
 

 

FROM THE PASTOR’S PEN-CELL 

Kids are not good at waiting. Neither are adults for the most 

part, but let's stick with the kids for now. 
 

Waiting for the pediatrician at the doctor's office. Waiting 

their turn to play with their favorite toy at school. Waiting with 

us at the DMV for our number to be called. Waiting and ask-

ing from the backseat of the car, "Are we there yet?" Most 

children struggle with wait-

ing, but frankly, so do most 

adults. 
 

During Advent the waiting 

becomes intensified.  Worse 

than any long line at the 

store, is waiting for the cook-

ies to cool before we can 

ice them and sample them 

and have pictures taken 

with Santa. Children muddle 

through the last few days of school, waiting for Christmas 

break to start and then they suffer through traffic and travel 

delay before arriving at Grandma's house. All this is in addi-

tion to the most difficult wait of all—waiting for the big day to 

arrive. 
 

My hope was to give thought to uncover what some 

“experts” might advise for teaching children about develop-

ing patience with the hope that I might find something for the 

adults who just might read some of this. Timers? Modeling pa-

tience? 
 

Well, little of this is new. James wrote a letter to a church 

struggling to wait in the first century. His missive is in the Bible.  

He sent it to a church struggling to wait. In James 5:7-10 he 

uses the word, “patience” four times. “Be patient until the 

coming of the Lord,” he writes, reminding the people for what 

they are waiting.  

The Good News  
December 2016 

 

For the members and friends of the First Presbyterian Church of Pittsford 

 

1st Sunday in Advent 
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lies 
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January 1, 2017 

10:00am only 

New Year’s Day Wor-
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As we have endured this election cycle both Republicans and Democrats have lis-

tened to predictions about the arrival of the eschaton. It has been described as a 

foreshadowing apocalypse. Each party predicted dire consequences and catastro-

phe should the opposing party win the election. This is not new. Over the years we 

have heard predictions by televangelists, the ancient Mayans, politicians, books and 

movies. Most of their dates have come and gone. The world has not come to an 

end. Jesus has not yet returned. And we are still here, waiting patiently.  
 

We may not feel the urgency the early church felt about the return of Jesus. We do 

know, however, that there have been times when we have prayed for Jesus to act 

in our lives and he seemed to delay giving a response. In the hospital room, at the 

nursing home, or in the middle of the night wrestling with that problem, we have 

prayed for Jesus to bring healing for our family members, strength to our friends, or 

peace to our lives. We have cried out from the depths of our hearts, "Please, Jesus, 

don't be late."  
 

WikiHow, a website that claims to be the place where one can "learn how to do 

anything," offers tips and advice on a wide variety of topics. At wikiHow.com, you 

can learn how to alleviate back pain, breed canaries, and write a screenplay.  
 

A section of the website titled "Christmas for Kids" contains articles on how to write a 

letter to Santa, snoop for your Christmas presents without your parents finding out, 

and draw baby Jesus. One story even gives advice on how to wait for Christmas 

morning.  
 

Many of the suggestions wikiHow gives involve being distracted. They recommend 

tiring yourself out before going to bed on Christmas Eve, reading a book, listening to 

music, making lists and writing in a journal. The idea is to occupy your mind with 

something other than Christmas. If you focus on something other than the day to 

come and try to do things as you do them on every other day, the hours will pass 

more quickly.  

 

Other suggestions, however, encourage children to do just the opposite. Rather than 

trying to forget that Christmas is coming, they're advised to enter more fully into Ad-

vent, to count down the days with an Advent calendar. These ideas include helping 

Mom and Dad with Christmas preparations like wrapping gifts, decorating, baking, 

and getting Santa's snack ready. These activities not only pass the time, but they in-

volve the child in the preparation. The New Testament writer of James had some 

suggestions, too.  They included: 

 

+ Don't grumble about one another.  

+ Don't complain about your brothers and sisters.  

+ Be patient by loving and caring for one another.  
 

