
���������
�

©For the members and friends of the First Presbyterian Church of Pittsford ©  
 

       September 2007 
 

From the Pastor’s Pen-Cell 
 
     Luke 12:12ish (BBRV) [The Bruce Boak Revised Version] “Consider the ravens for they neither sow nor reap.  And neither 
do they drive their daughters back to college in the fall.”  As we approach the fall (Yes, I know it really doesn’t begin until 
September 21, but there is a feeling in our agrarian heritage that it begins with Labor Day) I think of the times we took our 
children to college, just one of the fall phases.   
     This ritual is made bittersweet by the thought of “losing” a child (that is the bitter part, in case you were confused), but at 
the same time regaining a room – a room that can finally be returned to its rightful state of order, a shrine to neatness that one 
can actually walk into without stepping on a cell phone, partially eaten snack, or pet in the process of eating that snack. This is 
a room through which parents can now give tours when friends come over.  You take down the sign that had been on the door.  
You remember, the one you made on the computer and taped to the door that read, “storage.”   
     This is the anticipation of fall, a time for new routine, harvesting memories of the summer, and for eagerness to begin what 
for many of us really is the start of a new year.  Carrie and Bill will be absent a bit as they welcome a new child into their 
family and Carrie is on maternity leave.  We have people now interviewing for a temporary supply associate for when Carrie is 
absent, a new Director of Christian Education, and a new organist.  Newness and anticipation is not without anxiety or 
everything perfectly in place.  It comes with hope and trust and patience.  In this NewsBrief you will read a bit more about 
some of what will be happening.  A recap and thumbnail of these is bulleted below.   
     On the personal front, Martha and I are grateful for your prayers and support.  She has completed her series of chemo and 
Rituxan treatments and now waits for those scans in October that will tell her how thoroughly the cancer cells have been 
pummeled by these chemical line backers.  She has been at French Road elementary nearly every day this past month and is 
ready to begin another year of teaching. 

·  O’Roark, Mary Ann. The Baskin-Robbins Book of Ice Cream, Entertaining, and Fun. New York: Simon and Schuster, 
1980.  This author who was the executive editor for GuidePosts and whose articles have appeared in McCall’s, 
Seventeen, and Saturday Evening Post will be our guest at First Presbyterian Church this November to provide writing 
workshops and to bring a Sunday morning message.  She is now working on a nonfiction book, Sisters of the Shining 
Faces: Stumbling Steps on a Sacred Journey 

·  Jonathan Miller, pastor of the 1st Presbyterian Church of Moorestown, NJ will bring the Sunday morning message and 
speak to officers on October  27 and 28.  That Sunday will be consecration Sunday, complete with bagpipes. 

·  A new Sunday School curriculum featuring the Rotation Model has been planned by the Christian Education 
Committee.  Sylvia Fix and Kim Tinder who have been working hard on the development of the curriculum are 
enthusiastic about this creative approach. 

·  LOGOS will be kicking off with fun, music, learning, food, and fellowship 

·  The Bethel Series, a survey of the Bible will begin on Thursday evenings beginning September 27.  Each segment is 7 
weeks.  Fall session ends the Thursday before Thanksgiving.  The class will cover Genesis to Malachi and be taught by 
Rev. Boak. 

·  The Deacons are planning to take a family photo of our congregation on September 9.  Plan to have your picture taken 
on the front lawn after worship that day.  It will be our 1st Presbyterian Church Homecoming Day! 

·  Mission trip to Pearlington, MS at the end of September 

·  World Communion Sunday in early October 

·  Dulce Pia Rose is coming from the Philippines and will be living with and observing 1st Presbyterian Church of 
Pittsford.  In cooperation with the Presbyterian Church USA, the United Church of the Philippines and the Presbytery of 
Genesee Valley she will be a mission partner coming to be a missionary to us for two weeks.   

	 �



Prayerfully Pondering Being in Between… 
 
My sister is 6 years older than I am and my brother is 
5 years younger than I am: I know what it is to be “in 
between”.  As I write this, Pittsford and the rest of 
North America are in between summer and back to 
school time.  As you will see from this densely 
packed Newsbrief, the beginning of the academic 
year brings about a renewal of many wonderful 
worship, mission, fellowship, and educational 
programs in the life of our congregation. 
 
