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Lectionary Passages:  

1 Samuel 5:1-5
Psalm 123
2 Corinthians 12:2-10
Mark 6:1-13

1. My favorite coffee cup has a picture of a frazzled person walking into a coffee shop where the espresso flavors are labeled, grace, hope and faith.  The frazzled person says, “Give me some grace, and make it a double.”

a. Are there days when you could stand a double shot of grace?

i. Are there days when you wake up late, the kids are already clamoring for breakfast, you know you have a pressing problem at work coupled with back-to-back meetings, and you have company coming for supper?

ii. Are there days when you are about to show a house and you get a flat tire on the way to pick up the prospective buyers?

iii. Are there days when you visit a loved one who is dying and their breathing is raspier?

iv. Are there days when you can’t figure out what God wants you to do with your life?

v. Are there days when you agonize for a loved one who can’t figure out what God wants her to do with her life?

b. Are there days when you could stand a double shot of grace?

i. The punchline on the coffee-cup has become a favorite scripture verse:

1. My grace is sufficient for thee; for power is made perfect in weakness.

2. God’s grace is enough.

a. Enough for what you ask?

i. Everything.

b. God’s grace is sufficient; we don’t need a double shot.

c. With God’s grace, each of us can make the world a more grace-filled place.
i. And this world needs more grace.
1. There are 7.3 billion people in the world.
a. Nearly a third of the world’s population live in China and India combined

b. 68.6%  are non-Christian, 31.4% are Christian.
i. By 2050, the percentage of Muslims and Christians is projected to be nearly equal. 

2. In 2013, the poorest 3.5 billion people and the richest 85 people each controlled 1% of the world's wealth. The richest 1% owned 46% of the world's wealth.

3. About 795 million people are undernourished globally, this represents one in three people in developing regions

4. Only 6.7% have a college or university degree

ii. Not only does this world need more grace, so does this nation.
1. Nearly 2.5 million American children were homeless at some point in 2013.
a. That amounts to nearly one in 30 children being homeless.

2. One in four children in this country is living without consistent access to enough nutritious food to live a healthy life.
 
d. How do we live with this staggering lack of grace?

i. Why doesn’t our Christian conscience clamor more for JUSTICE, NOT JUST US.

2. Perhaps you have heard of Michael J. Sandel, Harvard’s Government Professor, and his wildly popular YouTube videos on Justice.

a. In both his video lectures and his book, Sandel engagingly outlines the major schools of political philosophy – utilitarianism, libertarianism, Kantianism, and neo-Aristotelianism – and their approaches to justice.

b. So the American church is clamoring for justice, it just is doing so in opposition, not in collaboration with other faith-based entities or those who would be sympathetic to the end-goal.
i. And when we make these arguments in silos, we argue for just us, not justice.

ii. At the risk of over-generalizing, let me help us sort these lines of reasoning out as major groupings within Christianity.

c. Evangelicals are clamoring for a libertarian justice.
i. Libertarianism as posited by Nozick, Friedman and others favors unfettered markets and opposes government regulation in the objective of providing total liberty to each person owning him or herself.
ii. Unfortunately, if each person is able to claim complete autonomy, we sacrifice our notions of civic participation, mutual influence, and community-building.

1. We cease being the body of Christ and see one another as body parts for sale by each autonomous self.
d. And more conservative mainline Christians are clamoring for a more utilitarian form of justice.
i. Utilitarianism is described as achieving the greatest good for the greatest number.  
1. Unfortunately, this approach has the potential to trample individual human rights.
e. Progressives are clamoring for a Kantian form of justice.

i. Immanuel Kant says justice means giving people what they morally deserve.

1. In order to determine what people morally deserve, Kant rejects our desires as a basis for our morality.

2. Kant also rejects God as a basis for our morality, even though Kant was a Christian.

3. Instead, Kant argues the supreme principle of morality is the exercise of pure practical reason.

4. The moral worth of an action consists not in the consequences that flow from it, but in the intention from which the act is done.

a. For Kant, the motive of duty is supreme.

b. This is Kant’s categorical imperative.
ii. Unfortunately, Kant’s approach assumes everyone has knowingly agreed to a social contract in which some persons have certain skills while others are not as equally gifted.

