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WHAT STONES WOULD SHOUT ABOUT 

 

You and I know the Palm Sunday story like the back of our hands. Jesus borrows a donkey, 

rides into the city of Jerusalem which is packed with Passover crowds. He is greeted with wild 

enthusiasm.  Cloaks are laid on the road for him to ride over; palm fronds are cut and waved 

in the air. Shouts of “hosanna,” a traditional Hebrew greeting that means, “Save us” 

reverberate upon the stonework in the city of Zion. 

Luke 19:28-40 

28After he had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.29When he had come 

near Bethpage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of the 

disciples,30saying, “Go into the village ahead of you, and as you enter it you will find tied 

there a colt that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here.31If anyone asks you, ‘Why 

are you untying it?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it.’”32So those who were sent departed and 

found it as he had told them.33As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why 

are you untying the colt?”34They said, “The Lord needs it.”35Then they brought it to Jesus; 

and after throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it.36As he rode along, people 

kept spreading their cloaks on the road.37As he was now approaching the path down from 

the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a 

loud voice for all the deeds of power that they had seen,38saying, “Blessed is the king who 

comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest heaven!”39Some 

of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your disciples to stop.”40He 

answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.” 

 

Prayer for Illumination 

Lord God, is it a parade or a prelude to tragedy to which you invite us today? As we process 

we pray you will speak the word you have for us this day: comfort those of us who need 

comfort, welcome those who feel excluded, challenge those who are comfortable, and 

move each of us this day, hearing about our Our Lord’s bravery, obedience and 

commitment, to risk a little more, to love a little more passionately, to live more intentionally 

as his disciples. Amen 
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WHAT STONES WOULD SHOUT ABOUT 

INTRODUCTION 

The scene is full of ambiguity and deep irony: the procession, a moment of triumph and 

exuberance soon gives way to betrayal, denial, and five days later an execution.   Yes, you 

and I know the story like the back of our hands.  Problem is, we know the story so well that 

we are apt to look right past the glaring fact that Jesus set up this whole scene for a reason.  

 

ROMAN OCCUPATION 

The Jewish nation had been writhing under the boot of imperial Rome for over a century. 

Before the Romans it had been one nasty imperial power after another. The famous Pax 

Romana was secured by stationing garrisons in major cities and playing warring factions off 

each other. 

In Israel, Rome posted governors such as the now-famous Pontius Pilate, but it also installed 

Jewish puppet kings, the Herods. As collaborators with the enemy, the puppet kings were 

hated by their own people. Working together, Rome and the Herods kept a tentative peace 

in Israel, but at the cost of harsh measures and intense resentment.  The empire quashed 

rebellion by making examples of rebels, arresting and executing them publicly on wooden 

crosses. 

In their fine book The Last Days, Marcus Borg and John Dominic Crossan call crucifixion 

“imperial terrorism,” an act of “calculated social deterrence,” the most cruel act in a cruel 

age, a visible, public demonstration done as a warning. 

The only hope to get out of this mess was the promised Messiah whom many expected to 

show up any day.  Popular opinion conjectured exactly what the scene would look like 

when the Messiah came.  A strong leader, in the mold of David the King, would rally the 

people. He’d march into Jerusalem astride a great stallion, a mighty war horse.  He’d be 

leading a vast army. He’d vanquish the despised Romans. He’d march to his throne and be 

crowned King of the Jews. That was the dream. 

 

PASSOVER 

Make no mistake about it—Jesus intentionally places himself squarely in the middle of the 

mess.   Jesus calculates his entry into this combustible arena at the most volatile, dangerous 

time.  Passover.  The place is full of pilgrims. They’ve come to observe the liberation of their 

people from slavery centuries before. They’re full of patriotism and hopes for their liberation 

from their current oppressor. Passover in Jerusalem is such a tinderbox the governor of the 

entire province moves his headquarters from Caesarea on the coast, up to Jerusalem for the 

duration in order to take direct charge if necessary.  Supplemental military units come along. 

