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From the Pastor’s Pen-Cell  

WWJD?  I have m aintained that this really is a quest ion about Fellowship Hour on Sunday 
m ornings and expresses the heated desire of hungry youth who let m e know one day that it 
really asserts, W e W ant Jelly Doughnuts!  Much bum per st icker theology has proposed, “What 
Would Jesus Do?”  But , when I see this on a car I venture to guess that it could be the quest ion, 
“W hat W ould Jesus Drive?”  

Now this is a fascinat ing quest ion to m e.  To the best of m y knowledge, Jesus always walked, 
except for that Sunday when, ast r ide a donkey, the Master cam e parading into the city of 
Jerusalem .   I t is even m ore pert inent when you are considering what advice to give your 
daughter when she phones to say that the 1989 Honda Civic you graciously passed along has 
been diagnosed as term inal by the DVD (Doctor of Vehicular Debt ) , a cert ified m echanic far 
more versed in these things than you.  The list of system shutdowns indicates that corrosion and 
use have brought the Honda to a state where hospice care, not even a miracle, may be the most 
appropriate prescription.  

She is there proposing new German engineering, resplendent in its sophistication and beauty.  
You are considering another auto doctor, the eye-ear-nose-and-wallet specialist eager to 
encourage purchases beyond one’s means.  Then the fleeting thought comes, WWJD? – W hat 
W ould Jesus Drive?  You suppose that this is an acceptable inquiry, better than WWMD? which 
got Doug Marlette into a pack of trouble.    

WWMD? Stood for “What Would Mohammed Drive?”  This was the caption for a recent political 
cartoon showing a man in Middle Eastern garb driving a Ryder truck.  In the back of the truck 
was a big fat nuclear weapon.  As you can imagine, the cartoon touched a firestorm of 
controversy.  Its author, Doug Marlette, received more than 4500 e-mails, all saying pretty 
much the same thing:  Blasphemy.  Ignorant.  Bigoted.  Disrespectful to our Prophet 
Mohammed.  Hateful.  The writers demanded an apology.  Quite a few threatened Doug with 
mutilation and death.  Doug Marlette hadn’t gotten a response like that since the time he poked 
fun at Jim and Tammy Faye Bakker in the Charlotte Observer.  (Todd Morman, “Fatwas, Marlette 
and the Guilford GOP,” Independent Online, Indyweek.com.)   

Marlette claimed he wasn’t criticizing Islam or its founder Mohammed, but arguing instead that 
Islam had been hijacked by extremists.  No matter how we examine it, we are aware that the 
cartoon is an allusion to the question eco-Christians have been asking, “What would Jesus 
Drive?”    

One writer stuns us all by suggesting a new approach to Hummer Holiness and claiming that 
since Jesus and the disciples did hard work over rugged terrain, casting out demons and curing 
the sick while encountering rude rejections.  They would have been helped by an SUV like the 
Hummer H2.  (SUV – Suburban Assault Vehicle).  This small commercial version of the military 
humvee is built for high mobility, off- road use, enabling its occupants to go just about anywhere, 



including over rocks and fallen logs, and straight through streams.  With a gargantuan 6- liter V-
8 engine, you’ve got the kind of power you need to haul trailers, people, and cargo.  It sounds 
like the kind of vehicle that we might be able to use in Mozambique.  

A Hummer H2 might be a good missionary vehicle, but its use to drive to Starbucks and back 
gives fodder to those who feel that Christianity can be hijacked for the wrong reasons, too.  
When we don’t take the H2 anywhere near where it was built to go, don’t use it to haul building 
supplies, food, or water to people in urgent need, we can be ridiculed that the same sort of 
distortion goes on in our practice of the Christian faith.  A Hummer H2 can be holy – but we 
aren’t so sure when it is idling in the parking lot of a convenience store.    

A handful of us will be headed to Mozambique in early August to build a church that is desperate 
to have a building for worship.  We will be joining Ted Pollock and others as we go with your 
prayerful support.  We aren’t doing the Lord’s work any more than a good neighbor who shows 
care for the harried single Mom across the street or the widow at the end of the block.   

Indeed, this is shaping up to be a busy summer – weddings, a little time at the Jersey Shore in 
Avalon in July, the mission trip to Mozambique and a return to Avalon for daughter, Meredith’s, 
wedding at the Wells Memorial Presbyterian Church there.  Hopefully I will have lost any 
Mozambique parasites that may have attached themselves for the return trip to the USA before 
the wedding.  