One of my “memory triggers” to think about patience has been “The Chipmunks 

Song,” which has made it to the airwaves every December since Alvin and his bud- 



 

 

dies first appeared in 1958. Long after any kid has wanted a plane that loops the 

loop or a hula hoop for Christmas, Alvin, Simon, and Theodore's cry, "We can hardly 

stand the wait. Please, Christmas, don't be late!” is a cry that remains relevant.   
 

Inwardly I know that my frenzy is useless and that I am trying to squirm out of the pre-

sent into the future. Patience makes us ache with boredom. It speaks of self-control, 

restraint, delayed gratification. What is less fun? Impulsivity, intensity, drama—now 

we're talking! But after years of twisting and burning in the fires of impatience, I've 

come to appreciate that an application of patience can cool outrage and bring 

peace. That is something we need more often than at Christmas.  
 

This summer, while waiting for vacation to arrive, I clipped out an idea from Amy 

Gross who wrote on Oprah.com. She said, “Patience is a skill, not an inherited trait I 

happened not to inherit. It leads to relaxation, not self-harnessing. It gives you the 

freedom to have a pleasant time even when the traffic gods are playing with you. It 

converts the helpless rage of impatience into a delicious sense of spaciousness.” 
 

If I interpret her thinking for December I think she was saying, “Let’s cool our jets!  

Let’s make the main thing the main thing! Let’s remember that pregnancy for peo-

ple usually takes about nine months.” Let’s make another cup of hot chocolate, 

take a nap, and embrace the coming winter and the joy of God’s incarnation. 
Bruce  

Stewardship 
Loving Generously has been our Stewardship theme this year. And we do so by giv-

ing our time, talent, and treasure so that we may be a blessing to others, just as we 

have been blessed. We are so grateful for more than 180 pledges totaling over 

$438,000 received in the first week of our 2017 campaign. If you have not yet done 

so, please prayerfully consider your support for our church in 2017 by completing a 

Commitment Card (either online or to Cesca Koron’s attention in the church of-

fice). EveryONE counts in fulfilling our ministry and mission.         

Generosity Team 

Treasurer 
Those subject to the IRS requirement of a Minimum Distribution from retirement ac-

counts may authorize a direct distribution to the church and exclude the distribu-

tion from taxable income. Although you do not get a charitable deduction, there 

may be other tax advantages by lowering taxable income. Consult your tax advi-

sor to see if this form of giving is beneficial to you. 
 

Our online giving service provides for scheduled giving and may be helpful for you 

in 2017. If interested, please visit our website pittsfordpres.org and click on the Giv-

ing tab in the top right, or contact Cesca Koron in the church office at 586-5688. 

Reminder  —  If you would like to make a year-end donation using the sale 

of stock, please plan to have it completed by December 1 so it will appear on 

your 2016 statement.  



 

 

    Deacon Events 
 NEW LOCATION—Cooking Club - Sunday, November 27, at 5pm at 45 S. Main 

Street, Pittsford. We will prepare breakfast dishes. Cost $7 

 Eastman Rochester Chorus and Symphony  - Friday, December 2, at 7pm. We will 

meet in room 200 for pre-concert chat and then carpool to Kodak Hall. Highlights 

from Bach's Mass in B Minor and Christmas Oratorio. Free Show. 

 RIT vs. Sacred Heart University Hockey - Saturday, January 7, 2017. Cost $12 - Pur-

chase tickets in fellowship hall or call Dan Traina at 208-6839 for more information. 

Welcome to Our New Members! 
 

Lewis and Cindy Becker have relocated to Rochester from California to be closer to 

family and to relish their retirement. They have consistently engaged their professional 

talents in ministry and mission in the Presbyterian Church USA. Both enjoy being active 

outdoors. 

Jenna Cross is delighted to join First Presbyterian Church! She brings a heart of compas-

sion for others. As a military veteran, she has served her country and passed on the ex-

ample of helping others. She anticipates growing with this family of faith. 

Barbara Harper moved to Rochester to be closer to family. At the Highlands, she enjoys 

fellowship, activities, and cultural programs. She has delighted in worship, fellowship, 

and Bible Study here at First Presbyterian.  

Randy Hunter is a retired pharmacist and business owner. In addition to delighting in his 

children and grandchildren, he relishes hosting parties, playing tennis, sharing a good 

joke, gardening and woodworking. In fact, we have him to thank for our beautiful sac-

risty cabinets.  