1. This tacit consent, as John Locke calls it, does not guarantee the fairness of the social contract.
f. Catholics are clamoring for an Aristotelian form of justice.

i. In his masterfully comprehensive theological summation, 11th century theologian, Thomas Aquinas modernized Aristotelian thought for his age and it has been handed down through the Roman Catholic church ever since then.
ii. For Aristotle, justice is teleological and honorific.

iii. We must know the telos or goal of a right and what virtues it honors.

1. Aristotle does not believe the ends can justify the means.
2. For Aristotle, justice is ultimately about honor, virtue and the nature of the good life.
iv. Unfortunately, Aristotle could and did use this line of reasoning to justify slavery by arguing that it was both natural and necessary.

g. This whirlwind overview of the multiple approaches to justice gives us a brief glimpse of their unique strengths and weaknesses.

i. All of these highly convicted, Christ-following groups are clamoring for justice, but they are talking past one another without listening, appreciating or engaging each others ideas to form a stronger approach.

1. Why would such good-intentioned people do that?

3. MIT professor Sherry Turkle says we expect more from technology and less from each other.

a. “We bend to the inanimate with new solicitude. We fear the risks and disappointments of relationships with our fellow humans.”

b. In an age where anybody with access to technology can create an alternative identity or avatar, people are less likely to have the skills to interact with others constructively, particularly if their opinions, values, or backgrounds differ.
c. While many can and will argue that technology has improved our lives, Turkle notes, “Technology helps us manage life stresses but generates anxieties of its own.”

i. How can we talk with one another about justice and our plans for doing ministry if we do not even want to be together without being tethered to our electronic devcies or shielded behind our carefully constructed online avatars?

d. Don’t panic: the church has been here before.

i. We’ve been in the midst of enormous and - for the time - rapid technological changes in confluence with vast shifts in economic and political models.

1. Respected authority on religion, Phyllis Tickle, identifies that the church is going through a giant rummage sale that has happened roughly every 500 years since the advent of christianity.

2. The last rummage sale happened during the Great Reformation when Martin Luther nailed his 95 theses to the church door in Wittemberg and trumpeted the importance of sola scriptura as the answer to humanity’s questioning the ultimate source of authority.  
3. Five hundred years prior to that, the Great Schism divided eastern and western churches as the Patriarch of Constantinople and the Pope of Rome excommunicated each other and debate raged over the nature of the Holy Spirit.  
4. Half a millennium prior to that, Gregory the Great ascended the throne and the monastic tradition gained traction with Benedict’s Rule as its progenitor.  
5. Five hundred years prior to that we have the apostles in the first century.
ii. All of these great shifts were accompanied by tectonic shifts in culture and while threatening at the time produced a greater spread of Christianity than could have been seen by those entrenched in the seemingly chaotic change.  
iii. Tickle points to the Columbus’s discovery of the new world, Copernican’s recasting of the universe, and Machiavelli’s ruthless approach to governance as great movers of the period of the Great Reformation.  
iv. The cultural shifts preceding and accompanying the most recent rummage sale, The Great Emergence, range between the intellectual contributions of Charles Darwin, Sigmund Freud, Albert Einstein and Joseph Campbell to the technological advances of the automobile, the television, and the Internet.  
v. She explains how new roles for women and new family configurations have altered our views of religious authority away from sola sciprtura to something as yet cleanly identified.

vi. What is perhaps newest in this rummage sale is the opportunity we have to embrace religious diversity without annhiliating those who don’t walk and talk just like us.

vii. How we will emerge from this Great Emergence remains a mystery but as we make our way through this wilderness wandering, we can call upon and share God’s grace, knowing it is sufficient, particularly if we do not give into the temptation to water it down or in any way take its dynamic power from it.
4. Episcopal Bishop Michael Marshall says we have bought into decaffeinated Christianity – a Christianity that is guaranteed NOT to keep you awake at night.