We will have worship here at First Presbyterian Church every Sunday at 9:30am.  Wherever we 
go, WWJD? might be a good thing to ask ourselves on Sunday mornings – What Would Jesus 
Do?  Don’t ask it in a way that imposes some Brownie point approach to worship, but with the 
gratitude and humility deeply rooted in blessing that yearns to express gratitude to God.   

Bruce 

 

MISSION TO MOZAMBIQUE  

The church’s missionary volunteers are signed up, getting shots and confirming flights for this August’s mission 
to Mozambique, Africa. It’s not too late to participate financially in this mission to build a new church for our 
Presbyterians in Africa. The list below represents the items that are needed for the construction that you can 
sponsor. Please contact the church office and let them know what you would like to purchase. Your mission 
team will take care of the delivery and installation! With your support a new church will be dedicated on 
September 7, 2003.  Thank you.  

MATERIAL NEEDED

 

QTY NEEDED

 

COST EACH

  

TOTAL COST

 

Foundation&Walls   1     $8,000.00      $8,000.00  SOLD! * 
Trusses             24           $100.00      $2,400.00 
Triple Windows   6           $120.00      $   720.00 
Double Windows   2              $80.00      $   160.00 
Double Doors    3            $120.00      $   360.00 
Single Doors    3              $60.00       $  180.00 
Single Door-small   2              $50.00       $  100.00 
Sheet roofing-12’            80               $20.00      $1,600.00 
Roofing Nails-50lbs            50                  $0.50           $25.00 
Cement 300 sx           300                    $4.00      $1,200.00  

*The First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach, Florida will be joining us on the mission with 2 missionaries. 
They have sponsored the walls and foundation.   



Prayerfully Pondering Summer Fruits…  

    Fruit salad recently became a lot more interesting.  
The weather has allowed us to move beyond bananas, 
oranges and apples to a bevy of berries and other 
tempting tastes.  My father used to make a really clever 
fruit salad for Grammy’s family’s annual reunion.  He 
would slice a watermelon to look like a basket and stuff 
it full of melon, berries, and anything else in season.  
Our environments – made up of weather and other forces 
– shape the produce of our lives.   
    I learned rather quickly that Pittsford’s environment is 
one of frenetic church activity during the academic year 
and relative repose during July and August.  Families at 
all life stages take advantage of the better weather to 
retreat to lake homes, visit extended families, or look at 
prospective colleges.  Given that this is our environment, 
why not let this summer shape our own produce?  

Socrates said, “The unexamined life is not worth 
leading.” This time of relative repose is a perfect 
opportunity to consider how our lives are producing 
fruit.  Perhaps you have just reached a milestone in your 
life: graduation, wedding anniversary, running a 
marathon, a new member in the family, buying or selling 
a home.  Or perhaps you are in the midst of a challenge: 
divorce, death in the family, declining health, economic 
uncertainty.  What impact has this made on you?  

Paul tells us in his letter to the Galatians that the fruits of 
the Spirit are love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.  He 
then urges us to live by the Spirit and be guided by the 
Spirit.  Each of us has been given spiritual gifts that can 
bear fruit when used as God intends.  And these gifts 
bear fruit in all kinds of environments, not just the sunny 
and idealistic ones of fiction.  Billy Graham said, “If life 
was always kind, if people were always good, if we 
never knew what it was to be tired or under terrific 
pressure, the fruit of the Holy Spirit might go 
unnoticed.”1 

    As you enjoy your summer and contemplate your own 
fruitfulness, recognize that we all show some fruit of the 
Spirit and that fruit will be in different states of maturity.  
As individuals, we can foster that growth through 
personal devotions, worship, and prayer.  Consider a 
bunch of grapes at Wegman’s: some are bigger and 
juicier than others, but they are all fruit.  Some of our 
congregational fruits find expression in wonderful 
ministries such as Logos, Deacons, Cameron 
Community Ministries – the list is quite lengthy. 
    As a congregation, we help one another’s gifts come 
to fruition.  The Session has decided to foster that 
growth through a Spiritual Renewal Weekend to be held 
January 22nd – 25th. This wonderful series of worship, 
educational, and fellowship opportunities will celebrate 
                                                          

 

