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GREAT ENDS OF THE CHURCH IV – PRESERVING THE TRUTH 
The Preservation of Truth 

John 18:28-38 

  

John 18:37-38 

(John 28)  Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate's headquarters. It was early in the 

morning. They themselves did not enter the headquarters, so as to avoid ritual defilement 

and to be able to eat the Passover.  (29)  So Pilate went out to them and said, "What 

accusation do you bring against this man?"  30 They answered, "If this man were not a 

criminal, we would not have handed him over to you."  (31)  Pilate said to them, "Take him 

yourselves and judge him according to your law." The Jews replied, "We are not permitted to 

put anyone to death."  (32)  (This was to fulfill what Jesus had said when he indicated the 

kind of death he was to die.)  (33)  Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned 

Jesus, and asked him, "Are you the King of the Jews?"  (34)  Jesus answered, "Do you ask this 

on your own, or did others tell you about me?"  (35)  Pilate replied, "I am not a Jew, am I? 

Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you 

done?"  (36)  Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from 

this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. 

But as it is, my kingdom is not from here."  (37)  Pilate asked him, "So you are a king?" Jesus 

answered, "You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to 

testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice."  (38)  Pilate asked 

him, "What is truth?" After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again a nd told them, "I 

find no case against him. 

 

PRESERVING THE TRUTH 

John 18:28-38 

Introduction 

A priest, a pastor and rabbi got together for a friendly game of cards.  Soon they were 

playing poker for some small wagers.  Upon discovering this, the sheriff arrested them, and 

hauled all three of them before a magistrate for trial.  “Were you gambling, Father?”  asked 

the magistrate.  The priest looked heavenward, whispered, “Oh Lord, forgive me,” and then 

said aloud: “No, your honor, I was not gambling.”  “Were you gambling, Reverend?” the 

http://www.pittsfordpres.org/


magistrate asked the minister.  And he, too, looked heavenward, whispered for forgiveness 

and replied: “I was not gambling, your honor.”  Then the magistrate turned to the rabbi, 

“Were you gambling, Rabbi?”  The rabbi, looked the justice squarely in the eye, shrugged 

and said: “With whom?” 

  

PRESERVING THE TRUTH 

One of the less commendable qualities of human nature is our capacity to “adjust” the truth 

to our own best advantage.  We resent the word “lying” to describe such an 

exercise.  Instead it is “putting our best foot forward,” or dressing up the facts.”  But call it 

what we will, it is precisely at this point that we find ourselves tripping over the Ninth 

Commandment.  Human nature being what it is, we try to fashion our reality, and there is no 

objective truth beyond that. 

Joe had a “FOR SALE” sign on his front lawn, and was doing some weeding when the 

stranger drove up.  “Nice place you have here,” commented the newcomer, “You must be 

asking at least $300K for it.”  With well-rehearsed indignation, Joe protested that it was worth 

every penny of $350K. “Let me show you around,” Joe suggested, “and then you’ll be able 

to make a more realistic offer.”  … “Oh that won’t be necessary,” was the response, as the 

stranger made a note in his notebook, “I’m not buying: I’m just becoming acquainted with 

the area. You see I’m the new tax assessor!” 

In this era of alternative facts and assertions that “Truth isn’t truth.”1 The 17th century 

scholar Pascal could have been talking about today when he declared of truth: “It is so 

obscure in these times that unless we love it, we cannot know it.”  We have our truth, others 

have their truths, and we are all suspicious of anyone who claims to have the truth. 

  

SEARCHING THE TRUTH 

While the truth may make us free, the troublesome question that restricts our liberty: What is 

truth?  This is a question our Lord faced in the interogation by Pontius Pilate. 

The last week of our Lord’s life seems like a blur of rapidly changing events and shifting 

emotions.  It races from the celebration of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem, to a farewell meal, a 

night in the garden, betrayal, arrest, trial, execution – and then, triumph over death.  Various 

scenes, however, unfold in a more measured pace. 

One such scene of unusual poignancy is Jesus’ appearance before the Roman governor 

Pontius Pilate.  There he undergoes a shallow interrogation, providing enigmatic responses to 

an exasperated Governor.  Pilate asked the question, “What is truth?”  Yet he doesn’t wait 

for the answer.  He hurriedly leaves before any answer can be given.  In an act of political 

expediency he delivered Jesus to be executed.  The end result of an empty tomb offers not 

only the answer to Pilate’s question, but proves the undestructibility of truth. 

As we reflect on the account of Pilate’s question – “What is truth?” – we are aware of the 

narrative’s irony.  This is not the only time “truth” has appeared in John’s gospel.  When Jesus 

answered one of Thomas’ questions, he said, “I am the way, and the truth, and the 

life.”  (John 14:6).  Earlier John’s gospel proclaims that Jesus Christ is the One who dwelt 
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among us “full of grace and truth,” the One who came to “bear witness to the truth,” the 

One who promises “the Spirit of truth,” the One who is Truth! 

  

KNOWING THE TRUTH 

The ancient sages called truth the manifestation by which God is recognized. 

The Hebrew word for truth eh-MEHT, means firm, solid, reliable, faithful, tested, true, 

lasting.  Truth is like those footers we pour before we build a building.  It’s the steel girders that 

brace the structure and keeps it in place. 

One of the great crises for our day is that the voice of truth is often unheard or 

unheeded.  Sometimes the sound of truth is soft, almost a whisper, and easily drowned out 

by the roar of naked greed or political opportunism.  Sometimes truth is squelched by the 

ignorant and the superstitious.  Even more often it may be bought and sold by bigotry or 

whispered away by gossip. 

   

PRESERVING THE TRUTH 

This “Great End” the preservation of the truth – is the church’s calling to preserve the gospel 

of Jesus Christ, holding fast to the way, the truth, the life.  Thus, the church is not called to 

protect dogma, or doctrine; It is called to preserve faith in the truth to which Christ bore 

witness. 

Christ brings the truth, Christ lives the truth, Christ is the truth.  We are bidden to speak the 

reality of his love to everyone around us, that all of us may grow up together into the 

measure of the stature of his fullness.  

Together, we are called to pray, think, and talk so that our faith and our faithfulness will 

remain true to the truth. In his diary, called Markings Dag Hammarskjold said it very 

well:  “Respect for the word – to employ it with scrupulous care and an incorruptible heartfelt 

love of truth – [that] is essential if there is to be any growth in a society or in the human 

race…”2 

Every particle of truth deserves and demands an advocate.  Preservation of the truth of the 

gospel is the church’s theological vocation.  Therefore, we will call into question any 

perversion of the truth; we will remain diligent in our search for the truth; in Jesus Christ we 

know the truth; and in keeping with this great end, to God’s glory we will preserve the truth. 

 

 

 

1 “Truth isn’t truth,” the infamous statement that Rudolph W. Giuliani made in a back-and-

forth with NBC’s Chuck Todd about the Russia investigation, is 2018′s most notable quote. 

2 Dag Hammarskjold Markings 2006 by Vintage (first published 1963) (p. 94). 
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