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June 2007
Text: By this everyone will know that you are my dis@pieyou have love for one
another.
John 13:35
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Prayerfully Pondering Profession and
Confession...

On Memorial Day weekend, the eighth grade
confirmation class will profess their faith in our
Pentecost worship service having confessed to
the Session what they believe about God, Jesus,
the Holy Spirit, sin and forgiveness, the church,
sacraments, prayer, and personal mission in the
world.

Both profession and confession have multiple
meanings that can lead to confusion. When any
of us professes our faith, we publicly confess
what we believe. Our confession is the content of
what we are professing.

During the Pentecost worship service, the
confirmands will be asked the same questions
posed at baptisms and the admission of new
members in our congregation: Who is your Lord
and Savior? Do you trust in him? Will you seek
to be Christ’s faithful disciple in prayer and in
action, obeying God’s word and showing God'’s

themselves. Today, professions are more widely
understood to be any discipline for which a
person receives specific training and in which a
person holds him/herself to a high ethical
standard. This broader understanding of
professions lends itself well to our Reformed
Theological understanding of all of us being
ministers of Christ and God’s children actively
participating in the world.

As we witness our confirmands’ profession of
faith or attend a loved one’s graduation this
season, we can remind ourselves of our own
roles as professing Christians. Being Christ’s
faithful disciple, obeying God’s word and
showing God'’s love will look different for each
one of us so we can rejoice that God created us
with this wonderful multitude of gifts to share!

Go With God,

love? By answering these questions
affirmatively, a person professes his or her faith.

Being a professing Christian in any day and age
is not easy. How do we know we are being
Christ’s faithful disciple? What happens if we
have occasional difficulties trusting his love?
Spiritual giants like Martin Luther have wrestled
with these questions and concluded by affirming
that it is only by God’s grace we can be assured

Week of June 3 — Prov. 8:1-4, 22-%k. § Rom. 5:1-5
John 16:12-15

Week of June 10 — 1 Kings 17:8-16 (17-283; 146
Gal. 1:11-24; Luke 7:11-17

Week of June 17 — 1 Kings 21:1-10 (11-14) 15-211a;
Ps. 5:1-8 Gal. 2:15-21; Luke 7:36-8:3

Week of June 24 — 1 Kings 19:1-4 (5-7) 8-15a
Ps. 42 and 43Gal. 3:23-29; Luke 8:26-39

that our professions are acceptable. When we
gather on Sundays, we regularly include a prayer
of confession when we can publicly
acknowledge the content of those places we feel
we are falling short. And we receive God’s
assurance that our sins and shortcomings are
forgiven. In gratitude, we then have the
opportunity to profess our faith again and keep
growing into the people God created us to be.

In this same late spring season of Pentecost,
many graduations are taking place and our
students are preparing themselves to enter
professions of all kinds. Historically,

professions were limited to clergy, medical and
legal. Persons in these fields were required to say
an oath adhering to high ethical standards and
subjecting themselves to rigorous training on
behalf of others who could not advocate for

CONFIRMATION: COME CLAIM THE
CREED!

Many thanks to all the mentors and teachers of
the confirmation classes this year! Thanks also to
the parents and confirmands from last year’s
class who made the banquet such a memorable
and tasty experience! Once again, we had a
phenomenal two-year cycle that would not have
been possible without all of you. Kudos to our
newest group of confirmands who affirmed their
faith on May 2% Amy Adams, Amanda
Bradstreet, Brandon Cooper, Caitlin Craigie,
Jennifer Peet, Cameron Rossington, Colleen
Rouse, Joanne Stiles, Kelsey Swetman, Paige
Thompson, Jamie Tyler, John Watt IlI.
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Here’s the schedule for youth ministry 1 18 (1
happenings for the next few weeks...Hope 2 N :
to see you there! ( (
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