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Taxes and Easter so often coincide for me.  Yes, I normally procrastinate in filing taxes until very close to April 15 
because I normally owe a little more.  As the pain of paying approaches, my Scottish and Hebrew blood surge 
suggesting that if I retain a few cents a little longer, I can control the funds rather than commit them early to 
governmental use.  It has felt so different with Easter being concluded and then taxes being a focus.  But I still 
usually have the same questions like: 
 

Why does a slight increase cost me several hundred dollars and a substantial tax cut amount to thirty cents?  
Since the forms are so confusing, can I fight back by using Roman numerals? Why had I not noticed that the 
word “the” and “IRS” go together to make “Theirs?”  Was America really founded to avoid high taxation?   

 

As I was completing my filing, I had a question and then an idea.  What shall I do with any economic stimulus 
payment?  Apparently beginning in May, 130 million households are to receive some economic stimulus for the 
economy. (And I remind you that those retirees or disabled veterans who are normally exempt from filing a tax 
return will need to do so in order to obtain their stimulus payment.)  But, what shall I do if fortunate enough to 
receive this economic stimulus?  Why not tithe (give 10%) to the Mission Fund of First Presbyterian Church? 
 

We tried to provide a balanced budget this year as we do every year.  But in order to do that we made some cuts – 
especially in mission, those funds that support Cameron, Wilson Commencement Park, the Pollock Mozambique 
church construction, Habitat for Humanity, RAIHN, Pearlington and Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Pittsford 
Youth Services, Elderberry Express . . . those kinds of things that you do here at First Presbyterian.  You do an 
incredible job and are guided by a faithful and focused Outreach Committee who administers these programs.  So, 
Martha and I are planning to tithe our stimulus check and make an extra gift with a note that it is to be applied for 
additional mission support. 
 

Well that is an idea and you can ruminate on it if you wish.  I am filled with gratitude for all of you!  (Sort of sounds 
like the apostle Paul, doesn’t it?)  Only my gratitude is less theological.  Bike training has made me consciously 
aware that I am woefully out of shape.  But the work has had amazing benefits.  My belt has moved in a notch, my 
blood pressure is lower, and those spandex bicycle pants chaff less.  But most of all, you have supported an effort to 
reach a goal of $6000 for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society in honor of�Martha’s birthday this month and we 
are over 2/3 of the way there.  Mostly we have been buoyed by the power of your prayers and Martha speaks of this 
every evening when we share dinner together.  The huffing and puffing I do on the hills of Monroe County is 
humbling, but not nearly as much as your encouragement and generosity and love.   
 

I am ready for water to flood back into the canal, for daffodil meadow in Powder Mill Park to sprout, and to replace 
the snow shoveling with the mulch spreading and grass mowing.  We have all been sufficiently marinated in winter 
black and white to enjoy this resurgence of spring.  It all rather reminds us that the Easter messages of resurrection 
are not just for a day, but minimally a season.  This is the time of anticipation and hope and change. 
 

It is hard to imagine that by the time you receive this in the mail, some of you will be getting ready to celebrate 
college graduations with your children and grand children.  Others will finalize Mothers’ Day plans or will be 
preparing for Pentecost and Confirmation.  And there are those�who anticipate at the end of May an honored walk�
through the village to the cemetery where the hallowed salute of guns crack, taps will be played, and we respectfully 
pause with gratitude for those who have paid for their citizenship and our freedom, not with taxes but with their very 
lives.  And again, we are humbled. 
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Christian Education News:  
by Nathan Zampella 
 
Sunday School – Our K-6th Graders celebrated 
Jesus’ resurrection and ascension with a party! 
The children brought cards to the party stating 
“Because of Jesus I can…” Here are just a few 
of the responses: 

·  “love, believe and live in joy.” 
·  “share and help others.” 
·  “welcome a new person.” 
·  “be forgiven, and forgive.” 

 
Awesome job kids! I hope you had fun at the 
party! 
 
