
 

 

FROM THE PASTOR’S PEN-CELL 

Partial Truths! I thought that this might be a theme worthy of a series of 

worship services beginning in April on the Sunday after Easter and con-

tinuing until Pentecost. Usually we have looked at a Lenten series like 

“Mountaintop Experiences” or “Six Ways to 

Repent” – probably not a popular series 

since people tend not to be all that enthusi-

astic about repenting. We tend to celebrate 

the glorious triumph of Easter and then, de-

spite the emergence of spring, slip into that 

post resurrection malaise that seemed to 

grip the disciples, wondering what we 

should do next.   
 

During the warmer days of winter, I encountered an article that got me 

thinking. The article was by John Blake and first published in 2011. It be-

came a rallying essay for the CNN Series, “Finding Jesus.” Toward the be-

ginning of it Blake claimed that NFL legend Mike Ditka was giving a news 

conference one day after being fired as the coach of the Chicago 

Bears when he decided to quote the Bible.  
 

"Scripture tells you that all things shall pass," a choked-up Ditka said after 

leading his team to only five wins during the previous season. "This, too, 

shall pass." 
 

Ditka fumbled his biblical citation. The 

phrase "This, too, shall pass" doesn't ap-

pear in the Bible. (The phrase “And it 

came to pass” does appear in scripture.) 

Ditka was quoting a phantom text that 

sounds like it belongs in the Bible, but a 

closer examination reveals that it is not 

there. Ditka's biblical blunder is as common as we preachers delivering 

long-winded public prayers. The Bible may be the most revered book in 

America, but it's also one of the most misquoted. Politicians, motivational 

speakers, coaches - all types of people - quote passages that truly have 

no place in the Bible. These phantom passages include: 

“God moves in mysterious ways.” 

“Cleanliness is next to Godliness” 

 "God helps those who help themselves." 
 

These sound as if they are taken from the Bible, but they're not. The first is 

a paraphrase of a 19th-century hymn by the English poet William Cow-

per ("God moves in a mysterious way, His wonders to perform”).  
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Lectionary for April 
 

April 2—5th Sunday in 

Lent 

Ezek. 37:1-14 

Psalm 130 

Romans 8:6-11 

John 11:1-45 
 

April 9—Passion/Palm 

Sunday 

Palms: Matt. 21:1-11 

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 

Passion: Isa. 50:4-9a 

Psalm 31:9-16 

Phil. 2:5-11 

Matthew 26:14-27:66 or 

27:11-54 
 

April 16—Resurrection 

of the Lord/Easter 

Acts 10:34-43 or Jer. 

31:1-6 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 

Col. 3:1-4 or Acts 10:34-

43 

John 20:1-18 or Matthew 

28:1-10 
 

April 23—2nd Sunday 

of Easter 

Acts 2:14a, 22-32 

Psalm 16 

1 Peter 1:3-9 

John 20:19-31 
 

April 30—3rd Sunday of 

Easter 

Acts 2:14a, 36-41 

Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 

1 Peter 1:17-23 

Luke 24:13-35 



 

 

The "cleanliness" passage was coined by John Wesley, the 18th-century evangelist who founded 

Methodism. "No matter if John Wesley or someone else came up with a wise saying - if it sounds 

proverbish, people figure it must come from the Bible," writes theologian Thomas Kidd of Baylor Uni-

versity. 
 

Our fondness for the short and tweet-worthy may also explain our fondness for phantom biblical 

phrases. These pseudo-verses function like theological tweets: They're pithy summarizations of bibli-

cal concepts. 
 

I thought to myself, “If someone could come up with a pithy phantom verse, I could certainly come 

up with some phantom Biblical books. I started by first jotting down “1 Corinthians.” How might I 

come up with something else? Then like a bolt of lightning it came: “1 Suburbians 3:6”. I created oth-

ers: 1 Memes 7:77 - Ingressions 2:2 - Genie 1:1 -  Prosperous 4:4 - 1 Hesitations 6:1 - Seraph 3:3 - 2 Lim-

nentations 2:8. 
 

Then I started to jot down some of these phantom Biblical phrases that float in our culture as if they 

were scriptural quotes:  

God won’t give you more than you can handle. 

