
1 
 

Star Trek 
Matthew 2:1-12 
Ephesians 3:1-12 
Isaiah 60:1-6 
January 4, 2015 
First Presbyterian Church 
Pittsford, NY 
Epiphany Sunday 
 
 
Text: (Mat 2:9 NRSV) When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the 
star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 
 
Prayer 
Lord, we come before your presence to worship you. We worship because you have become present to us, 
have revealed yourself to us, have come to us. We are here today because you have been present to us in 
all times and places. Give us grace to praise you as we ought, to, not only praising you with our lips, here 
in Sunday worship, but also praising you with our lives throughout the week. Amen. 
 

lingon Conventions are not the norm for me, but one was held at the Hilton Hotel just several 
blocks from where I was once a pastor. For several days people dressed in costumes and makeup 
- assorted mixtures of spandex, rubber, leather, and metal were fashioned to adorn bodies which 

had been enhanced with pointed ears, furrowed brows, enlarged cranial capacity skull shapes.It was 
galactic couture at its finest. Participants spoke Klingon to each other and gathered around models of 
assorted space crafts, creating a cyber-world of adult play.   
 
So on Sunday, after the sanctuary was quiet and people had left I went to the Hilton to observe the event 
for myself. A dark navy blue worsted suit did not mesh with Klingon attire. I made my way toward the 
men’s room when I was suddenly halted by a Klingon guard, spear in hand who asked for code words that 
were beyond my knowledge. He made it perfectly clear that I was not a Klingon conference participant. I 
had no desire to incur the ire of this non-earthling, but my response to his command was not endearing. I 
said, “I think you better beam me up, Scotty.” 
 
Now I don’t know a great deal about Klingons but I could see that this was rapidly emerging as a new 
religion complete with holy texts and words. The sacred space at the hotel had been invaded. There are 
vast numbers of people who have followed the development of Star Trek.  Not only do they memorize 
vast portions of the original Star Trek, but they also know the scripts to: 
 
Star Trek II:  The Wrath of Khan 
Star Trek III: The Search for Spock  
Star Trek IV: The Voyage Home 
Star Trek V: The Final Frontier 
Star Trek VI: The Undiscovered Country 
 
Star Trek Into Darknesswas released in 2013. After the crew of the Enterprise found an unstoppable force 
of terror from within their own organization, Captain Kirk lead a manhunt to a war-zone world to capture 
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a one-man weapon of mass destruction. 
 
But, long before the movie and popular television series caught popular fancy, before this celluloid series 
of science fiction became a prophecy of use of PDA’s and iBooks there were others who went on a Star 
Trek.  They had first seen the star in the Eastern sky and they prepared to travel and follow it as it moved. 
We speculate about their national origin, religious affiliation and professional background. Matthew 
suggests they were Zoroastrians or priestly astronomers from Persia. Evidently they were well-heeled 
financially, highly educated, and important enough to consult with a king. Their gifts in that day were 
expensive and lavish. 
 
An end of the year edition of Newsweek1years ago speculated whether the Guiding Light was a star . . . or 
planets. Almost thirty five years ago David Hughes, in his book The Star of Bethlehem, had come to the 
same conclusions.2 On Christmas Eve a number of years ago, I offered some boyhood reflections 
generated by the discovery of Gary Mechler. Gary was a boyhood friend and was the best man at our 
wedding. We had lost track of him until Martha discovered his new book at the French Road Elementary 
School library. Dr. Mechler became taught physics and astronomy at the University of Arizona and ran 
their telescope program there. At our wedding he didn’t quite know where to stand and it was suggested 
that the custodian be asked to rehang the Christmas Star that had appeared in the chancel so that he could 
get his bearings.  
 
Dr. Mechler wrote that Stars tend to move and the Star seen by the wise men in Matthew’s biblical 
account was probably a collection of planets in the Eastern sky appearing in the constellation Pisces, 
therefore being interpreted by Persian mystics that something unusual was happening in Palestine since 
Pisces was the constellation of Palestine in Persian lore.   
 
We may not be stargazers with the insight of the Magi, but there is something to be learned from them as 
we begin our Trek in a new year.  It would be well for us to be star struck, too, and ready to travel in the 
sense of the Magi, for the wisdom of the Wise Men is as needful in this age as it was then. 
 