It seems as if Christians throughout history are quite 
familiar with living in between times.  Much of the 
New Testament and what have come to be known as 
apocalyptic (Greek for revelation) texts were written 
during “in between times”.  Scholars call this period 
of prolific writing the Intertestamental Period (150 
BCE – 100 CE) and note that it was marked by both 
tremendous uncertainty and resultant high anxiety.  
People at the time, Jews and Gentiles alike, did not 
know what would happen next politically, 
economically or socially.   
 
Even before Christ came, apocalyptic texts like 
Daniel were written to give people hope and to 
encourage them to persevere in the face of 
uncertainty, fear and potential persecution.  Once 
Christ had demonstrated with his life, death and 
resurrection that faith could help us see the Kingdom 
of God right here and now, people still needed to be 
reminded of reasons to daily keep from despair.  And 
so New Testament apocalyptic texts like Galatians 
and Revelation encouraged believers to press on 
towards the goal of having Christ live on in the here 
and now. 
 
We all find ourselves “in between” times at different 
times in our lives.  We are waiting for the next 
vacation, the next job, the next house, the next 
recreational event, the next mission opportunity, the 
next political administration, the next merger or 
layoff announcement, the next family milestone like 
a wedding or a graduation, or the next growth 
experience.  The Mitchell household is waiting for 
the next thing: Wilson’s arrival sometime before we 
return to two services on Sunday, September 9th. 
 
Normally, I am not a particularly patient person, but I 
admit to actually enjoying this in between time as I 
anticipate Wilson’s arrival.  I am relishing the slower 
programming pace of summer that has permitted us 
to visit family and I am cherishing these last few 
weeks of one-on-one mommy time with Rachel.  I 
have also had the joy of joining Harry Potter fans 
around the world in reading the culminating 
installment in the seven-book series.  What a delight 
it is to see people lining up for a book release!  And 

what an inspiration it is to see literature once again 
successfully transcend generations and remind us 
how we all love a good story. 
 
Without spoiling the ending for those of you who 
have not yet finished Harry’s last adventure, I assure 
you that this book reaffirms the apocalyptic message 
of the Intertestamental Period: have hope, persevere 
and live life embracing love and friendship to the 
fullest!  This apocalyptic message, normally best 
heard during in between times, is neither a Pollyanna 
view of the world, nor a panacea for life’s 
unexplained tragedies.  It does not minimize the 
suffering we all endure at one time or another nor is it 
meant to magically protect us from any future pain.  
It does, however, give us inspiration to press on with 
confidence knowing our Lord and Savior graciously 
sees each of us as a “new creation” and we can each 
individually and collectively usher in the Kingdom of 
Heaven right here and now. 
 
Kingdom of Heaven?  Here? Now?  How?  How 
about with the expansion of worship and the renewal 
of friendships as two worship services and Sunday 
School recommence September 9?  How about 
making a difference in the lives of some of our 
mission recipients at our first annual all church One 
Great Day of Mission on Saturday, September 15?  
How about with the renewal of our minds as we walk 
through the Old Testament in a day on Saturday, 
September 22?  How about with the kickoff of Logos 
on September 19?  How about with the return of 
MOPS on Wednesday, September 19?  These and 
other Kingdom opportunities are waiting for each of 
us in these in between times.  May we each find these 
and other opportunities revealing the joy of hope as 
we persevere in faith. 
 
GWIG, 
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Week of Sept. 2 – Jer. 2:4-13; Ps. 81:1, 10-16 
Heb. 13:1-8, 15-16; Luke 14:1, 7-14 
 
Week of Sept. 9 – Jer. 18:1-11; Ps. 139:1-6, 13-18 
Philemon. 1-21; Luke 14:25-33 
                            
Week of Sept. 16 – Jer. 4:11-12, 22-28; Ps. 14  
1 Tim. 1:12-17; Luke 15:1-10 
 
Week of Sept. 23 – Jer. 8:18-9:1; Ps. 79:1-9; 1 Tim. 2:1-7   
Luke 16:1-13 
                               

Week of Sept. 30  – Jer. 32:1-3a, 6-15; Ps. 91:1-6, 14-16  
1 Tim. 6:6-19; Luke 16:19-31 
 

 
 
 



CONFIRMATION: COME CLAIM THE CREED! 
 