Jason and Tracey Lehman come to us from Atlanta, GA. They have three daughters 

and a son and treasure doing family activities such as boating in the summer and skiing 

in the winter. They love doing missions and have already found themselves at home in 

LOGOS, Bible Studies, worship, and fellowship. 

Archie Messenger and Heather Messenger moved to Rochester to be closer to his son 

and her brother John Messenger and his wife Judy. Heather enjoys bike riding and be-

ing outdoors. Archie enjoys reading and has delighted in singing in church choirs since 

he was nine years old. Both are thankful for the congregation’s friendliness. 

Doug and Kristen Reseter have been together for almost twenty years and married for 

twelve. They rejoice in raising six-year-old Annabelle and anticipate welcoming her little 

sister in February. They are thankful to have Kristen’s mom living in Pittsford Village. They 

enjoy being active together.         

Cheers! Where everybody knows your name…  
Please wear a name tag to church Sunday, November 20. Everyone can wear a 

church-given name tag, a name tag you design or a name tag you create upon ar-

riving at church. Our intent is helping one another greet one another by name. No-

vember 20th is also the Advent Preparation Brunch at the conclusion of 

the 10am worship service so having name tags will enhance our fellowship after wor-

ship. A cheery thank you to everyone! 



 

 

 

  

Grieving and Healing at Holiday Time 
One-day retreat for widows on Saturday, December 10, 9 am–7 pm at the Mercy 

Spirituality Center, 65 Highland Ave, Rochester. The day will include multiple work-

shops with three presenters, three meals, and chair massages to support relaxation 

and enhance your experience. $100 - For more information or to register contact: 

Lynn 585.330.1340. Presenters include:  

Rev. Dr. Lynn M. Acquafondata, mental health counselor 

Rev. Katie Jo Suddaby, sand mandala artist  

Jessica Millan, financial advisor who specializes in working with widows.  

Massages by Lucia Shean of Serenity Oasis Massage and Lifetime Care.  

Stephen Ministers are Care-Givers, GOD is the Cure-Giver  

The role of a Stephen Minister is to give care. They listen, empathize, 

encourage, pray, and provide emotional and spiritual support on a 

weekly basis to hurting people for as long as the need persists. God 

works in and through them to bring hope and healing. If you are 

feeling lonely, experiencing a crisis, struggling through a difficult 

time, or simply find yourself stressed by everyday life, talk with one 

of our Stephen Leaders to learn more or talk with a pastor or a Stephen Leader: Jane 

Hunter, Alice O’Dwyer, Barbara Smith, Dick Sprenkle, or Carol Tiemann.  

Our Stephen Ministers are ready to care for you. 

News from the Nursery School 
It’s that special, joy-filled time of year again. Downstairs in the 

preschool the children are very busy in the classrooms, pre-

paring handmade gifts for those they love. Beginning Decem-

ber 16, if you are a First Presbyterian Church member and you have a child prepar-

ing for preschool, you have first preference from then until December 31 to register 

your child for the upcoming school year. Please come see me in my office in the 

preschool for a registration packet, which will be available starting December 1. You 

can also find one on our website. We wish all of you a wonderful holiday season and 

many blessings in the coming year. Thank you for all your support and as always, 

please come visit!   Teresa Zatyko, Director Pittsford Nursery School 

Bill Rieth delightedly follows his father in joining this church. Both relish weekly Bible Stud-

ies and worship. Outside of the church, Bill enjoys reading, golf, skiing, and bicycling.   

Bob and Wendy Vitek are parents to Julia and Ryan. Wendy is an infertility specialist at 

the University of Rochester and Bob is in technology. They love being in the village and 

are happy to have found a village church. 