If God leads you to it, he will lead you through it. 

If God closes one door he will open another for you. 

God said it, I believe it, that settles it. 

“Your wish is my command,” says the Lord. 

God wants you to be happy.  

Everything happens for a reason. 

When you die, God gains another angel.   

To thine own self be true. 

Just follow your heart and believe and you can do anything. 

God loves you and has a wonderful plan for your life. 

God helps those who help themselves.  

Cleanliness is next to godliness. 

Love the sinner, hate the sin. 

Money is the root of all evil. 

Spare the rod, spoil the child. 

God works in mysterious ways. 

Pride comes before fall. 
 

Some of the most popular faux verses are pithy paraphrases of biblical concepts or bits of folk wis-

dom. We won’t be able to cover all of these, but will pick a few and take a look at the half-truths of 

the phantom texts and what scripture truly says.   
 

While searching for phantom texts I also uncovered Zipline, a San Francisco-based company, that is 

using drone technology to deliver medical supplies to clinics in rural Rwanda. It's only one applica-

tion of this technology, of course, but it demonstrates the potential for using creative ideas for the 

common good. We do not want to compare Jesus to a drone but once we get past Easter, Jesus in 

resurrected form seems to suddenly drop in on his erstwhile disciples – sort of like a drone. 
 

In Rwanda, rural medical clinics are so isolated that deliveries cannot be made by trucks or motor-

cycles. Storage facilities are inadequate for the blood that is required for emergency transfusions.   
 

By the end of this year, two drone bases from Zipline will cover the entire country, which is about the 

size of Massachusetts. Other companies are interested in using Zipline’s technology for their own pur-

poses, such as delivering snacks. But Zipline says, “No. Our company is totally focused on serving 

health care systems and delivering health care."  

 

 



 

 

LOGOS Choir 
• Palm Sunday April 9– 10:00am service 
Since Palm Sunday is two weeks after the LOGOS program ends there will be two rehearsals, on 

Wednesday, March 29 & April 5 from 4-4:45 pm in the Choir Room. All K-6TH children can join us for 

these two rehearsals.  

2017 POST-LOGOS Music Opportunities  
• May 14 - Mother’s Day Choir- This is a short term commitment for our K-6th graders with rehearsals 

either on Sundays or Wednesdays. You can mix it up as your schedule permits as long as you can 

commit to at least 3 rehearsals. The Sunday rehearsals will take place from approximately 11:10-

11:30 am on the following dates; April 23, 30 & May 7 or Wednesdays from 4pm-4:45pm on April 26, 

May 3 & 10. This is a good time to give choir a try! 

• June 11- Children’s Service- We will have a special musical offering this day involving a narrated 

biblical story illustrated with bell accompaniment. We presented the story of the feeding of the 5000 

last June and it was tons of fun. Rehearsals would be on Wednesday afternoons from 4-5pm starting 

May 17.  Stay tuned for more info! Please email me or let me know if you are interested.  

        Dede Holmes  dmh91654@frontiernet.net 

Easter Lilies 

Orders will be taken for Easter Lilies after services on March 19 and 26, as well as 

April 2 or online at www.pittsfordpres.org/lilies. When purchasing a lily you will 

have the opportunity to honor or remember friends and family by filling out a 

form in-person or online. The lilies will be displayed on Easter Sunday and a listing 

of all those honored and remembered will be available at the service. Each lily 

will be $8. If paying by check, please make it payable to First Presbyterian 

Church. Any extra money collected will be donated to support the Presbyterian 

Women’s mission outreach.  

RAIHN 
We once again hosted several families in need during the month of March. To pro-

vide some context, here are some interesting 2016 RAIHN statistics: 

• Served 33 families in our shelter program - 44 adults & 60 children (HIGHEST # 

served since 2008). 

• Served 25 families in our aftercare program.   

• Provided 4,345 bed nights and 13,035 meals.  

• Helped 84% of families graduate into permanent housing. 

• Assisted 89% of families remain in permanent housing after 1 year, including actively avoiding 

6 evictions.  

• Utilized over 1,600 volunteers who donated over 16,000 volunteer hours to staff our shelter pro-

gram.   

• The average length of stay in the shelter program was 38 days. 