a. Decaffeinated Christianity has no concern for the poor,

i. Or for those who are in bondage, captivity and those who are oppressed.
b. Decaffeinated Christianity is what Dietrich Bonhoeffer calls “cheap grace.”

c. Decaffeinated Christianity is what my Princeton Professor Kenda Creasy Dean calls moralistic therapeutic deism.

i. This is a well-intentioned but ultimately ineffective version of Christianity currently being offered up in our churches.

ii. It is don’t ask, don’t tell Christianity that asks nothing of the disciple and tells nothing of God’s sacrificially loving grace to the world around us.

d. Decaffeinated Christianity in anathema to Jesus Christ.

5. Ah, but wait. Didn’t I just quote Paul saying God’s grace is sufficient?

a. You’re right. I did. 

b. But here’s where the caffeine kicks in.

i. Listen to the rest of the verse.

1. Power is made perfect in weakness.

c. What does that mean?

i. What is power?

1. Power in Greek is dunamis from which we get the word, dynamic.

ii. What is perfect?

1. Telos – the Greek word for end or goal.

iii. What is weakness?

1. The weakness of humanity as contrasted with the dynamism of God.

iv. God’s power finds its end or its goal in humanity.

6. In our gospel text this morning, Jesus leaves Capernaum and walks back to his hometown of Nazareth.

a. He leaves the Sea of Galilee and walks back into a sea of humanity.

i. This should be an ideal opportunity for God’s power to reach its goal or end of healing humanity, bringing them to wholeness through repentance, and helping them to be all God created them to be.

1. It should be an ideal opportunity, but it isn’t.

ii. While Jesus is in Nazareth, he does what he has become accustomed to doing in all the other cities and villages he had been visiting. 

1. He teaches in the synagogue.

b. But in his hometown synagogue, he offends the people and they retaliate by calling him illegitimate.

i. The people’s open hostility prevents Jesus from doing any “deed of power” there.

c. God’s power couldn’t meet its goal in this batch of unbelieving humanity.

i. So what does Jesus do?

ii. Maybe if Jesus were a two-year old or a teenager rather than a 30-year old, he might throw a temper tantrum.

1. Instead, the text tells us, he was amazed at their unbelief and he left.

2. He taught in the other villages.

7. He called the disciples together so he could send them out two-by-two – just like the animals on Noah’s Ark - with two directives.

a. One was a gift, the other a command.

b. I believe these two directives are just as important for all of us who are sent as missionaries in a global society that needs more of God’s grace.
i. I believe these directives are particularly important this week as we pray for our JASY mission team in Jamiaica.

1. I believe we can count on these directives because power – God’s power – is made perfect – finds its goal – in weakness – in our human undertakings.

c. The first thing Jesus gave the two-by-two disciples – and us as modern-day disciples – is authority over unclean spirits.

i. Our Gospel writer, Mark, emphasizes that this authority Jesus gives to the disciples is the same authority God gives Jesus.

ii. But what does Jesus mean by an unclean spirit?

1. Consider the Greek word for unclean, akathairo, which means something that isn’t pruned.

a. An unclean spirit is a spirit without pruning.

b. This is the same Greek word used in the passage we read after Easter from John 15 where Jesus says, I am the vine, you are the branches. 

c. Jesus goes on to tell us, “God prunes every branch that bears fruit so that it might bear more.”

2. Jesus is telling the disciples - and us - in our Mark text, “shine God’s light on people who haven’t been pruned.” 

3. “Help them get rid of the dead branches preventing them from growing into all they were created to be as God’s children.”