Marlys Whitcomb is happy to have found a church so close to her home at the High-

lands. She has two grown daughters and a son. Her daughter has been one of our 

Zumba instructors here for a few years. She enjoys reading, fellowship, and ministry.        
             Welcome! 

http://www.crossbridgecounseling.com/widowsretreat
tel:585.330.1340
http://www.pcftgroup.com/meet-our-therapists
http://www.sandbykatiejo.com/
http://www.sandbykatiejo.com/
https://www.edwardjones.com/financial-advisor/index.html?CIRN=mDT73k%2BMn6DLtMxeOvi%2Bssa2x9zegz/dpxNi/d0UZNyt0pTSBGYPne9xrODmzz4D


 

 

Evening Circle 
The Evening Circle will prepare dinner for RAIHN on November 28 at 5 

pm and then meet at 7 pm at Norma Ryther’s. The December gather-

ing will be at Martha Boak’s, date yet to be determined. 
 

Cameron Christmas 

One of the many ways that Cameron makes Christmas special for the neighborhood 

children is their Santa Party. They have snacks, games, pictures with Santa, and give 

a wrapped gift to each child. Last year over 300 children attended, so there is a 

huge need for gifts, and we can help! I have included Cameron’s gift suggestion list 

for kids who are 5 – 12 years old, the group that includes the most kids. Please look 

over the list and consider donating an unwrapped gift. We will take them to Cam-

eron in time for the big party when we deliver your donated clothing. Please have 

them at church by December 4 for delivery in time for sorting and wrapping. Thanks 

in advance for all that you do.  Liz – 223 3052 

GIFT SUGGESTIONS: 

Legos     Pokemon   Sports Jerseys 

Soccer, footballs, basketballs Baseball Caps  Art/Craft Kits 

Cars, Trucks (not Hot Wheels) Board Games  Jewelry 

Sunglasses    Posters   Movies 

Hair Accessories   Nail Polish   FROZEN Items 

Room Decorations   Barbies, Baby dolls   Marvel Superhero Toys   

     (diverse ethnicities)  (The Avengers, Thor, Iron Man, etc.)  

Naomi Circle  
The Naomi Circle will meet for lunch Monday, November 21, at 12:30 pm with brown 

bags and mugs. After a short business meeting, our speaker, Valerie O'Hara, will give 

a slide lecture about Pike Stained Glass Studios in Rochester. Valerie's presentation 

will include some of the processes used to restore our stained-glass windows after the 

church fire. Non-members always welcome. 

Anthony Circle Events 
Sunday, November 20, 9:30 am – 1 pm, Advent Preparation Brunch 

Thursday, December 8, 9:30 am, Christmas Gathering: Potluck Brunch at Anne Ferris’ 

home. Please bring three of one item for the ARC women (but no candy or lotion) 

and/or underwear for the Cameron Community Center. 

To the All-Star Presbyterian Knitters and Friends of the Church: The production and 

distributed list: 32 sweaters shipped to World Vision to be distributed where needed 

around the world; 39 hats, 115 pairs of mittens, 13 scarves, 10 baby blankets, 3 pairs 

of booties donated to Cameron and Calvary St. Andrews; 70 infant hats donated to 

Strong Hospital; 5 prayer shawls, 7 lap robes. Thanks to all for your gift of time and 

love! What a joy to serve God in this special project. 

Next knitting get-together: Tuesday, November 29, Room 200, 11am-1:30pm (or 

whenever you can drop by). Bring your lunch and coffee and tea will be available. 

Call Kay Saxum with questions (385.9807). 



 

 

Upcoming Events 

Men’s Prayer            
Breakfast  

12/4 
7:00 am 

Optimists          12/9 
5:30 pm 

Anthony Circle 12/8 
9:30 am 

Naomi Circle    12/21 
12:30 am 

Evening Circle 11/28 
7 pm 

Not so Basic Bible 
study 

Mondays 
7:30 pm 

Prayer Support Group Mondays 
11:00 am 

Wednesday Book 
Club 

12/14 
2:00 pm 

Lectionary Study Weds. 
7:15 pm 

Men’s Ecumenical 
Group 

Thursdays 
7:15 am 

Adult Study Sundays 
9:45 am 

Children’s Advent Calendars 
Again this year we are happy have available Children’s Advent Cal-
endars. These calendars lead children through all 24 days of the Ad-
vent season. They will also mirror the large wooden calendar that will 
be used during Worship. One calendar will be made for each family 
with children. Others can reserve a copy by contacting Craig in the 
office. They will start to be available the Sunday before Thanksgiving 
and during the Advent Brunch. 