They were caught by a vision and we need to discern the one God has for us in 2015.As the Wise Men 
from the East sought the Messiah, we ought to seek him.As they brought their gifts, we ought to place 
before him our gifts, too. As they surrendered their worn beliefs for a new faith and opted to return home 
by another route, forsaking the evil Herod and his devilment, we ought to change our path for one that 
likewise forsakes evil.  As they wrought a new life out of the old, so let us set our course for a new 
destiny as well - one that begins with Jesus and ever remains loyal to him.   
 
CAUGHT - a vision 
SOUGHT - a Messiah 
BROUGHT - gifts 
WROUGHT - a new life from the old and worn 
OUGHT - to change our path 
 
Preacher, John Killinger tells us, “Life isn’t just rootedness and settledness. It is journey, movement, 

                                                 
1Sharon Begley, “The Christmas Star - or Was It Planets?” Newsweek, December 29, 1991, page. 54. 

2David Hughes, The Star of Bethlehem (New York: Simon & Schuster, 1979). 
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going from one place to another.”3 Following the star, we might move with the rhythm of the Wise Men 
and their determination to “to pay homage”to the King who is the Messiah, foretold by Micah. 
 
CAUGHT A VISION 
 
We need a vision for our future. We continue to make technological advances. It seems that 4K TVs, all 
the rage at Best Buy this past Christmas, will become more of a standard and challenge for broadcast. We 
are beginning to see the emergence of plans for driverless automobiles and new medicines are being 
released for disease and cancer. And yet, despite of these developments we have moral relapses. The Wise 
Men saw a star and researched its meaning for them and made plans to follow it to uncover what it might 
reveal. Maybe that’s your needfor this New Year.Maybe you have the vision but lack the gumption to 
achieve it. Think of Abraham. “By faith” says the writer to the Hebrews, “Abraham obeyed when he was 
called to set out for a place that he was to receive as an inheritance, and he set out, not knowing where he 
was going.”4 It is because the call came from God.   
 

                                                 
3John Killinger in a sermon entitled “Losing the Star,” in Christmas Spoken Here (Nashville: Broadman 
Press, 1989), p. 116. 

4Hebrew 11:8. 
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The Wise Men have ridden across more miles for Hallmark and American Greeting Cards than they ever 
rode to get to Bethlehem.  Still, it was no easy trek traveling across the wilderness for what we suspect 
was 1200 miles.It took a long time. But, they caught a vision that the star was calling them to something 
important and they persisted until they came to the place where the star stopped. Certainly God’s vision 
for each of us involves satisfying service, salutary sacrifice and simple success. But until we search for 
the star and agree to follow where it guides we will be stuck in the same place with the same old routine. 
 
We need new visions here at First Presbyterian Church. We can’t expect people to come to church. We’ve 
got to reach them in their cocoons of ear plugs and automobile isolation booths.   
 
We will need to revisit families and figure out how to reach them. If I describe the “average” American 
for us, she is a 32 year-old single woman. The population of US singles is skyrocketing. In 1970 the 
percentage of US population age 18 and older that were single was 32% women and 22% men. By 1990 it 
had climbed to 40% women and 36% of men. Estimates are now that 55% of women and 48% of men are 
single. 
 
Churches in 2015 are not measured by their seating capacity but by their sending capacity.Our post-
modern era long ago now started to witness the deprofessionalization of psychological and spiritual care. 
All the baptized are enlisted to be care givers. Elders, Deacons, Trustees, Stephen Ministers – we will 
need them all as well as faithful servants who carry the message of salvation and the love of Jesus Christ 
by attitudes and actions that bring hope and compassion to a world that is in great need of such behavior. 
New Architectural Feel - Smart churches like smart cards, smart cars, smart TVs, smart boards, smart 
houses, and smart highways will need to be smart in the future too. One church in Tucson, Arizona built 
an educational wing that included space for the “x-generation” a carpeted room (both floors and walls) 
with no furniture, only stacks and piles of different sized pillows. Members plop down on the floor, get 
out their Bibles and start saloning with each other. 
 
The greater challenges to us are not economics or ergonomics, but egonomics. We will need to find a way 
to challenge consumption modes with lives of purpose. I suppose that we should be exploring 
improvements to our web page and taking more advantage of projection screens to be considered up to 
date, but are there new ways of observing our structure as a congregation so that we aren’t enslaved for 
institutional maintenance but freed and empowered to do mission? 
 
Do we need a vision of something rooted in first century theology that touches the lives of 21st century 
people? 
 