On April 20th we begin our Unit on Pentecost. 
The children will be learning especially about 
wind, and what it teaches us about faith. Both 
are real things that we cannot see. But there is 
evidence of each all around us. The wind of the 
Spirit certainly moved in the lives of the 
Disciples on that first day of the Church, and 
continues to move in each of us today.  
 
Confirmation  – On May 11th our 
Confirmation Class will complete their 
journey as confirmands, and will begin their 
journey as full members of our church. 
Congratulations to each one who explored 
what it means to be a Christ follower. 
Blessings on your continued learning and 
service. This is not an end, but another 
beginning. 
 
Adult Education – Throughout May, the 8:30 
class is going to confront the news with 
Scripture and hope!  Each Sunday we will look 
at a topic pulled directly from that week’s 
headlines.  We’ll look at applicable Bible 
passages that relate to the topic, and we will 
reflect and discuss how this news is relevant to 
us as Christ followers. 
 
These discussions are perfect for those that want 
to keep up with current events from a Christian 
perspective, but don’t have time to search the 
Bible for application.  Each week will be a new 
headline! 
 
 
 

New Bible Study Opportunity - Are you an 
adult in the first half of your life expectancy? 
Then you probably fit into a new group that has 
been forming. While there is no consensus on a 
name quite yet, the group of 20 and 30-
somethings seems to be opting for part 
fellowship, part bible study, with some time 
spent in current mission projects within the 
church. The first fun outing is coming up! 
 
From Alan and Jamie Roberts: 
4/25/08 - FRIDAY - BOWLING 
 6:30 PM - 7:30 PM - Potluck dinner at our 
house, 2900 East Ave., Brighton. 
7:30 PM - 9:00 PM - Bowling at Clover Lanes, 

Monroe Ave., Brighton 
9:00 PM -  ?   Dessert/end back at our house 
  
We would have childcare at our house - can 
bring your kids and feed them at 6:30 PM. 
 Please note the Friday time for this one is to 
accommodate some new member stuff that 
occurs later that weekend.  We expect to do the 
next event (perhaps a barbecue and initial bible 
study) on a different day. 
 
Educational Offerings at a Glance: 
Call the church office or email Nathan Zampella 
(Nathan.zampella@pittsfordpres.org) for details 
about the following regular events: 
Sunday 

·  8:30am Adult Education 
·  10:00am Serendipity Bible Study 
·  10:00am Nursery and children’s 

program for ages birth through 4 years. 
·  10:00am Senior High Forum 
·  Mouse Report during 10am service will 

release K-8th grades to Sunday School. 
 

Wednesday 
·  9:30am Bible Study 
·  Logos Children’s Program (Sept. – 

Mar.) 
·  7:15pm Bible Study 

 
Thursday 

·  Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study 
·  Bethel Bible Study�

�



Lectionary for May 
 
7th Sunday of Easter 
Week of May 4 – Acts 1:6-14; Ps.68:1-10, 32-35  
1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11; Luke 17:1-11 
 
8th Sunday of Easter 
Week of May 11 – Acts 2:1-21 or Num. 11:24-30 
Ps. 104:24-34, 35b; 1 Cor. 12:3b-13 or Acts 2:1-21 
 John 20:19-23 or John 7:37-39 
                              
9th Sunday of Easter 
Week of May 18 – Gen. 1:1-2:4a; Ps. 8 
2 Cor. 13:11-13; Matt. 28:16-20 
 
10th Sunday of Easter 
Week of May 25 – Isa. 49:8-16a; Ps. 131 
1 Cor. 4:1-5; Matt. 6:24-34 
�
CONFIRMATION: COME CLAIM THE 

CREED! 
 

The Confirmation Classes of 2007/2008 
began in September with a great orientation 
and retreat. 8th grade confirmands, their 
mentors, parents and siblings will meet with 
Session members at a celebratory luncheon 
on Sunday May 4 between 12:00 and 1:30 
PM. The following week, we will receive the 
confirmands into membership on Pentecost 
Sunday May 11. 
 

