
lyrics, poignant truths are delivered teaching the 
importance of building community and respecting 
all of God’s creation. 

     Rehearsals will begin on April 2 at 4:30 PM in 
the choir room.  For more information contact Dede 
Holmes at dmh91654aol.com or 624-4157. 
SHALOM!                    

House Sitter Available 
from Dan Kulp 

 

     If you are going away for any period of time during 
May and June, Dan Kulp, our Director of Youth 
Ministries would like to house sit for you. He is 
currently sitting for fellow Church members, but needs 
places to stay during these two months. Call Dan at  
317-7335. 

 

OPTIMISTS next meeting will be held on 
Friday, April 4 at 6:15 PM in the Fellowship 
Hall. Our program will be “The Art of Stained 
Glass” by Valerie O’Hara, present owner of the 
75 year old family operated Pike Stained Glass 
Studios (one of the oldest glass studios in the 
country). They designed, made, and installed 
the windows in our sanctuary. 
     We welcome all visitors and newcomers—
singles and couples 50 and over in age, who 
enjoy potluck suppers, interesting programs, 
and good fellowship. For more information, 
please call Sue Suter at 381-5297.             

Attention Ladies! The EVEning Circle 
meets Monday Evening, March 24 between 7 
and 8:30 PM. All women are welcome! This 
month we will be meeting at Tomye Spears 
home at 6 Chatham Woods, 387-9897. 
Please bring your Bible and share in the 
fellowship and discussion of local outreach 
opportunities. Questions? Call Carrie 
Mitchell 586-5688 or Martha Boak 383-
8928.

 



                                                                                                 

O U T R E A C H   

commitment.) Or meet a new friend to 
work with, it is time well spent. Georgia or 
Colleen will be happy to tell you about 
their experiences. Learn more about this 
project that was done in 3 phases by 103 of 
our members. There have been 2 teams 
yearly to attend to this necessary job over 
the past 16 years. So 32 members have 
contributed a turn. Our goal is to keep the 
pieces in mint condition so we can prove 
that the 200-year life expectancy of each 
piece will enhance our Lobby, Narthex and 



HANDS-ON MISSION OPPORTUNITY  

     We have been asked to help. Asbury first Methodist Church has extensive programs to assist the 
disadvantaged in our community. The Asbury Dining Center provides meals every day. Other 
outreach programs include a Laundromat, bicycle repair, clothing and linens, plus help finding jobs, 
furniture and apartments. Many people are needed to keep all these operations afloat. Volunteers 
from a number of other congregations and faiths come regularly to help. 
     Pittsford Presbyterian has been asked to cook and serve 6 Sunday dinners per year. Our next two 
opportunities are May 4 and July 6. Will you give 2 or 3 hours to make sure that this worthy effort 
continues? Those who have already participated have found it to be a very satisfying experience. 
Perhaps your family would enjoy serving together. 
     Please call one of us for further details.  
                   Diana and Peter Hamilton – 427-7244            Bill Start – 383-0756   

PERIMETER WALL  

     In the 1970s Ted Pollock and his wife, Dolly, worked as volunteers at the Christian Industrial 
Training Center (CITC) in Nairobi, Kenya. Started in 1958 by the Anglican Church, this commercial 
and industrial training school serves thousands of orphans who lost their parents during Kenya’s 
struggle for independence. These children between the ages of fifteen and twenty-three, had their 
educations interrupted and had no training to get gainful employment. Training at CITC enables the 
students to participate in manufacturing items for sale which, in turn, helps recover part of the costs of 
the training materials. This school not only offers help physically and mentally, but spiritually as well. 
Every morning the students and staff meet for Bible reading and study. 
     A long-term project at the training school has been the building of a wall around the facility. Ted 
Pollock has partly financed and faithfully supported this project for many years. This August Ted and 
several family and  church members (including Rev. Boak) will be going to Nairobi to attend the 
dedication of this wall that is being built in memory of Ted’s late wife, Dolly. A special plaque is being 
made and will be erected at the site, remembering Dolly as “A Missionary to Africa and Friend of 
CITC”. Dolly was a member of the Mary Weller Circle in our church.  

  

PARENT EDUCATION CLASSES  

     Calvary St. Andrews Preschool and Family Resource Center’s Parent Educator, Linda Murray, offers parent 
education classes for the families of the children in their preschool program. The meet on Thursday evenings, 
from 5:30 – 7:30 PM, following the RCSD schedule. Parents come to meet other parents, gain important 
parenting information, and have a stress free evening. Dinner and childcare are provided by church staff and 
volunteers. They typically feed about 12 adults and 18 children. The program is in need of volunteers to prepare 
the meal, either in the church kitchen, or in their own homes and drop it off at the church. Those who volunteer 
might choose to prepare a meal one Thursday per month, or in whatever cycle fits their schedule. This would 
make a good activity for a family with older youth, who might be willing to provide some of the childcare 
during the program. Food from CSA’s food pantry is often made available for the meals. Anyone interested 
may call Elaine Johnson at 381-3018.  

 