Christmas Pageant Volunteers Needed 
 

Each week of Advent we need volunteers to be Christmas 
characters, light candles and lead worshippers in prayer. 
Then on December 18, during Sunday morning worship, all 
the traditional characters will bring the pieces together in 
one service. 
Children are invited to sign-up to help with the pageant. 
During sign-up please specify if you are available to help 
Nov. 27, Dec. 4,  or 11 for Advent Candle lighting or Dec. 18 
for the full pageant. Contact Craig in the office 586-5688. 

Christ ian 

Education  

Advent Preparation Brunch 
This year the Advent preparation brunch will be held November 20 
right after the second worship service. There will be delicious treats, 
craft activities for kids and adults, a time to refresh your advent 
wreaths, and many laughs with your First Presbyterian Family. 

If you do not have a wreath and would like to make one please in-
form Craig in the office. 

Need a Christmas gift for someone that has it all? Does your 

gift recipient value ending hunger and caring for the Earth? 

Then buying a share of an animal in their name is the per-

fect gift! Shares of any amount may be purchased in Fel-

lowship Hall after each service, from November 20 through 

December 18. You will receive a card designed by the chil-

dren of First Presbyterian for you to give recognizing the do-

nation made in their honor.  

Advent Reflection Stations 

Starting on November 27 the 

chapel will be open when 

the church is open for reflec-

tion and preparation. Cen-

tral to this reflection is a large 

Adult Advent Coloring Poster. Each week the poster is re-

moved and added to the wall in fellowship hall. Then a 

new poster is available in the chapel. 



 

 

Judicial Process Commission Christmas Party 

On Tuesday, December 13, from 5:30-7:30 pm, we, the congregation of First Presby-

terian, will be hosting a Christmas party for mothers, their children and the mentors of 

the Judicial Process Commission’s New Journey program, a mentor-

ing program for women who are pregnant or are already mothers 

and who are exiting the County Correctional Facility. We hosted this 

party last year and it was a big success with dinner, Santa Claus with 

a bag full of presents, and games for the kids. We can use some help 

to make this year’s party another wonderful celebration. Specific 

needs: help in the kitchen with dinner and/or clean-up and two volunteers for 

games/crafts with the kids. The circles will be helping and others are welcome to vol-

unteer. Please contact Lee Fox at lee.freeman.fox@gmail.com or 585-261-7092 cell. 

HIP House Dedication   

Come to the dedication of our HIP house and see what members of 

our church and the other participants in our Habitat Interfaith Partner-

ship Coalition have been building over the Summer and Fall at 320 

Orange Street in Rochester. Dedication will be November 19 at 

11:00am and refreshments will be served. 
  

Confirmands are excited about their January mission trip 

to the Pittsford Food Cupboard to deliver our congrega-

tion’s Reverse Advent Calendar food contributions (see 

two pages further). 

Upcoming Youth Events 
 

Escape the Room—November 19, meet at 1:30 pm at the church 
 

SOSO—November 20, 7 pm 
 

Youth Dinner—November 26, 4 pm at Chili’s 
 

LOGOS—November 30, 4 pm 
 

JASY—Scheduled Meeting—November 20th—6 pm 

First Deposit Due!!! 
  

We are fast on our way to another JASY year!!!  Applications are in and plan-

ning is very much so underway. If you want to know more, be it information or 

involvement. Or if you would like to donate directly to our Jamaican trip, 

please do not hesitate to contact Tyler with any questions or for any details. 

We would love to have you involved in any way!! 
 

mailto:lee.freeman.fox@gmail.com


 

 

RAIHN 

 “A City Sings for the Season,” the third-annual community 

holiday celebration of music and dance presented by the 

Rochester Oratorio Society takes place Sunday, December 4, 

at 3:00 pm at the Sibley Building atrium, 228 E. Main Street in 

Rochester. Admission is free. Donations of food items, cash, and personal 

care items accepted at the door benefit the Rochester Area Interfaith Hospi-

tality Network (RAIHN). Information on the ROS and its productions may be 

found at ROSsings.org or by calling the office at (585) 473-2234. 