 
 
Are you looking for a great way  
to spend part of your summer? 
Well, we are looking for a male  
leader to join our fabulous youth 
on our awesome trip to Kingdom 
Bound at Darien Lake. We will be 
leaving on the afternoon of  
August 3 and returning by noon on August 7. If 
you’d like more info, give Niki a call in the office. 
 
 

It’s that time again!!!  We’ve got 2 great 
events coming up to wrap up our fundraising 
for our youth summer mission trips: April 27 
– Bake Sale after both worship services 
May 18 – Mission:Possible Cabaret 
BRUNCH! 11:30 AM – 1:00 PM…come 
hear some beautiful music & bid on our 
FABULOUS baskets for auction!  

HOMES OFFERING ON MOTHER’S 
DAY 

 
In recognition of Mother’s Day on May 11, 
we will once again collect an offering to 
benefit Rochester Presbyterian Home and 
Kirkhaven. Both Rochester Presbyterian 
Home and Kirkhaven are continuing to 
redefine elder care in our community with 
innovative programs, more home-like 
environments, and greater choice and 
flexibility.  
 

Please plan on hearing Jim Devoe tell us on 
Sunday, May 4 about some of the new 
programs that, in part, were sponsored by 
our contributions last year to the Homes 
Offering. Jim is president and CEO of 
Seniorsfirst Communities & Services, the 
parent corporation of our Presbyterian 
related organizations: Valley Manor 
Apartments and Kirkhaven. He is also a 
member of Summerville Presbyterian 
Church. 
 

 
 

A Sad Farewell 
After much thought and consideration, I 
have decided to retire after 20 years as 
Financial Secretary. It has been a wonderful 
experience for me. I want to thank all the 
Elders, Trustees and Deacons I have met and 
worked with and the many Church members 
I’ve had the pleasure to get to know. Thank 
you all for your knowledge, patience and 
helpfulness. Thank you also to Bruce, 
Carrie, Doris, Ernie, Bill, Niki (go 
Yankees!), Nathan and the music staff of 
James, Sharon, Dede, Ruth and Eunyoung; 
we’ve been through a lot but it has always 
been fun. Stop by the office to meet Winona 
(Nonie) Lawrence, the new financial 
administrator. She comes to the Church with 
much experience and is more than qualified. 
You can email her at 
winona.lawrence@pittsfordpres.org. 
Best wishes to you all- 
Janet Travis 

 



OUR  CHURCH  MISSION  NEXT 
 DOOR  -  IS  IT  FOR  YOU?  
 
You try to attend church each Sunday.  Here's a 
worthy church mission job, which you can do for 
one month of Sundays WHILE you attend our 
10:00 AM church service.   
 
Our church house next door, 19 Church St., is 
an A.R.C. home (Association for Retarded 
Citizens).  Since 1990, two lady residents have 
attended our church service each Sunday.  It is 
the community-based activity in which they 
choose to participate each week.  These ladies 
were raised Protestant and enjoy church.  They 
participate to the best of their abilities.  They 
know the various "signals" during the worship 
service and so are quite aware of what is 
happening next.  They behave very 
appropriately in church, but they must be 
chaperoned by Church Volunteers. 
 
Often, Church Volunteers are couples.  
However, always there must be a lady 
Volunteer, because paper nametags have to be 
affixed to the A.R.C. ladies' chests before 
church.  And, once in a great while, an A.R.C. 
lady is escorted into the lavatory.  The female 
Volunteer makes sure that the A.R.C. lady 
washes her hands thoroughly before leaving the 
lavatory.  
 
Each Sunday morning at 8:10, the Church 
Volunteer phones 19 Church St. to make sure 
that each lady is feeling well and wishes to 
attend church.  The ladies attend almost 100% 
of the time, all year long.  
 
The Volunteer picks up the ladies at the back 
door of 19 Church St. about 20 minutes before 
the 10:00 a.m. service and escorts them to the 
Fellowship Hall coat rack and to their seats in 
church.  Always we stay with them in church. 
 Should there be an emergency, the A.R.C. 
ladies would need guidance in exiting the church 
through the correct door.  And, before the 
service, light conversation can be made with the 
ladies. 
 