A news article, left on my desk by one of our members and clipped from the Wall Street Journal 
examined the future of churches in the United States. In the author’s view the church has too often 
followed descending paths of modern culture to whatever depths it leads. Along with trails of Biblical 
criticism has come the deconstruction of holy texts for the purpose of discrediting their status as revealed 
truth. The clipping says that this voguehas been joined by campaigns to cleanse the Gospels and liturgies 
of anything that might offend a professor of multi-cultural studies.   
 
Theologian Bernard Reardon declares that once the Bible and other holy documents are stripped of 
anything people might find to be offensive, any religion based upon the new texts will reduced to a mere 
adjunct of the surrounding culture rather than a challenge to it. Typical congregantswould then find it 
increasingly hard to see why they should spend Sunday morning in a place where secular views are 
simply echoed. The words of Jesus where he said, “But I say unto you, love your enemies, bless them that 
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curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them that despitefully use you” will be lost to a 
people who are more eager to embrace the words “retaliate” and “revenge.” If we aren’t carefully we will 
see our culture shift far afield from these Biblical principles of Jesus to something where the police are 
left to protect themselves by imposing fear and intimidation and people elect vigilante violence to express 
their opinions, destroying others’ lives and property in the name of freedom of speech. The apostle Paul 
would say it this way when he wrote to the Romans, “Do not let the world the around you squeeze you 
into its own mold, but let God remold your mind from within.”  As long as we only mirror our culture, we 
will make our church and the Bible dispensable.  We need to follow the star of gospel truth, yet find a 
way of encountering a changing world.  
 
SOUGHT A MESSIAH 
 
They caught the vision and they sought the Messiah. Surely there would have been warnings of robbery 
along the caravan route from the East.  They knew the danger, but the cost did not dissuade and the 
challenge did not discourage. Some may have even thought them weird and bizarre to persist on their 
quest. Even Herod tried to abuse their good purpose for his own ends. Our seeking will come in our study 
of the Bible, in ministering those around us and in looking for the Christ in others.   
 
BROUGHT GIFTS 
 
We really have no idea how many Wise Men there were. The number is not mentioned in Scripture.We 
are aware that at least three gifts were presented and carols and Christmas cards usually depict three, as 
well as do the legends about these Magi. Perhaps you remember the first really moving religious TV 
personality, Bishop Fulton Sheen. He speculated that the gold was to honor the Kingship of Jesus, the 
frankincense to honor His Divinity, and the Myrrh to honor His Humanity.  
 
No matter the number of presents, they brought gifts and as we emulate these Wise men we are asked to 
bring something more than material gifts.We are asked to bring ourselves, for that is what is on the wish 
list of the Christ.We may bring our possessions, but they will be worth less if not accompanied by our 
hearts, our faith, our talents, our personalities and the uniqueness God has given to us.   
 
King Herod sent a very different gift. He sent soldiers to murder all the male children of Bethlehem who 
were two years of age and under.  Even in childhood Jesus knew the threat of the unbelieving and the 
violent. He faced it again at Nazareth when his fellow worshipers wanted to throw him off a cliff. He met 
it on Calvary in mortal brutality.     
 
Herod was paranoid and insanely jealous. He was a suspicious, insecure autocrat who did not hesitate to 
eliminate anyone who was a potential threat to his power.He wiped out his wife, her mother, and three of 
his sons. The Roman Emperor, Augustus, joked that it was safer to be Herod’s pig than Herod’s son. 
 
When Herod first heard from the wise men, Matthew says that he was frightened. When they returned to 
their country by another way, Herod became infuriated and sent his storm troopers to conduct the 
slaughter.  Whenever I think of this event in scripture my mind connects with the movie, Schindler’s List.  
 
I also recall places like Sharpsville, March 21, 1960 when white South African police opened fire on a 
crowd made up mostly of black school children and 69 of them were killed. Or I think about Birmingham, 
September 19, 1963 when a bomb exploded in the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church and four little Sunday 
school girls lost their lives, or the children who lost their lives in the rubble of the Federal Building of 
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Oklahoma City. My mind goes to Nigeria and Boka Haram or to Qaraqosh, Iraq, just south-east of Mosul 
and the slaughter and displacement of 50,000 Christians there one day as the world stood idly by 
wondering what to do. Sometimes our world out Herods Herod.But power and abuse are not gifts that 
impress the king of kings. 
 
What gifts will we offer Jesus in the New Year? Will they be gifts of love or gifts extended in anger?  
Will we withhold gifts and offer excuses? You know the kind God prefers. If we sow seeds of discontent, 
we will reap its pain.  If we sow seeds of kindness and concern we will ultimately experience the beauty 
of it.   
 