The Confirmation Classes of 2007/2008 begins this 
month with a joint parent/confirmand/mentor 
orientation for all 7th and 8th graders on Sunday, 
September 16 between 11:30 AM and 1:00 PM in our 
Fellowship Hall.  All 7th and 8th graders are 
encouraged to attend and all current eighth graders 
are invited to select a mentor.  If you have not yet 
selected a mentor, ask Niki Brodeur or Carrie Mitchell 
for suggestions before that day. 
 
Sunday School classes for 7th and 8th grade 
Confirmation begin that same Sunday, September 16 
and continue through Pentecost Sunday when the 
students are confirmed.  8th grade confirmands and 
mentors will also meet the first Sunday afternoon of 
every month (10/7, 11/4, 12/2, 1/6, 2/3, 3/2, 4/6) 
between 11:30 AM and 1:00 PM for faith-building 
exercises and fun!  Since Pentecost is early this year 
(May 11, Mother’s Day), parents and Session 
members will be asked to join the mentors and 
confirmands on Sunday, May 4 for a celebratory time. 
Mark your calendars now! 
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LOGOS – 2008 
 

We Want You! You are a child of God! Please 
come join us! 

 

September 12 – Choir  – Adult Orientation – Dinner! 
Time: 4:00 PM – 6:00 PM 
 

September 19 – Full Logos Program – 4:00 PM – 
7:00 PM – Welcome. The word is Respect. 
 

September 26 – Buddy Night/Outdoors – Fresh Air 
– The word is Alive. 
 

October 3 – SURPRISE NIGHT – The word is Fall 
in. 
 

October 10 – Mission Kick-Off – Local Mission The 
word is Mission. 
 

     Bring a Buddy to Buddy Night! Please help the 
kitchen people by letting the office know by Monday, 
September 24. If changes happen after Monday, 
please let the office know. We like to keep our 
kitchen people in the know. 
     Remember registration! Forms will be in the 
mailing to you. Also, you may register at the table in 
the lobby Sunday – September 9. Of  course – 
Registration – September 12 – Choir Night  – Adult 
Orientation and dinner. Time 4:00 PM – 6:00 PM. 
     See you soon! 
            Sylvia Fix 
 

 

Annual “Kick-Off Picnic”  
and Congregational Photograph!  

�
             Celebrate Coming Home  
 

Games   For all ages 
 
 

              
 

 
JOIN the FUN at the Church 

 
(Immediately following the 10:00 a.m. 
Worship service.) 
 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9 
 
“WEATHER or not” Our lawns or in 
Fellowship Hall 
 
Burgers and hots, salads and 
beverages will be provided. 
 
For dessert!!! “Create your own 
Sundae” 
 

 
 
 

THERE WILL BE A DUNKING 
BOOTH! 

                  
Bring a towel!!! 

 



Is there a shroud of mystery that covers 
the Old Testament? 

 

Does much of Israel's history seem 
confusing? 

 

Does it seem that there is a very different 
picture of God presented in the Old 

Testament than in the New? 
 

  
 

Join us Saturday, September 22nd, 
2007 for a 

Walk Thru the Old 
Testament Seminar 

 

Hosted by First Presbyterian 
Church 

21 Church Street ~ Pittsford NY  14534 
 

In five hours, the Walk Thru the Old 
Testament Seminar will familiarize you 
with the Old Testament.  Without taking 
notes, you will learn 77 major people, 
places, and events of history in a 
memorable way as we walk through the 
timeline and geography of biblical events.  
You will also learn a variety of lessons and 
principles which will give a new depth of 
meaning to your understanding of the 
entire Bible. Bring friends and family and 
join us as we grow in our understanding of 
God's Word. 
 

