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Advent – Advent-ure Two – Signs Signals Cues Clues 

I Corinthians 1:22-25 

For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a 

stumbling-block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both 

Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is 

wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 

 

Hebrews 2:1-4 

Therefore we must pay greater attention to what we have heard, so that we do not drift 

away from it. For if the message declared through angels was valid, and every transgression 

or disobedience received a just penalty, how can we escape if we neglect so great a 

salvation? It was declared at first through the Lord, and it was attested to us by those who 

heard him, while God added his testimony by signs and wonders and various miracles, and 

by gifts of the Holy Spirit, distributed according to his will. 

  

Clue – I want you to picture… this passage… in the church John 1:6-9 

   

TWO – Signs Signals Cues and Clues 

This passage is often referred to as the Immanuel promise.  It was penned some a centuries 

before Christ’s birth.  Shortly after Solomon’s death Israel split into two kingdoms – Judah, in 

the south and Israel in the north.  The Assyrians and the northern kingdom were forming an 

alliance.  King Ahaz of Judah had the choice to join the coalition which would enhance 

national security but risk religious purity.  He looked for a sign from God.  God gave him 

multiple signs but he was too ambivalent, too oblivious, too inattentive to discern the 

signs.  Isaiah attempts to encourage and re-direct. 

Isaiah 7:10-17 

10 Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as 

Sheol or high as heaven. 12But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the 

test. 13Then Isaiah* said: ‘Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, 

that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the 
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young woman* is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel.* 15He shall 

eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the 

good. 16For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land 

before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted. 17The Lord will bring on you and on 

your people and on your ancestral house such days as have not come since the day that 

Ephraim departed from Judah—the king of Assyria.’ 

Open our eyes to see and our ears to hear the signs of your presence, O God - not only 

where we expect them, but wherever in grace you make yourself known.  Then shall our joy 

be increased and our faith sustained.  Amen. 

  

Signs, Signals, Cues and Clues 

  

INTRODUCTION 

Road signs.  Business signs.  Signs of the times.  Signs of trouble.  Signs of peace.  Signs of 

winter.  Signs of rain.  Signs of snow.  Vital signs. Signs of slowing down.  Signs of 

character.  Sign in. Sign out.  Sign up. Sign on.  Sign off. 

The world is full of signs.  Signs are indicators, and therefore helpful, and essential.  Our 

systems of transportation revolve around them.  They help regulate navigation and keep us 

safe. Our ability to identify persons and places is predicated on signs.  The Bible obliges the 

demand for signs in both the Old and New Testaments with the familiar phrase:  "This shall be 

a sign unto you..."  "For Jews demand signs," writes Paul in the opening chapter of his first 

letter to the Corinthians (vs. 22).  The Book of Hebrews tells us God added testimony by signs 

and wonders and various miracles. 

We are dependent on symbols, marks, indicators, hints to help us understand our lives; to 

give us direction; to help us set our course.  We crave signs, signals, cues and clues to clarify 

the meaning of our existence. 

  

SIGNS AS A SOURCE OF AMUSEMENT 

A friend sent me a photo of a sign which read: “No WIFI, talk to each other, call your Mom, 

pretend it’s 1993.”  Another friend sent me one of a road sign.  It read: “Old dog, young dog, 

several stupid dogs, please drive slowly.” And then there are those wonderful church signs 

trying to convey Christian messages like: 

·       “Salvation guaranteed or your sins cheerfully refunded;” 

·       “And God help me to be the person my dog thinks that I am.”     

·       One church sign had a sermon title which read: “Do you know what Hell is like?”  Below 

was the announcement, Come hear our choir.  

·       Worship service at north and south end of the church.  Children will be baptized at both 

ends. 

·       Little Mothers Club meeting 5:00 p.m. Thursday.  All those wishing to become Little 

mothers, please meet the pastor in his study. 



·       On Sunday, a special collection will be taken to defray the expenses of the new 

carpet.  All those wishing to do something on the new carpet, please complete a 

commitment card. 

·       Bean Supper Saturday evening in the church basement.  Music will follow. 

·       Found on the church collection box: "You can't take it with you, so why not send it on 

ahead?" 

·       The rosebud on the altar this morning is to announce the birth of David Allen Belser, the 

sin of the Rev. and Mrs. Julius Belser. 

  

SIGNS MISREAD 

Just as signs may show mistakes, signs can point in the wrong direction.  As in the case of 

King Ahaz, signs can be missed.  Signs can be misinterpreted.  Signs can be misread. 

At one time Dorothy Parker, the short-story writer, theater critic, and writer of light and witty 

verse, had a small, dingy cubbyhole of an office in the Metropolitan Opera House building in 

New York.  As no one ever came to see her, she became depressed and lonely.  When the 

sign writer came to paint her name on the office door, she got him to write instead the word 

"GENTLEMAN." (She ended up with a lot of visitors.) That may have taken care of some of her 

loneliness, but wrong signs are usually trouble and unfulfilling.  Every sign should have 

substance behind it so as not to mislead and disappoint. 

On a long lonely highway in northern Minnesota stands a isolated sign announcing a gas 

station - a welcome notice for travelers who, when pulling boats, carrying huge camping 

loads, or driving motor homes need to re-fuel often.  But soon one notices that the sign is the 

only thing left standing.  The gas station is gone, the gas pumps have been removed.  All 

that remains is the large sign- signifying nothing... a contradiction, a disappointment and a 

despair for those needing to refuel. 

Signs have no significance in-and-of themselves.  Their significance lies in that to which they 

point.  In scripture, a "sign" confirms God’s promises.  It appeals to one’s spiritual sensibility, 

and it serves as an indicator pointing to the invisible power and activity of God in the 

world.    The prophet Isaiah spoke of an everlasting sign to the people.   

The word "sign" is used in several ways in Scripture, but the sense in which the prophet used it, 

and the way the apostle Paul used it, is the most frequent - it refers to any action (or actions) 

by God intended to redeem or deliver.   In the New Testament such a sign was given in the 

birth of Christ.  "And this shall be a sign unto you, you shall find the babe..."  God has truly 

made divine presence known among us through many signs and wonders, and the Cross is 

"an everlasting sign." 

In this advent journey of advent~ure, … there are signs, signals, cues and clues that God 

would have us note and heed.  Our reading from Hebrews instructs us to pay attention to 

them. 

  



CONCLUSION 

Following the signposts our lord has put before us on the pilgrimage of life, as we engage in 

this advent adventure, to not only welcome Him but let him take us to places that we have 

never been; may we be vigilant, attentive, and watchful of God’s abundant revelations.  

  

The ascription: 

Lord God, As you have let your love loose on the world, turn it loose in us, through us, from us 

– so that we not only receive it, but reflect and represent it.  Amen. 

 