• 55% of families in the program had at least one person working or in school.  

After Easter in drone-like fashion Jesus  

Appears as a stranger and delivers clarity about the Scriptures. 

Appears as a guest and delivers an opportunity to serve. 

Appears as a host and delivers ... himself! 
 

And while much of the Christian Church examines these post resurrection passages about Jesus’ 

Zipline-like landings, we at 1st Presbyterian will be exploring 1 Suburbians and 2 Ziplinians.   
          

             Bruce 



 

 

Upcoming Youth Events  - The Youth have had a strong year so far! 
Lets keep it going! 

 

March 22: LOGOS 4:00pm-7:00pm 

March 29, April 5, 12, and 26: Wednesday Theme Nights 5:00pm-7:00pm 

March 26, April 9 and 30:  SOSO 7:00pm-8:30pm 

March 18: Movie Outing 2:00pm-5:00pm 

April 14-15: 8th Grade Lock In 

April 17-21: Flower City Work Camp 

Mission Opportunities: 

• March 26, April 2 and 9: Ticket to Mission 

• April 14-15: Lock In Mystery Mission 

• April 18-20: Flower City Food Prep 

Update from your Pittsford Food Cupboard 
In 2016, the Food Cupboard, which covers five zip code areas, served 3693 families, including 2183 

children and 1010 senior citizens. This would not be possible without your donations of food, paper 

goods, time, and treasure. Many thanks to all of you from the Food Cupboard and from our clients. 

        Lee Fox, board member for 1st Presbyterian 

JASY is getting closer and closer!! With assign-

ments out to everyone, we’re in our last leg of 

information gathering and form signing. July 

can’t get here soon 

enough! 

8th Grade Lock In!! 

There’s a Lock In coming up and it’s for 

the 8th graders! Extra mission hours, tons 

of food, both good and bad, movies and 

fun. It’s going to be a blast!  

April 14 @ 7:00pm until April 15 @ 

10:00am. We’d love to have as many of 

our confirmands as we can there! 



 

 

Christ ian 

Education  

Coming up for Kids 

Mar. 22: LOGOS -  Potluck 

Final Night 

Mar. 29: Palm Sunday Choir 

4:00-4:45 pm 

Any child K-6 

April 5: Palm Sunday Choir 

April 9: Palm Sunday Choir  

Sing in worship 

April 16: Easter 

Upcoming Events 

Men’s Prayer            
Breakfast  

4/2 
7:00 am 

Optimists          4/7 
5:30 pm 

Anthony Circle 4/13 
10:00 am 

Naomi Circle    4/17 
12:30 am 

Evening Circle 4/24 
7 pm 

Not so Basic Bible 
study 

Mondays 
7:30 pm 

Prayer Support Group Mondays 
11:00 am 

Lectionary Study Weds. 
7:15 pm 

Men’s Ecumenical 
Group 

Thursdays 
7:15 am 

Adult Study Sundays 
9:45 am 

Everyone is invited to join us this year for Vacation Bible 

School. Children who are able to use the bathroom inde-

pendently through adults are encouraged to register. Please 

invite your neighbors! 

Vacation Bible School this year will be held the last week of 

August 21-25 from 8:45am-12:00pm. We will be inside and out-

side and learning about God. 

Registration forms are online www.pittsfordpres.org/vbs or by 

calling the office at 585-586-5688 

Vacation Bible School 
August 21-25 

Coming in Lent 

Egg decorating continues during the Lenten season. 

6-7:30 pm on March 23 and  30 in the Fellowship Hall. 

This is open to all ages. Eggs are raw when deco-

rated.  Bring your friends. 

God through the Eyes of a Scientist 

Dr. Lucien Rouse is teaching on his lifelong pursuit of God. 

Come hear how his scientifically-based way of thinking 

frames his understanding of God, the universe, and every-

thing else. Hear how his personal relationship with God has 

developed and is intertwined with the scientific study of our 

world. March 26, April 2, 9, 23, 30, and May 7 at 11:30am up-

stairs in room 201. 



 

 

Wednesday Book Club 
Meeting from 2 pm until 4 pm in the Church Library. Call Nancy Sprenkle (381-8990) 

if you plan to attend.   
 

