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Dear Family and Friends,  

I thought that since this is my last official Good News as Pastor before retirement, I should write 

a letter to all of you. The plan is for me to lead worship on August 27 and then complete 

retirement on August 31. I am aware that a service of “transition” will take place on September 

10 when we have a picnic and some have prayed for warm weather so that Matt Wahl’s dunking 

stool can be employed.   

Thank you for your ministry, your example, your care, your faithfulness, your patience, your 

amazing work, your vision, your support, your mission, your ministry, and your love. 

My most poignant good-bye song comes from Muppets Take Manhattan. The Muppet characters 

have come to New York to produce Manhattan Melodies. Although a reunion eventually takes 

place, their initial entry into Broadway fails and the group separates leaving Kermit alone in 

Manhattan. 

I’ll attach the lyrics at the end, because they express much about how I feel. “Saying goodbye, 

why is it sad? Makes us remember the good times we’ve had. Much more to say, foolish to try, 

it’s time for saying goodbye. I know that you’ll be in our heart. Somehow, I know, we’ll meet 

again. Not sure quite where and I don’t know just when. You’re in my heart so until then . . . “ 

Retirement will provide an opportunity for Martha and me to connect a bit more with our family.  

I will probably do some temporary supply or interim work around upstate New York and we will 

continue to live in Pittsford. We still have many friends here and we don’t plan on dismissing 

friendships, but I won’t be the pastor here any longer and as a congregation you will enter a brief 

journey of transition.   

As I make this change over the months ahead, I ask you to remember this above all else: While I 

am moving along to a new phase of ministry, God is staying put. God has called you to be the 

church, in this place. In the words of God’s spokesman, Jeremiah: “For I know the plans I have 

for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to give you hope and a future. Then you will call on me and 

come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me 

with all your heart.” (Jeremiah 29:11-13)  

 

Blessings and love to you all, 

http://www.pittsfordpres.org/


Saying Goodbye – Muppets Take Manhattan 

 

(At a train station) 
Piggy: Saying goodbye, going away 

Seems like goodbye's such a hard thing to say 

Kermit: Touching our hands, wondering why 

Both: It's time for saying goodbye. 

(On a country road with Scooter on bicycle) 
Scooter: Saying goodbye, why is it sad? 

Makes us remember the good times we've had 

Much more to say, foolish to try 

It's time for saying goodbye. 

(In the back of a truck with Camilla) 

Gonzo: 
Don't want to leave, but we both know 

Sometimes it’s better to go 

(On a Greyhound bus) 

Rowlf: 

Somehow I know, we'll meet again 

Not sure quite where and I don't know just when 

(On the roadside, hitchhiking) 
Floyd: You're in my heart, so until then 

Electric Mayhem: It's time for saying goodbye. 

(In a freight train car) 

Fozzie: 
Somehow I know, we'll meet again 

Not sure quite where and I don't know just when 

You're in my heart so until then 

Wanna smile 

Wanna cry 

Saying goodbye 

All except Kermit & Fozzie: 
La la la la, la la la la 

It's time for saying goodbye 

La la la la, la la la la 

La la la la-la la la. 