Pre-registration - $15    Day of event $20 
(includes lunch) 

Registration is open until Wednesday, 
September 19th 

Questions? - Call  Doris: 585-586-5688 
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ONE GREAT DAY OF MISSION 
 
Everyone is invited to be mission-minded!  
Come one, come all to the First Annual "One 
Great Day of Mission" on Saturday, September 
15th.  We will gather Saturday morning at our 
church, break bread together, and head out in 
teams to four of the agencies with which our 
congregation has mission partnerships: the 
Community Microenterprise Center (CMC), 
Wilson Commencement Park (WCP), Calvary 
St. Andrews and Cameron Community 
Ministries (CCM).  What better way is there to 
start the academic year than by helping out our 
friends and neighbors and ministering as a 
church family together? Soul-satisfaction is 
guaranteed! Signups and exact times will be in 
Fellowship Hall before and after worship on 
8/26, 9/2, and 9/9.  Any questions? Please 
contact our Outreach chair, John Valenti at 671-
5964. 
 



Habitat House- Cornerstone Laying Ceremony -
Sunday September 16, 2007 

from Dick Sprenkle 
 

SAVE THE DATE  of Sunday September 16 at 2 PM 
for the Cornerstone Laying Ceremony which will 
celebrate the start of construction of our Habitat 
House at 68 Orange St. in Rochester.  At this 
ceremony, eight leaders from each faith group 
comprising our Habitat Interfaith Partnership will 
present a “blessing” statement for the house and its 
future owners.  This will be followed by the laying of 
a HIP cornerstone and then placement of these 
statements in the cornerstone block as a symbol of 
God’s ongoing and loving presence.  Music will be 
provided by youth choirs from our faith groups.   
  

Directions to the house site can be obtained from 
Google (Maps) and will be posted at church 
beginning in September.  
  

Please join us for what should be an enjoyable and 
important celebration as we begin construction of 
our third HIP house.   
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RAIHN is coming to Pittsford! 
 

RAIHN  is a non-profit organization of faith 
communities who assist homeless families achieve 
sustainable independence by supporting them with 
resources of food, shelter, personalized case 
management and a broad network of caring 
volunteers.  Pittsford Presbyterian has been a support 
congregation to Asbury Methodist Church.  Now, 
planning is underway and we expect to increase our 
involvement in October and will hopefully be hosting 
guests in Pittsford in January.  Watch for more details 
as plans become final. 
 

We will need “hands on” help from more individuals 
and groups at Pittsford, so start planning now for 
what YOU or your circle or youth group or Bible 
study group can do to help. 
 

NEEDS: Volunteers – to cook serve a meal, to visit, 
to set up, to stay overnight to make phone calls, to 
shop for supplies, to launder bedding, etc.   
   

 Donations – Aerobeds (twin size only) purchase with 
coupon at Linens ‘n Things or donate $ for group 
purchase;  twin sheets, pillow cases, blankets;  a few 
toys, videos for children or teens, flashlights, 
nightlights, small clocks for bedside. 

 
Watch for more information after church in Fellowship 
Hall this fall.  Questions? 
Barb Smith    586-0754 or wsmith4@rochester.rr.com
   

Mission Opportunity....Pearlington, Miss. 
From Rob Rhodes 

  

Two final trips are planned for Hurricane Katrina 
clean-up.  Help restore the lives of others while 
experiencing tremendous personal satisfaction.  
                        September 30-October 6,  
                        December 26,-January 2, 2008 
(including High School and College students)  
Contact Ron or Bev Pollock, Barb or Bill Smith, 
or Dan Harrison.  
 

 
  
Mission Mozambique summer 2008....watch 
for details!!  
 

 
�
THE MANY FACES OF GOD - Monday evenings 
at CRCDS – 9/10, 10/1, 10/29, 11/12, 11/26, 12/10 – 
Christian systematic theology over the past century.  
The course is designed to facilitate interfaith dialogue 
and understanding and to equip Christians to engage 
with their neighbors, friends, and�colleagues of 
different world religions.  The classes will go from 
6:00 – 8:00pm at the seminary.  Class is for lay 
persons, taught by Dr. C. Denise Yarbrough and costs 
$75.00.  271-1320 to register or check the website at  
www.crcds.edu.  Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam, 
Judaism�� and Bahai will be topics. 
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“PULL YOURSELF TOGETHER!”   
You’ve heard it time and time again: 
“Pull yourself together…Cheer 
up…Tough it out…It’s not that bad”. 
Perhaps people have said it to you. Or 
perhaps you keep saying it to yourself. 
But it hasn’t helped. You are still hurting. Things are 
coming apart, not coming together. Here’s the good 
news: You don’t have to go through your struggles 
alone. Help is available. Our Stephen Ministers are 
trained caregivers who will walk with you, listen to 
you, and provide confidential one-to-one care as you 
search through the pieces and find what is truly in 
your heart. To learn more about Stephen Ministry for 
yourself or someone you know, talk to one of our 
Stephen Leaders: Jane Hunter, Alice O’Dwyer, Kay 
Saxum (385-9807), Barbara Smith, Dick Sprenkle or 
Carol Tiemann. Our Stephen Ministers are ready to 
care for you. 
 