1 As quoted by Rev. Gene Byron in Renewal News, Winter 
1997. 

Christ and encourage us to make deeper commitments to 
God.  Wherever you are in your spiritual journey, may 
you delight in the places you are being fruitful and share 
those with others to shape their own environments.  And 
if you feel called to help bring this Spiritual Renewal 
Weekend to fruition, please contact me.  We anticipate 
producing a marvelous “spiritual fruit salad” to be 
enjoyed for seasons to come!  Carrie  

**  **  ** 
    The fruits of the Spirit often become more apparent 
through regular Bible Study.  When you finish this 
summer’s readings, you will be two thirds through the 
Bible!  Our Old Testament readings explore both the 
period following the Babylonian Captivity (Ezra, 
Nehemiah and Esther) as well as some of the wisdom 
literature (Job, Proverbs and Ecclesiastes).  In the New 
Testament, we will enjoy Luke’s accounting of the Good 
News.  We then read about Paul’s interactions with the 
churches of the Philippians, the Colossians, and the 
Thessalonians. Our readings remind us of God’s 
consistent desire to be present in our lives and to see us 
bear fruit.  

 

JULY 
 1.  2 Chron 33,34/Ps. 75, 76  17.  Esth. 6, 7/Luke 12 
 2 2 Chron 35/36/Lk. 1:39-80 18.  Esth. 8-10/Luke 13 
 3. Ezra 1, 2/Luke 2  19.  Job 1, 2/Ps. 80 
 4. Ezra 3, 4/Luke 3  20.  Job 3, 4/Luke 14 
 5. Ezra 5, 6/Psalm 77  21.  Job 5, 6/Luke 15 
 6. Ezra 7, 8/Luke 4  22.  Job 7, 8/Ps. 81, 82 
 7. Ezra 9, 10/Luke 5  23.  Job 9, 10/Luke 16 
 8. Neh. 1, 2/Ps. 78:1-37  24.  Job 11, 12/Luke 17 
 9. Neh. 3, 4/Luke 6  25.  Job 13, 14/Luke 18 
10. Neh. 5, 6/Luke 7  26.  Job 15-17/Ps. 83, 84 
11. Neh. 7, 8/Luke 8  27.  Job 18, 19/Luke 19 
12. Neh. 9, 10/Ps. 78:38-72  28.  Job 20, 21/Luke 20 
13. Neh. 11, 12/Luke 9  29.  Job 22, 23/Ps. 85 
14. Neh. 13/Luke 10  30.  Job 24-26/Luke 21 
15.  Esth. 1-3/Ps. 79  31.  Job 27, 28/Luke 22 
16.  Esth. 4, 5/Luke 11 

 

AUGUST 
 1.  Job 29, 30/Luke 23  17.  Prov. 19, 20/1 Thess. 2 
 2 Job 31, 32/Ps. 86, 87           18.  Prov. 21, 22/1Thess. 3 
 3. Job 33, 34/Luke 24  19.  Prov . 23, 24/Ps. 92, 93 
 4. Job 35, 36/Phil. 1  20.  Prov. 25, 26/1 Thess. 4 
 5. Job 37, 38/Ps. 88  21.  Prov. 27, 28/1 Thess. 5 
 6. Job 39, 40/Phil. 2  22.  Prov. 29, 30/2 Thess. 1 
 7. Job 41, 42/Phil. 3  23.  Prov. 31/Ps. 94 
 8. Prov. 1, 2/Phil. 4  24.  Eccles. 1-3/2 Thess. 2 
 9. Prov. 3, 4/Ps. 89  25.  Eccles. 4, 5/2 Thess. 3 
10. Prov. 5, 6/Col. 1  26.  Eccles. 6, 7/Ps. 95/96 
11. Prov. 7, 8/Col. 2  27.  Eccles. 8, 9/1 Tim. 1 
12. Prov. 9, 10/Ps. 90  28.  Eccles. 10, 11/1 Tim. 2 
13. Prov. 11, 12/Col. 3  29.  Eccles. 12/1 Tim. 3 
14. Prov. 13, 14/Col. 4  30.  Song of Sol 1, 2/Ps 97, 98 
15.  Prov. 15, 16/1 Thess. 1  31.  Song of Sol. 3, 4/1 Tim. 4 
16.  Prov. 17, 18/Ps. 91 



 



In Gratitude…

  
We give thanks to God for this year’s confirmation class and all the persons who 
volunteered to make it possible:  