4. “Cast out the unclean spirits.”
d. The second directive Jesus commanded the two-by-two disciples – and us as modern-day disciples – is to adapt to the circumstances we face.

i. Jesus tells the disciples to take nothing but a staff

1. No bread, bag, money, or extra tunic.

2. Disciples in every day and age must be prepared to be flexible and willing to shape the delivery of God’s Good News so the audience can hear and understand it.

a. Being versed in the various arguments for justice helps us recognize which philosophical school is operative and advocate the Good News from that philosophical point of view.
b. Disciples must accept that one-size-fits-all ministry is both arrogant and ineffective.

ii. And disciples must be willing to shake the dust off their feet if they aren’t accepted – just like Jesus had done by leaving Nazareth.

1. Others are waiting for the Gospel.

iii. We must not be tempted to give a world a cup of decaffeinated Christianity.

1. This world needs the real thing.

2. This world needs God’s Grace.

8. God’s grace isn’t cheap grace.

a. God’s grace fuels us more than any caffeine.

i. God’s grace is sufficient for us all; for God’s power meets its goal, its telos, in our humanity.

b. The next time any one of us feels as if we could use a double shot of grace, 

i. we can imagine ourselves not in an espresso bar, but coming up to the Communion Table.
ii. My friends, can I pour you a cup of caffeinated Christianity?

� U.S. Census Bureau. “U.S. World and Population Clock” Accessed June 13, 2015. � HYPERLINK "http://www.census.gov/popclock/" �http://www.census.gov/popclock/� 


� Pew Research Center. Accessed June 13, 2015. � HYPERLINK "http://www.pewforum.org/2015/04/02/religious-projections-2010-2050/" �http://www.pewforum.org/2015/04/02/religious-projections-2010-2050/� 


� Ezra Klein. “10 Startling Facts About Global Wealth Inequality.” Washington Post. Accessed June 13, 2015. � HYPERLINK "http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/wonkblog/wp/2014/01/22/10-startling-facts-about-global-wealth-inequality/" �http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/wonkblog/wp/2014/01/22/10-startling-facts-about-global-wealth-inequality/� 


� Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations “The State of Food Insecurity in the World 2015”  Accessed June 16, 2015. � HYPERLINK "http://www.fao.org/hunger/key-messages/en/" �http://www.fao.org/hunger/key-messages/en/� 


� David Wilson. Bloomberg Business News. Accessed June 13, 2015. � HYPERLINK "http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=newsarchive&sid=azQ8EJGMi6.g&pos=15" �http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=newsarchive&sid=azQ8EJGMi6.g&pos=15� 


� National Center on Family Homelessness. “America’s Youngest Outcasts.” Accessed June 13, 2015. � HYPERLINK "http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/11/17/child-homelessless-us_n_6169994.html" �http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/11/17/child-homelessless-us_n_6169994.html� 


� Map the Meal Child Food Insecurity 2011. Accessed June 13, 2015. � HYPERLINK "http://abcnews.go.com/US/hunger_at_home/hunger-home-american-children-malnourished/story?id=14367230" �http://abcnews.go.com/US/hunger_at_home/hunger-home-american-children-malnourished/story?id=14367230� 


� This is one of those instances when I would wish for a workable high-tech worship screen in our traditional sanctuary.  I would place “Justice – not Just US” on the screen.  Our Trustees will be reading Quentin J. Schultze’s High-Tech Worship?: Using Presentational Technologies Wisely in order to discern how best to integrate technology into our worship experiences.


� Michael J. Sandel, Justice: What’s the Right Thing to Do? New York: Farrar, Strauss and Giroux, 2009.


� Sherry Turkle, Alone Together: Why We Expect More from technology and Less from Each Other (New York: Basic Books, 2011), xii.


� Turkle, 243.


� Phyllis Tickle, The Great Emergence: How Christianity Is Changing and Why (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2008).


� Cynthia M. Campbell, A Multitude of Blessings: A Christian Approach to Religious Diversity Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2007.


� Michael Marshall, The Gospel Conspiracy: Unlocking the Church for Renewal and Evangelism New York: Monarch, 1992.


� Kenda Creasy Dean, Almost Christian: What the Faith of Our Teenagers Is Telling the American Church (New York: Oxford University Press, 2010), 14.





God’s Grace Goes Global
1
July 5, 2015