 

 “Shop ‘til You Drop & Dining” for RAIHN, Tuesday, December 6, 

5–9 pm at Pittsford Plaza - Monroe Avenue. Proceeds will benefit 

RAIHN.  

Benucci’s Italian Ristorante, Wine Bar and Pizzeria: Mention 

that you are dining for RAIHN when you arrive and Be-

nucci’s will donate 20% of your check (excluding tip and tax). Reserva-

tions suggested: 264-1300. 

One World Goods: Your purchase provides vital income for our global 

neighbors as well as a donation to RAIHN. 

Outreach is pleased to welcome the refugee family from Syria we are supporting. After 

much excited anticipation, we met the family of nine early in November. They arrived in 

early October, after a stay in a refugee camp in Turkey. The five daughters range in age 

from 18 to 8 months old, and two sons are 16 and 7. They are a beautiful family, full of love 

and gratitude!    

Our first objective is to find the best way to communicate, as 

their only language is Arabic and Turkish. Google Translate has al-

lowed us to understand each other at a very minimal level, so 

please let us know if you would be interested in translating. We 

have enjoyed our visits to their home, where they greeted us in 

English (“How do you do?” and "Nice to meet you"). We brought 

games and sang simple songs with the children, who seemed to 

love the interaction. We also used RTS to go to the Public Market, 

which was a learning experience for all of us! 

I will keep you posted on our interactions and progress as time 

goes on. In the meantime, the family does not have a stroller or a 

market basket on wheels, which would be extremely helpful, as they do not have a car, 

and must either walk or take a bus to the grocery store. If you have these items lying 

around unused, our family would put them to good use! Please feel free to contact me 

at sudeasy@yahoo.com, or 381-0771 if you would like to help! 

mailto:sudeasy@yahoo.com


 

 

The Pittsford Food Cupboard needs your help to provide Thanksgiving din-

ner items to over 400 local families in need between November 14 - 21; 

items will be distributed to their clients on Nov. 15, 18, 19 and 22. They es-
pecially need Turkeys (175 needed to prepare distribution for the above 

dates), as well as other Thanksgiving dinner items such as turkey breasts, 

turkey gravy (in packets or cans), stuffing mix, canned pumpkin, mush-

room soup, dessert mixes (brownies/cakes) or pies, boxed potatoes, canned apple-

sauce, dinner rolls, and bread mixes such as banana or corn bread. 

The Pittsford Food Cupboard is located in the Old Pickle Factory building at 1 Grove 

Street in the Village (off North Main Street, after the railroad overpass) and is open 

Tuesdays and Fridays from 9:30am to 1:30pm. Perishable food items must be brought 

in during these hours, but non-perishable items may be left any weekday 

from 8:00am to 5:00pm in the green donation bin in the hallway. Please call Execu-

tive Director Suzy Ward at (585) 746-5676 with any questions. 

The PFC serves Pittsford, East Rochester, Brighton, and three zip codes in the City of 

Rochester. To find out more about who they serve and how you can help, 

visit www.pittsfordfoodcupboard.net or email pittsfordfoodcupboard@gmail.com. 

Each day of Advent as we count the days towards Christmas, consider adding a 

non-perishable food item to your own Cupboard Contribution Container. Bring the 

Container to church on Christmas Day (or any day before January 8) and our Con-

firmation Class will deliver the bounty to the Pittsford Food Cupboard as a mission 

outreach experience for our eighth graders on Sunday, January 8, 2017. The Food 

Cupboard typically serves over 400 families per month so the following items are 

greatly appreciated!  

 

boxed pasta (ziti, rotini, etc.)  hearty soups cereal milk (dried or shelf-stable) 

juice, jelly and canned fruits  canned meats   baking mixes  

canned vegetables   (tuna, chicken)  pasta sauce 

 

Share the Joy of Christmas  

with the Pittsford Food Cupboard’s  

Reverse Advent Calendar Collection!  

Santa in the Sanctuary: Join Saint Nicholas in our Sanctu-

ary Sunday, December 11, anytime between 3 - 5 pm. Share 

the historical roots of his servant leadership, take your own Christ-

mas Card pictures, and revel in the wonder of God’s generosity. 

