
 

 

The Good News  
January 2018 

 

For the members and friends of the First Presbyterian Church of Pittsford 

 

A WEE WORD FROM DR. WEENINK 
 
The name “January,” as you probably know, comes from the name of the Roman god, Janus. His image 
was hung on passageways and cross roads. Janus was seen as the deity of transition and change. He is 
usually depicted as having two faces: one looking back and one looking forward. The appropriateness of 
Janus’ name being loaned to the first month of our calendar is easily seen.  
 

I like the symbolism of Janus because January is the doorway to a new year, where anything is possible 
should we choose to create or take opportunities. What I like about this myth is that Janus seems evenly 
perched on the edge of what has occurred and what is going to occur. He is not stuck in the past, for he 
sees clearly that the future is arriving. But he also does not deny the past; he sees that too. In this way, 
symbolically the message is to approach transition and change with clarity rather than with fear and 
aversion.  
 

We find ourselves—in the in-between. We are transitioning—moving through the gate—from one year 
to the next. Many of you find yourselves somewhere on the continuum between grief and yearning. 
Some may be looking for the right balance between the search for stability and a great desire for new-
ness. In any case, this is not a time for aimless wandering. This time of transition offers a wonderfully 
rich opportunity to look at what was, but also examine what yet may come to be. This is a beautifully 
serendipitous time for us as a household of faith to engage in some purposeful seeking. It is a time to 
review, reflect, re-discover, re-vision, re-orient, renew, and re-dedicate. 
 

Here’s another interesting tidbit about the word January. The word janitor also originates from Janus, as 
the keeper or custodian of halls. He was often depicted holding a key, as he was the protector. We too 
are the janitors, the caretakers, the custodians, the stewards of the time, talents, and treasures entrust-
ed to us. We are active participants in the new future that God is unfolding before us. This is not a time 
to be passive.  This is not a time to wait, watch, and see. The Apostle Paul’s reminder to the Ephesians is 
a helpful assurance: God has "a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in 
heaven and things on earth" (Ephesians 1:10). We are players in that plan. This is a time for active, en-
gaged participation. Your participation. Each of you have a voice and a role in how your future will play 
out here at First Presbyterian Church of Pittsford. Think about how the Apostle Paul put it to the church 
at Philippi: “... forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press toward the 
goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:13-14).  
 

It is a pleasure and a privilege to be on that trajectory with you. 
Grace and peace,  

~Jeffrey 



 

 

Lectionary for  
January 

 

Jan. 6—Epiphany of the Lord  
Isaiah 60:1–6  
Psalm 72:1–7, 10–14  
Ephesians 3:1–12  
Matthew 2:1–12  
 

Jan. 7—Baptism of the Lord  
Genesis 1:1–5  
Psalm 29  
Acts 19:1–7  
Mark 1:4–11  
 

Jan. 14—Second Sunday after the Epiphany  
1 Samuel 3:1–10 (11–20)  
Psalm 139:1–6, 13–18  
1 Corinthians 6:12–20  
John 1:43–51  
 

Jan. 21—Third Sunday after the Epiphany  
Jonah 3:1–5, 10  
Psalm 62:5–12  
1 Corinthians 7:29–31  
Mark 1:14–20  
 

Jan. 28—Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany  
Deuteronomy 18:15–20  
Psalm 111  
1 Corinthians 8:1–13  
Mark 1:21–28  

Year-End Giving 

Fulfillment of your planned or intended giving for the 
year, received in December, will help us balance our 
budget and fund our commitments.  Contributions may 
be mailed to the attention of Jackie DiStefano, our finan-
cial administrator, or made through the giving tab on our 
website https://www.pittsfordpres.org/.  In order for 
contributions to be included in your 2017 member state-
ment, they must be received in the church office no later 
than Wed., January 3, indicating “2017 contribution”.  
Should you have a question on your contributions to 
date, please contact Jackie on Tuesdays, Wednesdays or 
Thursdays at 586-5688. 

Welcome to Our New Members 

Harold and Juanita McAulliffe are returning to our church. 
Both served in various capacities in the Pittsford Central 
School District. Harold served as our Music Director for 22 
years. They are delighted to be returning home. 