Garth Brooks, sang a song that illustrated a truth about how we sometimes wish for the wrong things. 
 
Just the other night at a hometown football game, 
My wife and I ran into my old high-school flame, 
And as I introduced them the past came back to me, 
And I couldn’t help but think then of the way things used to be. 
 
She was the one that I’d wanted for all time. 
Each night I’d spend praying that God would make her mine. 
And if only He’d grant me this wish I wished back then, 
I would never ask for anything again. 
 
She wasn’t quite the angel I’d remembered in my dreams. 
And I could tell that time had changed me in her eyes, too. 
We tried to talk about the old days. 
There wasn’t much we could recall. 
I guess the Lord knows what He’s doing, after all. 
And as we walked away, I looked at my wife, 
And then and there I thanked the good Lord 
For the gifts in my life. 
 
The last line of the song is: 
 
Some of God’s greatest gifts are unanswered prayers. 
 
Actually those who bring gifts to the Christ discover that God has gifts to give in return and they aren’t 
always what you expect or want.  Sometimes they are glorious, generous surprises. 
 
WROUGHT A NEW LIFE 
 
They caught the vision God gave them; they sought the Messiah God promised as their King, they 
brought their gifts by giving themselves, and they wrought a new life for the future. There is a verse from 
scripture that has often made some direct practical sense to me. “And being forewarned in a dream they 
returned to their home country by another way.” I have quoted this when I have learned that there is road 
construction on the North East extension of the Pennsylvania Turnpike and that to get back to Pittsford it 
would be better to first head west toward Harrisburg and then north on Rte. 15 to I-390. 
 
They returned to their homeland by another route, for God gave them a warning in a dream. When you’ve 
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encountered the Christ of God, life changes. You see through dark intentions. Bitterness evaporates.  
Resentment melts. Hatred dissolves. . . even when we feel used. 
 
Lars Olsen Skrefsrud was a thief until, while in prison, he made a spiritual journey to the Jesus of 
Bethlehem and never went back. He sailed on to India where he began a missionary work that thrives 
today.. He died in 1910 having, like the wise men, wrought a new life. 
 
Charles Colson was prominent in politics but dashed to despair in the Watergate affair. While in prison he 
worshiped the child Jesus, so that he could write: “My lowest days as a Christian have been more 
fulfilling and rewarding than all the days of glory in the White House.” 
 
God wrought a new life for Methodist pastor Gerry Phelps - an intellectual, an economist and university 
professor who got wrapped up in illegal demonstrations during the Viet Nam war and found herself 
sentenced to prison. There she found the same wonderful Christ before whom the Wise Men knelt and she 
took a different road. Her mission work assisting poor families devastated by floods and storms is 
heralded as her finest achievement.   
 
OUGHT TO CHANGE OUR PATH 
 
I don’t know how you came to church today . . . driving on route 96 or along Monroe Avenue. But, if you 
came with bitterness, resentment, hostility, despair, I hope that in some way you will be able to offer 
those feelings at the manger as your gift, for even these can be transformed.  Then perhaps you ought to 
change your plans so that you will be able to return home to God by another way. 
 
   • If what you are after is first and foremost power, you’d better forget about love. 
   • If you insist on putting yourself at the center, you’d better get ready for a life of loneliness. 
   • If you are a gossip, don’t be expecting confidences. 
   • If you view life as essentially a quantitative proposition, you’d better keep your averages up. 
   • If you think life is a race won by the swift, you dare never slow down. 
   • If you think the fight goes to the strong, you’d better never relax. 
   • If you love life in the fast lane, don’t even think of setting your heart on anything that takes time. 
   • If what you are seeking is security, then you’d better forget about genuine ecstasy because you 

can’t have both. 
   • If you honestly believe that life is a rat race, don’t be surprised if you don’t find any dignity in it. 
   • If you’re primarily interested in justice and not in mercy, you’d better never make any mistakes. 
   • If you are ruthless on the way up, don’t be looking for tenderness on the way down. 
 
But surely you have come here this morning because you want to pursue something in life that is rooted in 
purpose and meaning. Well, if this means that you need to return home by a “different road” than the one 
on which you came, a different approach, a different life goal, then having been forewarned, return to 
your home by another way. I suggest taking following Jesus. Furthermore I would recommend that this is 
something that we all ought to do.   
 
CAUGHT - a vision 
SOUGHT - a Messiah 
BROUGHT - gifts 
WROUGHT - a new life from the old and worn 
OUGHT - to change our path 
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