 



Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS) Returns for a 
Second Successful Year 

Building on the phenomenal success of last year, 
MOPS will begin Wednesday, September 17th and 
continue the first and third Wednesdays of the month 
through May 21st.  The moms gather between 9:15-
11:00am for fellowship, food, and filling 
conversations while the preschoolers are lovingly 
cared for.  If you are a mother of a preschooler, or 
know a woman who is, please check us out at the 
church website (www.pittsfordpres.org) or contact 
Betsy Wilson at blm7@cornell.edu.   
 

 
          

Welcome to the Kingdom!  We are very excited 
about the new Rotation Model Sunday school 
program for our children.  We will begin Sunday, 
September 9th, 10:00 am at the beginning, with 
creation, the story of Genesis!  Everyone in grades 1 - 
6 will go to Fellowship Hall for the Gathering after 
mouse report.  Preschool and Kindergarten children 
will go to their usual rooms downstairs.   
Confirmation and Senior High Forum, 7th through 
12th grade, will report to their traditional rooms 
upstairs.   
          Each week in the Kingdom, children in grades 1 
through 6 will be escorted by a "shepherd" to their 
rotation classroom.  These classrooms along with the 
teacher's name will be displayed in the lobby and 
published in the bulletin every Sunday. The 
following week each primary class grades 1-3 will 
rotate to another primary station.  Each intermediate 
class will rotate to an intermediate station. For 
example:  Sunday, September 16th,  
     Primary  
     Grade 1 "Divine Diner" (cooking) with Carin Ash,  
          Kitchen 
     Grade 2 "Creation Station" (arts and crafts) with  
          Renate Appelo, room 1 
     Grade 3 "W.O.W" (Way Of the Word) with Willa  
          Broughton, room 6 
     Intermediate  
     Grade 4 "Lord's Laboratory" (science) with Dan  
          Harrison, room 201 
     Grade 5 "B.L.A.ST " (Bible Learning Adventure  
          STation) with Matt Wahl, Activity Room 
     Grade 6 "Creation Station" (arts and crafts) with  
          Suzanne Crowley, room 7 
Other rotations for future units include:  "Acts of 
Faith" (Drama), "Holy Harmony" (Music), "Paradise 
Pictures" (Movies) and www.kingdom.com. 
(Computers).  Which unit sounds most interesting to 
you?  Look for sign up sheets in Fellowship Hall 
after church and volunteer.  Each unit would only 
require a 3 - 4 week commitment.  See you in the 
Kingdom! 
     Sincerely, Your Christian Education Comm. 

Look at Some of the Adult Education 
Opportunities! 

Beginning immediately on: 
·  Sunday, September 9. History of Reformed 

Confessions, 8:30 with Lucien Rouse, Library 
·  Continuing: Serendipity Study Bible, 10:00 

Library 
·  Wednesday Morning Lectionary Bible Study, 

9:30 
·  Wednesday Evening Lectionary Bible Study, 

7:30 
·  Thursday Morning Men's Breakfast, 7:30 St. 

John Fisher Cafeteria. (This is a 
nondenominational group with men from all 
walks of life.) 

·  Monthly Men's Breakfast, 7:00 Mendon Ponds 
Park. (Meets at the lodge at the intersection of 
Canfield & Hopkins Point Rd. Contact Ron 
Pollock for more information.  email: 
RonPollock@aol.com.   

          Cell: 455-0000 yes, that is his actual cell phone  
          number!) 