Survey from the Healthier Congregations Team  
To gather information about the needs, hopes and dreams of our congregations, the Healthier Congrega-
tions Team’s Coordinating Council has created a 10-question survey based upon the Essential Qualities of 
Congregations from Christian Swartz’s Natural Church Development. Each of the questions comes with a 
scale for you to note where YOU feel your congregation is on the continuum. For example, question 
1: “Our Church is actively growing leaders among the members of our congregation.” Let us know where 
you believe your congregation is on the scale – between 1 (Developing leadership skills would be helpful) 
and 5 (we do this well). We understand that everyone in your congregation may have a different context 
and opinion of where you are on the scale. We welcome that!  Go here to access the survey:  
https://goo.gl/4PmrCP  

We seek the thoughts and wisdom from all so please help us cast a wide net. Encourage the members of 
YOUR congregation to participate. We wish to hear from as many people possible. The survey will 
close January 15. This information will be used as a guide for the Healthier Congregations Team as we 
consider our efforts to meet the needs and desires of congregations and neighborhoods. Thank you for 
helping us meet our goal!  Please contact Sue Tedesco, of the Healthier Congregations Team, with any 
questions at suetedesco65@gmail.com. 

All Officers’ Retreat January 5-6, 2018 
All new and continuing officers please plan on attending 
our annual retreat, which starts with a private screening 
of  Wonder on Friday at 6:30 pm and continues Saturday 
with breakfast at 8:30 am in Fellowship Hall. The retreat 
will be concluded by Saturday 2:00 pm. For more infor-
mation please refer to emailed communications. 

https://www.pittsfordpres.org/
mailto:suetedesco65@gmail.com


 

 

TRUSTING GOD WITH CHANGE 
 
The Generosity Team would like to thank those many folks and fami-
lies who have faithfully answered God’s call and have made a commit-
ment to our 2018 Stewardship Campaign to support our great church 
again this year.  
Thank You….Thank You….Thank You! 
 

As of December 12, forty eight percent of the congregation has partici-
pated. We continue to strive to reach the same level of commitment 
as last year, but are unfortunately $87,000 short of that goal. 
 

It is never too late to submit a Stewardship participation card. Cards 
can be mailed or dropped off confidentially to the church office or sub-
mitted via our website https://www.pittsfordpres.org/ 
 

Thank You All! 
 

The Generosity Team 

 

  

https://www.pittsfordpres.org/


 

 

 

News from the Nursery School 
Happy 2018! We wish you many blessings in 
the coming year! Here at the preschool we are 
returning to our normal schedule. The chil-
dren will be visited by the Story Lady who will 
sing and show off her puppets. We may take a 
trip (depending on the weather!)  to the Bird 
Song Trail at Mendon Ponds Park. We will be 
building an ice sculpture next to the parking 
lot. The 2’s and 4’s will have parent confer-
ences. The staff is preparing for our Open 
House which will be on Sunday, January 7, 
from 2-4 pm. Our staff and board members 
will be present to show off the school and an-
swer any questions. Please spread the word to 
your friends and neighbors about our pre-
school. Thank you for your continued support! 

Teresa Zatyko, Director, Pittsford Nursery 
School 

Optimists 
 

Friday, January 12, 12:30 pm 

Erik Gibelyou: Classical Guitar, My love at 
Eastman  

A local talent and delightful musician will 
charm our ears and hearts with his Trouba-
dour skills and charm. He grew up in Bay City, 
MI, and began playing 
the guitar at age 12. 
At Saginaw Valley 
State University he 
started studying clas-
sical guitar with Dr. 
Brad DeRoche. After 
finishing his degree in 
music he moved to 
Madison, WI, to com-
plete his masters de-
grees in guitar perfor-
mance and music the-
ory. Now in Rochester, he is pursuing a doc-
torate at the Eastman School of Music. He en-
joys performing as a solo guitarist and in en-
semble settings. It is a joy for him to share his 
passion for music both as a performer and a 
teacher. 

Admission is $2. Please sign up in Fellowship 
Hall on two Sundays before the event, starting 
December 31. Bring your own food; dessert 
and beverages are provided. Also bring your 
own table service and donate a paper product 
for the Pittsford Food Cupboard. All are wel-
come. 

Knitting Circle 
Knitters will meet the last Tuesday of each 
month. Please come on December 26, 11:00 am 
– 1:30 pm (yes, we know it’s right after Christ-
mas…). Bring your lunch, beverages will be pro-
vided. Call Kay Saxum with questions. 

Anthony Circle 

Please note that the next 
meeting will be on Thurs-
day, January 11, at 10:00 
am in the church’s Fellow-
ship Hall. We will make 
Valentines for some of our church family. Please 
bring any extra Valentines you are willing to 
share. 

