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1. Barbara Brown Taylor’s story beautifully fills in between the lines for us two simple but 

profound verses in Chapter 2 of the Gospel of Matthew: 

a. In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men 

from the East came to Jerusalem asking, “Where is the child who has been born 

king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising and have come to pay him 

homage.” 

b. As we heard so well read by John a moment ago, there is a lot of traveling 

going on in Matthew 2: 

i. Joseph and Mary have traveled from Nazareth in Galilee to Bethlehem in 

Judea, the city of David, because Joseph was descended from the house 

and lineage of David. 

ii. The wise men travel from the East following the star to Jerusalem to check 

in with King Herod. 

1. Once they learn Herod is not the true king they seek, the wise men 

follow the star to Bethlehem and worship the baby Jesus. 

iii. Having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod in Jerusalem, the 

wise men leave Bethlehem and return to their eastern home by another 

road. 

iv. When the wise men leave, an angel appears to Joseph and tells him to 

take Mary and Jesus to Egypt until Herod is dead and his threat to kill Jesus 

dies with him. 

v. After Herod dies, an angel appears to Joseph in another dream telling 

him to return with his family to Israel. 

1. Having learned that Herod’s son now sits on his father’s throne, 

Joseph elects to settle in Nazareth, far away from Jerusalem. 

vi. That’s a lot of traveling in just 23 verses! 

c. We are a people accustomed to traveling. 

i. How many of you have ever left Pittsford for any reason? 

ii. New York State? 

iii. The Northeast? 

iv. The United States of America? 

v. The North American Continent? 

d. When we travel, we prepare. 
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i. We must decide where we are going, how we will get there, what we 

want to do once we arrive, how long we will stay, what we will need for 

the journey, and how we will return. 

ii. We also have to make the mental preparations to be away from home. 

1. We won’t be able to have the same, exact, comforting morning 

routine. 

a. Does yours involve morning ablutions?  

b. Coffee?  

c. News? 

2. It’s not as easy getting around an area not as familiar to us. 

3. The easy and habitual requires thought and extra time. 

4. And when we get back to our temporary lodging, it’s not nearly as 

comfortable as home, sweet home with our fuzzy socks, blankets 

and drink of choice at the ready. 

e. Now magnify that discomfort and discombobulation with the added 

complication of not just traveling, but of answering a calling to change our way 

or place of being. 

2. In the biblical narrative and this morning’s story, the wise men and by extension us, are 

being called into a new reality…to go home by another way. 

a. Something was calling the wise men out from under the high expectations, the 

disappointing returns and the reputations they had built for themselves.  

i. Something mysterious. 

ii. Something they could not satisfy by following a new diet, buying new 

books, or doing something really hard like walking on hot coals, or training 

for a marathon. 

b. They all thought they were the only ones with stars in their eyes. 

i. The reality is that we all have stars in our eyes. 

ii. And we all have those stars at different ages and stages of our lives. 

1. Sometimes we have stars in our eyes at multiple points in our lives. 

iii. Remember all the traveling that took place in just 23 verses of Matthew 2? 

1. A baby, his young parents, and older wise men were all called to 

follow a star. 

c. Are these journeys simple? Easy? Without complication? 

i. By no means. 

ii. If callings were easy, everyone would listen to them and we wouldn’t 

have to tell these stories of hope and encouragement every year in the 

midst of winter. 

iii. Responding to a calling, to a star in our eyes requires not only courage 

and finding a community on camels or in a congregation, but a great 

deal of self-discipline. 

1. Why self-discipline? 

2. Think about the story. 

a. That slimy Herod. 

b. He saw the stars in the wise men’s eyes. 

c. He wanted those stars for himself. 

d. And he was willing to lie, cheat and kill to get them. 

3. Callings – stars in our eyes – can attract people to their power.  
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a. Beware.  

b. Don’t get caught up in or jealous of another person’s calling. 

c. That jealousy smells disingenuous like Herod’s Pine sol breath. 

d. We are to pay attention to our own callings. 

i. When we do, the stars in our eyes meet the stars in 

Christ’s eyes. 

a. This is where the mystery, the magic, takes 

place. 

e. When the stars in our eyes meet the stars in Christ’s eyes, we 

don’t need our stars anymore.  

i. The stars align. 

ii. We have found what we are looking for. 

d. When we answer our callings, we are often surprised – not just by the stars’ 

alignment, but by what happens next. 

i. We are often expecting our callings to yield one thing and we end up 

receiving gifts we never anticipated. 

1. Remember how dumbstruck the wise men were by the gift of 

holding the baby Jesus? 

2. Can you remember the time you were surprised by the trust and 

sweet surrender of somebody innocent? 

a. That hope can spring anew in each one of us. 

ii. Each time we answer a calling and receive these unexpected gifts, we 

discover we are a bit more prepared to take roads not known or 

frequented.  

1. We discover that the old maps, plans, habits, practices, behaviors, 

and ways of being, won’t work anymore.  

a. It’s time to find home a different way. 

e. On that night so long ago, God did not come to meet our expectations, but to 

change our expectations.  

i. God came to show us what love, grace and power look like in the flesh.  

ii. We gather this morning to remind ourselves of the stars in each one of our 

eyes and to encourage us to follow them… 

1. …to our new homes by another way. 

 