April 12, Hillbilly Eulogy by J.D. Vance 

Hillbilly Elegy is a passionate and personal analysis of a culture in crisis—that of white 

working-class Americans. The decline of this group, a demographic of our country that has been 

slowly disintegrating over forty years, has been reported on with growing frequency and alarm, but 

has never before been written about as searingly from the inside. J. D. Vance tells the true story of 

what a social, regional, and class decline feels like when you were born with it hung around your 

neck.  
 

May 10, Mr. Pip by Lloyd Jones 

Optimists Friday, April 7, 5:30pm  

Who would have known we would get a lesson in Constitutional Law with the change of Presidents? 

Is our Constitution out of date? If we had grown up in California we would have passed the States’ 

US Constitution Test required of all 8th graders. For us Californians, it’s not all so new. Although 39 

states require at least one course in American government or civics, only eight states administer 

statewide, standardized tests specifically in civics government; 

of those, Ohio and Virginia are the only ones that require students 

to pass said test in order to graduate from high school. 

 

Among the interesting people in our church family is Mark W. 

Pedersen. He is a long-time mem- ber of the Monroe County Bar As-

sociation, a former academy dean and recipient of the Ray-

mond J. Pauley Award, recogniz- ing his service to the Academy. 

He also received the Daily Record Attorney of the Year in Leaders in Law award. 

Mark Pedersen graduated from Syracuse University and the SUNY Buffalo Law School. He served 3 ½ 

years in full time active duty in the Navy Judge Advocate General’s Corps and retired in 2013 after 

30 years of service. Following active duty, Mark served as an Assistant District Attorney in Monroe 

County for 11 years, and is privileged to be a career law clerk for the Honorable Charles J. Siragusa, 

Senior U.S. District Judge, a position he has held since 1997. Mark Pedersen is married to Jane, also 

an attorney at law, and they have four children. Mark will lead us in understanding the unique as-

pects of the American government and our President’s role. 

 

Dinner will be lasagna. Tickets are $13 and available in Fellowship Hall on Sundays before the event. 

Please plan ahead as we must give an accurate count to our caterer. Bring your own table service 

and donate a paper  product for the Pittsford Food Cupboard. 

Naomi Circle 

Bring sandwich and mug and join the Naomi Circle meeting Monday, April 17, upstairs in the church 

at 12:30 pm. After lunch, devotions, and short business meeting, Pastor Bruce Boak (2:00 pm) will 

share thoughts and scripture concerning challenges in our 'golden years.' Bruce will also share his 

thoughts on what gives him comfort as he makes his transition to retirement.     

Non-members are ALWAYS welcome. 

Tea for One, Together: A Garden-Style Tea Party for Widows 

June 3, 2017, 1:00-3:00 pm 

Invitations and more information to follow! 

Contact Debbie Matrachisia for more information at 585-752-

5584 or debmatt@rochester.rr.com 

tel:(585)%20752-5584
tel:(585)%20752-5584
mailto:debmatt@rochester.rr.com


 

 

News from the Nursery School  

Hurrah for Spring  This April is going to fly by, there are few days and 

many events. Our YK children will have parent conferences. We will have 

our annual Parent Orientation meeting for our incoming parents. We also continue to have full after-

noon enrichment classes. All the children will participate in a Spring Egg Hunt. We will go on several 

field trips. Our fundraising committee will hold a garage sale on Friday, April 28, from 9 am - 2 pm 

and also on Saturday, April 29, from 9 am - 1 pm, please come and check it out!  Come visit us in 

the classrooms, you can view the children’s Spring artwork, listen to their beautiful voices and be in-

spired by their innocence!          Teresa Zatyko 

Deacon Events 
• Eastman School of Music Saxophone Project - Tuesday, April 11 - Free concert performed by stu-

dents. Meet in the church Narthex at 7pm 
 

• Game Night - Friday, April 21 at 7pm in Fellowship Hall - We play Euchre and board games. All 

are welcome 
 

• Hiking - Saturday, April 22 at 12 noon - Meet in church parking lot. We will be going to Mendon 

Ponds for a 2 mile easy hike. 
 