Teachers 
Anne Ferris 
Dave Ferris 
Dan Harrison 
Janette Henderson  

Mentors 
Tricia Ackerman 
Diana Adams 
Ernie Bledsoe 

Sylvia Fix 
Bill Gavett 
Carol Gavett 
Dave Irwin 
John Messenger 
Becky Olsen 
Ron Pollock 
Jayne Van Zile 
Matt Wahl 
Susan Wahl  

On Sunday, June 1, the confirmands met with Session members (Anne Francis, 
Laura Hamilton Frank, Roberta Hutchinson, June Mathieu, Allan Reeve, and 
Alison Wahl) to be admitted into the membership of the church.  Volunteers from 
last year’s confirmation class, their parents, and other loving parents made the 
glorious dinner and evening festivities possible:  

Greg Ferris 
Liz Frey 
Pat Frey 
Ann Haefele 
Amy Hutchinson 
Brian Hutchinson 
Colleen Hutchinson 
Jesse Hutchinson 
Sarah Jackson 
Sara Jenks 
Allison Kant 

Becky Kant 
Jenny Kant 
Linda Kant 
Maryann McCabe 
Kim Peters 
Julie Purpura 
Jeff Steele 
Julie Steele 
Kevin Steele 
Ryan Steele  

On Pentecost Sunday, June 8, the confirmands publicly professed their faith. We give thanks to 
Dave and Anne Ferris and Roxanne Skuse for preparing them a wonderful breakfast in between 
services, to the Membership and Evangelism Committee for giving them beautiful boutonniere to 
mark the occasion, to Matt Wahl for exquisite photographs, and to Presbyterian Women for 
giving them a glorious reception after the 10 AM worship service.  

Faith formation is a continuous process accomplished in community.  We give thanks to God for 
this caring community who have graciously given of their spirit-filled gifts to accomplish this 
ministry bearing fruit in our young persons.  We join with the rest of the congregation in 
welcoming our newest members into the life of the church.  

Thanks

 



Dear Friends,   

I can remember a time about 6 or 
7 years ago that I lost all hope 
for my future. It was late at 
night and I had pulled my car 
into an old parking lot near a 
waterfront. I can still feel the 
hot summer night and remember 
the crickets and starry sky that 
accompanied them. Tallahassee, 
Florida was not a good place for 
me. As beautiful as the sticky, 
humid night may seem to us up 
here in winter world, I felt 
great sorrow. What I remember 
most was the washed up feeling 
that I had.    

Since I was 17 years old, I 
dreamed of being in a rock band 
that glorified Jesus Christ and 
that traveled the country 
telling others of his great love 
for us. Now I was in my late 
twenties and it looked more and 
more like it would never happen. 
I sat and listened to one of the 
most popular bands in the 
country at that time and cried 
as I wondered why it wasn’t me 
that had signed to a label, went 
on tour, and performed for 
thousands. God surely had it in 
mind to call me to a life of 
something far more boring. It 
didn’t help that this particular 
band that I was listening to 
contained two members that I 
knew personally. My envy grew 
and grew as I dreamed to live 
the life that they were now 
living. I thought perhaps that 
God had made some kind of 
mistake. Maybe it really was 
supposed to be me and the music 
that I created affecting people 
all over this land.    

After a while, I returned to my 
home of Rochester, NY,  and 
shortly after, my attitude had 

not changed much. I still felt 
washed up. I was now closer to 
thirty, balding, overweight 
(still), no band, no wife, no 
kids and no hope for anything 
different. After all, record 
labels just don’t sign guys in 
their thirties. I had resigned 
myself to the idea that my 
dreams had to change.    

While I may have given up on my 
dreams however, God did not. 
Through a series of remarkable 
events, I began to meet guys 
that would not only make up my 
current band, but also become my 
closest friends. Now, at thirty-
three years old, still balding, 
still overweight, and still 
single, I have just signed with 
a record label and will be going 
on my first ever tour! Perhaps 
God has made yet another 
mistake. For I am about to do 
what most musicians do in their 
early twenties if they get to do 
it at all. 
The DIG Project will be leaving 
on Friday, June 26 and returning 
at the end of August. We will 
perform and share the Gospel at 
a camp, two conferences, two 
festivals, five coffeehouses, 
fifteen churches as well as 
other assorted venues. We will 
be going as far south as 
Florida, as far North as New 
Hampshire and as far West as 
Indiana. I hope you check out 
our tour schedule and pray for 
us as we hit each of these 
places.    