In Mission 

Prayers go with the team leaving for the village 
of Maya Balaam with Tres M Ministerios January 
25 to February 3 and the team leaving for the In 
Step Orphanage in Kenya February 17 to 27.  



 

 

Deacon Events 

 Friday, January 12 - RIT Hockey vs. Air Force -
 7pm - Tickets cost $12 

 Saturday, January 13 - Game Night - 7pm - 
Fellowship Hall - All are welcome to join in 
playing Euchre and board games. 

 Sunday, January 14 - Cooking Club - 5pm - 
Fellowship Hall/Kitchen - Portuguese themed 
meal will be prepared and enjoyed. Cost $7 

 Friday, February 9 - Eastman School of Music 
Concert - Meet at church at 7:15pm - car 
pool to Kodak Hall to hear student Philhar-
monia - Free 

 Saturday, February 10 - Widows Valentine 
Luncheon –12:30 pm - Fellowship Hall  

 Saturday, February 10 - Game Night - 7pm - 
Fellowship Hall - All are welcome to join in 
playing Euchre and board games. 

 Sunday, February 11 - Cooking Club - 5pm - 
Fellowship Hall/Kitchen - Grace House Field 
Trip to prepare and dine with the Men of 
Grace House 

 

Sign up in Fellowship Hall or call Debbie Matra-
chisia at 752-5584. 

 

 

Having fun at a Cooking Club gathering. 

WEB Club 
 

The Wednesday Book Club  will meet on January 
10 from 2-4 pm in the church library. All are in-
vited to attend whether you have read the book 
or not. Please contact Nancy Sprenkle at 381-
8990 for further information. 

Jan. 10  - A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor 
Towles—ficioon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When in 1922 Count Alexander Rostov is deemed 
an unrepentant aristocrat by a Bolshevik tribunal, 
he is sentenced to house arrest in the Metropol, a 
grand hotel across the street from the Kremlin. 
Unexpectedly, his reduced circumstances provide 
the count a doorway into a much larger world of 
emotional discovery. 

Here are our book selections for 2018: 

Feb. 14 - The Distance Between Us by Reyna 
Grande—non-fiction. The Rochester Reads Se-
lection 
March 14 - No Ordinary Time by Doris Kearns 
Goodwin—biography 
April 11 - The Gilded Age by Mark Twain—
fiction  
May 9 - Martin Luther—history/biography 
June 13 - Murder on the Orient Express by Aga-
tha Christie—mystery 



 

 

Upcoming Youth Events—Winter is officially here! The first snow has hap-

pened and the cold is coming! Make sure to bundle up! 

Youth LockIn—December 29-30 from 8pm-9am @ Church 

Youth Mission—December 30 from 9am-1pm @ Cameron Ministries 

Youth LOGOS New Year Kickoff—January 3 from 4:30pm-7pm @ Wahl’s House 

SOSO—January 7 & 28 from 7pm-8:30pm @ Church 

LOGOS—January 10, 17, 24 & 31 from 4pm-7pm @ Church 
Youth Sunday—February 4 @ Church 

DC Mission Trip—February 19-23 

Youth LockIn is definitely happening 
December 29-30! Join us for fun 
games, delicious food, great movies 
and some special youth birthday cele-
brations!! Why not continue the fun 
right after? Join us on a sleepy mission 
excursion to Cameron Ministries the 
next morning where we will help prep 
and serve their lunch that day!! 

Special thanks to the Mitchell Family for allowing us to 
take over their home for a few hours for this year’s 
Youth Christmas Party!! 

Upcoming Youth Mission Trip!!!! 

If you’re a youth, or someone looking to be 
involved with the Youth and their mission ex-
periences—have we got something for you! 

Join us February 19 through 23 as the Youth 
take a trip to do some mission in Washington 
D.C.!! 

We will be working with multiple, different 
homeless shelters and other mission organiza-
tions in the city’s downtown area. 

We will also be having some fun and educa-
tional experiences each day. These could in-
clude some of the following: any number of 
different museums located in D.C.; a Monu-
ments by Moonlight Tour!!; a tour of the Capi-
tol Building; seeing the Washington National 
Cathedral; and so much more!! 

We are finalizing price currently, but I can say 
that the numbers are looking good! Make sure 
Tyler knows if you’re interested!!! 