There are Roman soldiers on every corner.  Into all of this Jesus makes his way to Jerusalem. 

 

  

  



MESSIAH 

+ No stallion for this Messiah, just a donkey on loan. 

+ No army, just a rag-tag assortment of unemployed fisherman, an errant tax collector and 

some dedicated women, and others of disputed repute. 

+ This Messiah was no vanquisher of Romans, just an itinerate preacher from up north. 

+ Oh, there’d be a crown, but not the one anybody expected. 

+ And there’d be a throne, a throne on a hill called Calvary. 

+ In the end there would be a very great victory; the enemy would be vanquished, but not 

the enemy or the victory anybody expected. 

Notice how Luke describes with such precision Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem. We are given the 

exact location: the Jerusalem suburbs of Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the 

Mount of Olives.  There Jesus instructs two of his disciples to go into the next village and find 

tied there a colt that has never been ridden.  Jesus has clearly spent time preparing for this 

day.  He knows exactly what type of colt he wants -- one that had never been ridden. He 

knows exactly where the colt is. He’s even worked out a response to the public relations 

problem of swiping the colt. "If anyone asks you . . . just say this, ‘The Lord needs it."’ 

Why does Luke give such detail to this grand entrance?  Jesus could have just walked.   Here 

Luke makes sure that we know Jesus is fulfilling Zechariah’s prophecy of the long-awaited 

Messiah. "Lo, your king comes to you triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a 

donkey on a colt, the foal of a donkey" (Zech. 9:9). Jesus is determined to get his arrival 

exactly right. And Luke is determined that we know every detail of it.    If we were to have 

read a little further we would see Jesus weeping over Jerusalem and the make his way to the 

Temple where turned over the tables of the money changers.  It was a highly provocative 

act--one the scholars tell us sealed his fate making his arrest and execution only a matter of 

time.  Their public demonstration and his complicity with it starts in motion the forces which 

will take exactly five days to eliminate him in their effort to restore order. 

 

STONES 

In all this detail did you notice that Luke makes no mention of palm branches or 

‘hosannas.”?  There are references to cloaks being laid down in the road and a peculiar 

reference not found in any of the other Gospels about stones that will shout out.  Along the 

way the Pharisees told Jesus to silence the disciples to which Jesus says: , “…if these were 

silent, the stones would shout out…” 

Luke has a certain fascination with stones.  He tells of John the Baptist’s warning - “Do not say 

to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these 

stones to raise up children to Abraham.” 

It’s in Luke’s gospel that Jesus laments over Jerusalem, the city “that kills prophets and stones 

those who are sent to it.” 

And on yet another occasion, when some were admiring the temple and the beautiful 

stones that adorned it, Jesus warned that there would come a day when not one stone of 

the temple would be left on top of another. In 70 A.D. that prediction came true.  You will 



remember that one of the temptations in the wilderness that began these forty days was the 

temptation to turn stones into bread. 

Here Jesus is saying: Now the rock of ages has come to remedy, redeem and restore – and 

nothing can silence, suppress, subdue or stifle it.  This rock and redeemer will give voice to all 

that have no voice and even the voiceless will speak up.  Jesus provides the foundation, a 

durable, indomitable footing for a new Jerusalem, a new heaven and earth.     

 

SHOUT 

And yes a few days later from the silence of an empty tomb with a massive rock rolled away, 

the stones cried out with their loudest voice a truth written in the stars, a message borne in 

the heavens, a proclamation for all the earth to hear, that love will not submit to hate, hope 

will not be dwarfed by despair, dawn will break through the darkness and life cannot be 

held in death’s captivity.  That has been more than enough for the stones to shout out 

about. 

O God, on this day of strong love, strong feeling, strong passions, when people responded 

spontaneously and joyfully and gladly, open us to your presence in our city and our world 

and our lives. And at the beginning of this holy week, silence in us any voice but your own, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 