Thank you Pastor Bruce and the 
First Presbyterian Church of 
Pittsford for all of your 
support and enthusiasm for this 
trip. I am convinced that God 
put all of you in my life to 
restore hope in me again, and 



help me realize an old dream. I 
can’t tell you how much all of 
this means to me. God bless you!  
In Christ,   

Dan Kulp  

LUKE 1:37 “For nothing is 
impossible with God.” 
www.d-i-g.org

    

You can help The Dig Project 
tour by:  

*Praying that our RV makes the 
entire journey without breaking 
down 
*Praying that my voice will 
remain healthy and strong enough 
to perform every concert 
*Praying that people will come 
to know Jesus Christ through 
this outreach 

*Praying that those who know 
Jesus Christ will grow in their 
faith and be strengthened 
*Supporting us financially by 
attending our Kick-off to the 
Tour Concert here at the First 
Presbyterian Church of 
Pittsford.   

    

Please join us on Sunday, June 22 as the 
Deacons sponsor the annual Strawberry Festival! 
After the 10:00 Service, the Fellowship Hall will 
be the place for fun, food, and fellowship. The 
best strawberry treats of the season will be 
abundant. See you there!! 

           

            Stephen Ministry Corner 

  

              Musings from Carol Tiemann 

 

     Stephen Ministers have an opportunity to 
serve our congregation and community as people 
encounter times of special needs and difficulties. 
We all have times when a caring, listening friend 
who keeps our confidences is a blessing. 
     We invite anyone who feels called to consider 
this Christian ministry, to talk with one of the 
leaders. 
     Bruce Boak, Jane Hunter, Carrie Mitchell, 
Kay Saxum, Dick Sprenkle and Carol Tiemann.  

   

MORE SUN. AM VOLUNTEER ESCORTS 
NEEDED  

     Each month, a church volunteer Escort 
Family brings to our 10:00 AM church services, 
three Friends from the A.R.C. house next door at  
19 Church St. Our church owns and leases  
19 Church St. to N.Y.S. for use by the 
Association for Retarded Citizens (A.R.C.) as 
part of our local mission program. 
     Nine church families serve as A.R.C. Escorts. 
We need at least three more families to fill the 
month of August and other months. We have 
print-out information about escorting. We are 
willing to accompany and assist new Escorts for 
as many of their initial months of Sundays as 
needed. 
     Some families have been escorting regularly 
since 1990 when the program was started under 
pastor Dr. Earl Johnson. We have learned how 
much our church services and the sociability of 
the coffee hours mean to our three Friends from 
the A.R.C. house. This is their one weekly 
contact with the outside community. 

STRAWBERRY 
SOCIAL: 

CELEBRATE 
SPRING AND 

FELLOWSHIP 

http://www.d-i-g


     To volunteer or inquire, please call Diane 
Graziano (586-4466) or e-mail 
coelhen2@frontiernet.net. To all our current 
Escorts, we say “Thank You!!!”  

      

From: Presbyterian Peacemaking Program  

Humanitarian Response in Iraq 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance has joined with 
other Action by Churches Together (ACT) 
Alliance members in sending supplies and 
critical personnel to Iraq and surrounding 
countries likely to see an influx of refugees – 
Turkey, Lebanon, Jordan, and Syria.  The 
Middle East Council of Churches provides a 
framework for these efforts.  Drawing on our 
experience from the Gulf War, PDA anticipates 
again using both One Great Hour of Sharing and 
designated gifts to provide humanitarian aid, 
relief and resettlement assistance to refugees, and 
assistance to families of U.S. military personnel.  
An initial $230,000 has been sent, using One 
Great Hour of Sharing and designated gifts, to 
put relief supplies in place.  In addition, 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance has provided 
$30,000 towards Church World Service’s special 
$1 million “All Our Children” appeal campaign 
for medicine for children’s hospitals in Iraq and 
other critical health care needs of Iraqi children.  

What you can do: 
Pray for all involved in the conflict.  The 
PC(USA) has made a specific covenant 
of prayer with Iraqi Christians to pray 
each day at noon EST.  For more 
information, see: 
    www.pcusa.org/iraq.  
Give through your church to Iraq: #9-
2000082. 
Individuals can also send checks directly 
to PC(USA) Central receiving Services, 
Section 300, Louisville, KY 40289. 
Learn more.  Visit Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance’s web site at: 

www.pcusa.org/pda and click on “Iraq 
Response” for current information.         

http://www.pcusa.org/iraq
http://www.pcusa.org/pda


  