 

 
 
Walk Thru the Bible Old Testament, 

Saturday September 22nd from 8:30 am to 4:00 pm 
will be the kick off to our new Bible Study offerings 
all being held in room 203 

 

 
 
A Biblical Financial Study Through     
             Crown Ministries 

 

            Facilitated by Jeff Tyler, the Crown Small 
Group Study is a 10 week in-depth study of what 
Scripture teaches about money and possessions.  
Graduates have confirmed that marriages are being 
strengthened and individuals are finding their way 
out of debt.  They are also becoming consistent 
savers, generous givers, and prudent consumers.  
Most importantly, people are entering into a closer 
relationship with Jesus Christ as they learn to apply 
His Word.  Groups meet for 2 hours every week and 
meetings include Scripture memorization and 
interactive discussions.” 
  

Orientation for the Crown Small Group 
Study at First Presbyterian will be on Wednesday, 
August 29th at 7:00.  Classes begin Monday, 
September 10th and will meet every Monday night 
through November 12.  For those interested, please 
contact Jeff Tyler at 415-5711 or email 
Jeffrey.tyler@nmfn.com.   

 
 



 
 
Looking for a unique experience?  Dick 

Sprenkle will teach a Bible Study on Tuesday 
evenings at 7:30, featuring videos of the Holy Lands.  
He has personally been to many of these sights!  
These 5 to 6 week classes will begin October, 9th.  
Dick's classes will not meet the first Tuesday of each 
month because of his commitment to the Outreach 
Committee.   

 

 
 
Last, but definitely not least, Rev. Bruce 

Boak has offered to teach his favorite Bible Study 
program, Bethel.  This program consists of three, 7 
week, Old Testament units for an in-depth 
understanding of scripture.  Bruce first studied Bethel 
with his friend, Gerry Mello.  Yes, our Crown 
Ministries Stewardship Speaker last fall! Bruce's 
Bible Study will be held Thursday evenings at 7:30 
beginning on September 27th.  
Know the Word!   
Your Christian Education Committee 

 
 

 
 
               ORGAN NEWS 
               from Ed Kinnen 

 
Our organ is beginning to take shape! This is a photo 
taken recently of the frame of the organ as it is being 
erected in the Taylor and Boody workshop in 
Virginia. The windchests and most of the pipes have 
been assembled already. Now work begins of putting 
it all together. More new pictures of the construction 
appear around the church. The Taylor and Boody 
Organ Builders web site has more photos. Photo by 
Phil Tinder. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Dear Friends at First Presbyterian Church, 
 

     My name is Heather Telfer (formally Snow).  
Many of you know my mother, June Mathieu. I am 
currently training with Team In Training and raising 
money for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. I'm 
running the Marine Corps Marathon in Washington, 
DC on October 28, 2007. 
     It is my privilege to be able to run in honor of a 
special person in all of our lives. My honored 
teammate is Martha Boak and I am raising money on 
her behalf. 
     As many of you already know, Martha is currently 
battling follicular, grade 2, stage 4 lymphoma.  
Martha is the real champion on this team, and we 
need your support to cross the ultimate finish line - a 
cure! 
     The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society is 
committed to finding cures for leukemia and 
related diseases and improving the lives of those 
affected by these diseases. The money we raise goes 
to over 200 researchers, provides financial assistance 
to patients, sponsors scientific conferences around the 
country, produces educational materials and videos, 
and runs over 50 support groups nationwide. 
     So I am calling on you to help me meet my goal of 
$1800 by October 10th. It's 26.2 Miles for pure 
sweat, determination (some tears...it's really hard to 
run that far) and the realization that we are helping to 
cure cancer! 
     I have a website that you can visit to follow my 
fundraising progress, as well as my running progress. 
You can also either give a check to my mother or 
mail a check to me made out to the Leukemia and 
Lymphoma Society. All contributions are tax 
deductible.  Also, check to see if you company 
matches gifts. Matching gifts are a great way for 
corporations to donate to the Society!! The link and 
my mailing address are below. 
 
http://www.active.com/donate/tntnca04/HeatherTelfer 
8536 Milford Court 
Springfield, VA 22152 
 

     This Saturday I will run 14 miles, and build every 
week until the marathon. Just a few weeks ago, I ran 
6 miles with a woman who is 11 months in remission 
from Lymphoma - now if that is not motivation, I am 
not sure what is. 
     Thank you for your support.  I am so excited to be 
able to do this!!! 
 

God bless you all! 
 

Heather Telfer 