• Cooking Club - Sunday, April 23 at 5pm in Fellowship Hall - Cost $7 - Jamaican Themed meals will 

be prepared.  
 

• HAMILTON - Do you want to see the Broadway Musical? Sorry. Tickets are too expensive, but we 

have the next best thing! 

Saturday April 29 at 7pm - Rochester School of the Arts will perform "In The Heights". 

Lin Manual Miranda's first musical tells the story of a Bodega (grocery store) in the 

Washington Heights neighborhood he grew up in. Groundbreaking Hip Hop, Rap and traditional 

songs. Cost is $10. Please call Dan Traina at 208-6839 for tickets. 

“The Truth About Islam” 
Please join a discussion on Islam with Dr. Khalid and Sabeeha Reh-

man, author of Threading My Prayer Rug: One Woman’s Journey from 

Pakistani Muslim to American Muslim. They will discuss women in Islam, 

family life, the Quran, Shariah, and the Shia-Sunni divide. Dr. Rehman 

is a retired Hematologist/Oncologist and is a recipient of many medi-

cal awards. Sabeeha is a contributor to The Wall Street Journal. Her 

book was listed in the “Top 10 Religion and Spirituality Books of 2016” 

by Booklist. We are privileged to have the Rehmans, renowned in-residence speakers at the Chautu-

qua Institution, come to Rochester. This program and the book review noted below are both free 

and open to the public, andthere will be an opportunity for questions and answers. 

When:  Saturday, April 1, 9:30 am-12 pm, refreshments provided 

Where: Perkins Mansion, 494 East Ave., Rochester, NY  

RSVP:  Gaynelle at gwether9@gmail.com, space limited 

BOOK READING—When:  Starting at 3 PM—Where: Barnes and Noble, Pittsford Plaza, 3349 Monroe 

Ave., Rochester 

2017 Updated Lenten Schedule 

Sunday    April 9        8:30 & 10:00 am       Palm Sunday Service 

Thursday April 13         7:30 pm                     Maundy Service 

Friday    April 14          7:30 pm                     Good Friday Service 

                                                   (A Service and Reflection on 

              the “Seven Last Words of Christ”)

Sunday    April 16             7:00 am                     Easter Sunrise Service 

             (Port of Pittsford) 

Sunday               April 16             8:30 & 10:30 am       Easter Sunday Services         

             (Choir with Brass and Timpani)  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rev. Bruce G. Boak 

Senior Pastor 

Ext. #25 

bgb@pittsfordpres.org  
 

Tyler Logan 

Director of Youth Ministry 

Ext. #31 

tyler@pittsfordpres.org 
 

 

Financial Administrator 

Ext. #23 

treasurer@pittsfordpres.org 
 

Dr. James Douthit 

Director of Music 

jdouthit@rochester.rr.com 
 

Dede Holmes 

Director of Youth Choirs 

dmh91654@frontiernet.net  
 

John O’Flaherty 

Custodian 

Ext. #33 

 
 

The Rev. Carrie Mitchell 

Associate Pastor 

Ext. #32 

carrie.mitchell@pittsfordpres.org 
 

Craig Kunkle 

Director of Christian Education  

Ext. #30 

craig.kunkle@pittsfordpres.org 
 

Britta Konau 

Office & Communications Coord. 

Ext. #21 

britta.konau@pittsfordpres.org   
 

Dr. Bruce Frank 

Organist 

bfrank345@gmail.com 
 

Dr. Mary Carlson 

Director of Hand Bell Choir 

mcarlson74@gmail.com 
 

Bill Mullins 

Assist. Custodian 

First Presbyterian Church 

 21 Church Street, Pittsford, NY  14534 

Phone 585 586-5688, Fax # 586-8090 

E-mail connect@pittsfordpres.org 

Web page www.pittsfordpres.org 
 

Worship With Us 

 Please join us for Sunday morning  

worship.   

   Worship Services: 8:30 & 10:00AM 

    Communion is offered on the  

first Sunday of each month. 
 

 

Non-Profit Org. 

PRST STD 

US Postage  

PAID 

Pittsford, NY 

First Presbyterian Church of 

Pittsford 

21 Church Street 

Pittsford, New York 14534   

www.pittsfordpres.org 