Some Volunteers choose to escort the A.R.C. 
ladies out of the church service during the final 
hymn.  Both A.R.C. ladies have minor walking 
disabilities and can exit the church service more 
easily before the crush of the crowd after the 
service.  Timing is the Volunteers' choice. 
 
After church service, Ernie Bledsoe will have a 
round table and chairs set up in Fellowship Hall 
so that the A.R.C. ladies and their chaperone(s) 

can enjoy coffee and donut holes.   The A.R.C. 
ladies always sit for their coffee because slight 
physical disabilities make balancing coffee and 
donut holes a true challenge.  The ladies look 
forward to their coffee and enjoy watching 
church people mill around in Fellowship Hall.  
 
After coffee,  we help the ladies with their coats 
and escort them into the opened back door of 
their home. 
 
We need more Church Volunteers to participate 
in this mission.  Can you help? 
 
Diane Graziano, Coordinator  -  (586-4466) 
 <coelhen@frontiernet.net> 
 
 

 
 
On Sunday May 4th at 3pm   
Harold McAulliffe and James Douthit,  
with the Chancel Choir and Eunyoung  
Kim, will present Sacred Favorites II.   
They will offer many familiar psalms,  
hymns and spiritual songs.  A CD of  
their music will be soon available after the 
concert.  You will not want to miss this 
enormously popular and moving event.  A few 
CD’s of the first Sacred Favorites Concert in 2006 
will be available at the concert.  Freewill 
donations will support First Presbyterian Church 
of Pittsford Concert Series and the Organ 
Maintenance Fund. 
  

 
 
Save the date for our May Couples 

Fellowship event. 
 
We will be meeting on May 17 at the church 
and then walk to dinner at a local restaurant, 
then back to the church for dessert and 
coffee.  See Louise Thompson, Rochelle 
Ruffer or Stacy Leyland for more info...and 
check the upcoming Sunday bulletins for 
more specifics. 

�
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Meet Our New Stephen Ministers 
 
Barbara Rarrick: 
Barbara has been a member of First Presbyterian 
Church for 45 years.   She and her husband, Hal, 
have been married for ten years and live in 
Perinton and at Keuka Lake, depending on the 
weather. Three daughters and six grand children 
add to the fun and busy-ness of her life. Barb has 
been instrumental in starting the new 
“Caregivers” Support Group in our church. 
 

 
 
Doug Peet: 
Doug worked for Kodak for 38 years before 
retiring in 2005.  He and his wife of 40 years, 
Nancy, live in Perinton.  Doug “retrained” in 
woodworking after retiring and has taken on 
many projects.  He finds that their three 
daughters and four grand children add much joy 
and have lots of energy.   The Peet family 
attends Fairport Community Baptist Church.  
 

 
 
Please join us for the installation of our new 
Stephen Ministers on Sunday May 18 at the 10 
am service. 

I get by with a little help from 
my friends…remember the 
Beatles song? We all need a 
concerned caring friend at 
difficult times in our lives. A 
Stephen Minister can listen and 
care for you or for someone you know who is 
going through a tough time.�To find out more 
about Stephen Ministry for you or someone 
you know, talk with one of our Stephen 
Ministry Leaders: Jane Hunter, Alice 
O’Dwyer, Kay Saxum, Barbara Smith, Dick 
Sprenkle or Carol Tiemann (223-1466). Our 
Stephen Ministers are there to care!  
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OPTIMISTS: 
“Special Places” is the term William 
Hosley uses in his book about the History of 
Irondequoit and Allens Creek Valleys. For 
more than 50 years, Mr. Hosley has been a 
collector of geological and historical 
information about the Creeks and likes to 
share this knowledge and lore with others. 
The Optimists will have the privilege of 
hearing him at their regular meeting Friday, 
May 2. Bring your covered dish and table 
service and join us at 6:15 PM in Fellowship 
Hall. If you have questions or would like to 
be placed on the calling list, please call Pat 
Campbell, 385-8593. 