Calling all Youth!! Next Year’s Youth Sunday is fast ap-
proaching on February 4 and we would love to have you 
involved! Whether you’re one of our seniors looking to 
talk to the congregation for a few minutes, or one of our 
younger youth looking to do a prayer, we would love to 
have your help!  



 

 

Christ ian 

Education  

Coming up for Kids 

Jan. 3   LOGOS Stand Out 

Jan. 10   LOGOS Find Out  

Jan. 17   LOGOS Seek Out  

Jan. 21    LOGOS Speak Out 

    Buddy Night 

Jan. 31   LOGOS Sold Out 

Upcoming Events 

Men’s Prayer            
Breakfast  

1/7 
7:00 am 

Optimists          1/12 
12:30 pm 

Anthony Circle 1/11 
10:00 am 

Naomi Circle    1/15 
12:30 pm 

Eve Circle 1/22 
12:30 pm 

Not so Basic Bible 
Study 

Mondays 
7:30 pm 

Prayer Support 
Group 

Mondays 
11:00 am 

WEB 1/10 
2:00 pm 

Bible Study Weds. 
7:15 pm 

Men’s Ecumenical 
Group 

Thursdays 
7:15 am 

Adult Study Sundays 
9:45 am 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast March 2017 

January is Heifer Fair Preparation Month 

Heifer Season is upon us. Time for children grades 

Pre-K through 5 to start creating arts and crafts 

masterpieces. During Sunday school children will 

learn about mission and make items to be sold at 

the Heifer Fair. They will learn that helping a family 

to own an animal, not only feeds the family but 

helps them become self sufficient. 

The Heifer Fair, a bazaar where you can buy some of 

these goods,  will be  on February 4 this year.  

4-Year-Old Bibles 

On January 28 the church will be presenting Bibles to 4-year-

olds. Please let us know how your 4-year-old’s name should ap-

pear on the book plate. 

Children in the pre-K room will be practicing the song “Jesus 

Loves Me” in preparation. 

God through the Eyes of a Scientist part2 

Dr. Lucien Rouse will be teaching an 8-week-series on his lifelong 

pursuit of God. Come hear how his scientifically-based way of 

thinking frames his understanding of God, the universe, and 

everything else. Hear how his personal relationship with God has 

developed and is intertwined with the scientific study of our 

world. This class will start on Sunday, January 21, at 11:30 am in 

room 201. If you have questions or comments please contact 

Craig Kunkle in the office. 

Step Out Stand Out Shout Out Look Out 



 

 

The Rev. Dr. Jeffrey D. Weenink 

Interim Pastor 

Ext. 25 

jeffrey.weenink@pittsfordpres.org 
 

The Rev. Dr. Carrie Mitchell 

Associate Pastor 

Ext. 32 

carrie.mitchell@pittsfordpres.org 

 

Craig Kunkle 

Director of Christian Education  

Ext. 30 

craig.kunkle@pittsfordpres.org 
 

Tyler Logan 

Director of Youth Ministry 

Ext. 31 

tyler@pittsfordpres.org 
 

Britta Konau 

Office & Communications Coord. 

Ext. 21 

britta.konau@pittsfordpres.org   
 

 

 
 

Jackie DiStefano 

Financial Administrator 

Ext. 23 

treasurer@pittsfordpres.org 
 

John O’Flaherty 

Custodian 

Ext. 33 
 

Bill Mullins 

Assist. Custodian 
 

Dr. Bruce Frank 

Organist and Interim Director  

of Music 

bfrank345@gmail.com 
 

Gwen Gassler 

Interim Choir Director 

gwen.gassler@gmail.com 
 

Dede Holmes 

Director of Youth Choirs 

dmh91654@frontiernet.net  
 

Dr. Mary Carlson 

Director of Hand Bell Choir 

mcarlson74@gmail.com 

First Presbyterian Church 

 21 Church Street, Pittsford, NY 14534 

Phone 585 586-5688, Fax 585 586-8090 

E-mail connect@pittsfordpres.org 

Web page www.pittsfordpres.org 
 

Worship With Us 

 Please join us for Sunday morning  

worship.   

   Worship Services: 8:30 & 10:00 am 

    Communion is offered on the  

first Sunday of each month. 

Non-Profit Org. 
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... forgetting what lies behind and 
straining forward to what lies ahead, 
I press toward the goal for the prize of 
the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.   

(Philippians 3:13-14) 