Everyone is invited to join us as individual schedules permit. If you 

have questions, please contact Carrie Mitchell at 586-5688x32 

or cnm@pittsfordpres.org  HO HO HO!  

tel:%28585%29%20746-5676
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001WI2yauMFdbPrNrCjTOcoOfctzPC4FqrNbLxO477RKH-vOw4pdO8zCcUqcCbFcysPnhyZN2THC8e9_l_GiXMltwso2jkHuW6QM2q_fdZ1Joqk1bXrt6wKTs4QszK1ToLJHh8mdHsr-F1wHob70mKazuTMjAGnHCMW50Yam9amd7Eq4GeRaWj-CQIwCG_7qQ9kvrhmq-sQ2pcoXlg2DRfEDf6f9ljubKmUuAYT
mailto:pittsfordfoodcupboard@gmail.com?subject=Thanksgiving%20donations%20for%20Pittsford%20Food%20Cupboard
mailto:cnm@pittsfordpres.org


 

 

Sunday Events 

8:30 & 10:00 am ~ Worship 

9:15 am ~ Choir Warm-up 

9:45 pm ~ Adult Bible Study 

9:30 & 11:00 am ~ Fellowship 

10:00 am ~ Church School 

 FALL AND WINTER HOURS 

Office Hours 

8:30 AM — 4:30 PM   Monday—Friday 
Cesca’s Hours 

8:30 AM — 4:30 PM Tuesdays & Thurs-

days 

Optimists December Event 

On Friday, December 9, organist Bruce Frank will talk about his favor-

ite composer: J. S. Bach! In this season of Advent, Dr. Frank will de-

scribe one of Bach's great church works, his Cantata 140, entitled 

'Sleeper's Awake!' The program will focus on Bach's life and work, how 

he came to compose this tremendous piece, and some of the musi-

cal symbolism that it contains related to the Advent season. Music 

lovers will have a blast, and all are invited to share in this sacred and 

artistic experience. We will also sing some Christmas carols. 

We will gather at 5:30 pm with dinner served at 6 pm. Tickets are $13 

per person or $26 per couple. Dinner will be Chicken Marsala, rice, mixed garden 

vegetables, rolls, and dessert. Please bring your own table service and a donation of 

paper products for the Pittsford Food Cupboard. 

WEB Club 
New meeting time for the Wednesday Book Club is 2 pm to 4 pm in the Church Li-

brary.  Wednesday, December 14, American St. Nick: A True Story by Peter Lion. 

From Amazon: “The kids here in town haven’t seen Saint Nicolas or Christmas. . . in 

almost five years. They don’t even know who Saint Nicolas is. And that’s just it. It’s the 

kids I really feel sorry for,” Stutz said, “No Christmas or anything for almost five years? 

Can you imagine? It’s nuts.”  

“In December 1944, a handful of American soldiers brought the holiday spirit back to 

the children of war-weary Wiltz, Luxembourg. Just ten days later, Wiltz was all but de-

stroyed in the Battle of the Bulge, but during the years that followed they never for-

got the generosity of their American Saint Nicolas and his GI buddies. “Those who 

survived searched for the American soldiers, in hopes of bringing them back to Wiltz 

again. After more than thirty years, their prayers were answered. This incredible true 

story of heroism and hope amidst the horror of war is an uplifting holiday must-read 

that will inspire you to share kindness, even in the darkest times." 

Please join us for an afternoon discussion of this enduring story of kindness 

amid chaos. All are welcome whether you have read the book or not. Please call 

Nancy Sprenkle at 381-8990 or email her at nancy.sprenkle@gmail.com if you plan to 

attend. 

Upcoming in 2017 (so you can include this book on your wish list for Christmas): Janu-

ary 11 - Our Souls at Night by Ken Haruf 

mailto:nancy.sprenkle@gmail.com
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Worship With Us 

 Please join us for Sunday morning  

worship.   

   Worship Services: 8:30 & 10:00AM 

    Communion is offered on the  

first Sunday of each month. 
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Pittsford 

21 Church Street 

Pittsford, New York  14534   
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