
 

 

 

TRUSTING GOD WITH CHANGE 
 

Stewardship 

Trusting God with Change has been our Stewardship theme this 

year. And we do so by giving our time, talent, and treasure so that 

we may be a blessing to others, just as we have been blessed. We 

are so grateful for more than 160 pledges totaling over $423,000 re-

ceived in the first two weeks of our 2018 campaign. The average 

pledge is $2,647, an increase of 9.2% from 2017. If you have not yet 

done so, please prayerfully consider your support for our church in 

2018 by completing a Participation Card (either online or to Jackie 

DiStefano’s attention in the church office.) Everyone counts in ful-

filling our ministry and mission. 

Doug Peters, Charlie Francis, Caroline Hill, Rob Rhodes  

Generosity Team Members  
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For the members and friends of the First Presbyterian Church of Pittsford 

 

2017 Advent and Christmastide 

Sunday, December 3 Nametag Day 

1st Advent   11:30 am Advent and New Members 

    Brunch 

    Santa in the Sanctuary 

Sunday, December 10 10:00 am Service, Introduction of New 

2nd Advent   Members            

Sunday, December 17 8:30 am Service, Fellowship Hall 

3rd Advent   10:00 am Christmas Choral Service,  

    Sanctuary 

    5:00 pm Ham Supper & Holiday Sing-a-

    Long 

Sunday, December 24 10:00 am Service (no 8:30 am service) 

4th Advent   4:30 pm Children’s Pageant   

Christmas Eve  8:00 pm & 10:30 pm Candlelight Service 

Monday, December 25 worship with your loved ones 

Christmas Day 

Sunday, December 31 10:00 am Service (no 8:30 am service) 

New Year’s Eve 



 

 

Lectionary for  
December 

 

Dec. 3—1st Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 64:1–9  

Psalm 80:1–7, 17–19  

1 Corinthians 1:3–9  

Mark 13:24–37  
 

Dec. 10—2nd Sunday of Ad-

vent 
Isaiah 40:1–11  

Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13  

2 Peter 3:8–15a  

Mark 1:1–8  
 

Dec. 17—3rd Sunday of Ad-

vent 
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11  

Psalm 126 or Luke 1:46b–55  

1 Thessalonians 5:16–24 John 

1:6–8, 19–28  
 

Dec. 24—4th Sunday of Ad-

vent 

2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16  

Luke 1:46b–55 or Psalm 89:1–4, 

19–26  

Romans 16:25–27  

Luke 1:26–38  
 

Dec. 24, Christmas Eve—

Nativity of the Lord 
Isaiah 9:2–7  

Psalm 96  

Titus 2:11–14  

Luke 2:1–14 [15–20]  
 

Dec. 25—Nativity of the Lord 
Christmas Dawn:  

Isaiah 62:6–12  

Psalm 97  

Titus 3:4–7  

Luke 2:[1–7] 8–20  

Christmas Day:  

Isaiah 52:7–10  

Psalm 98  

Hebrews 1:1–4 [5–12] John 1:1–

14  
 

Dec. 31—1st Sunday after 

Christmas 
Isaiah 61:10—62:3  

Psalm 148  

Galatians 4:4–7  

Luke 2:22–40  

Treasurer 

Those subject to the IRS Required Minimum Distribution from their 

retirement accounts may authorize a direct distribution to the 

church and exclude the distribution from taxable income.  Alt-

hough you do not get a charitable deduction, there may be 

other tax advantages by lowering taxable income. Consult your 

tax advisor to see if this form of giving is beneficial to you. 
 

Our online giving service provides for scheduled giving and 

may be helpful for you in 2018. This service has proven con-

venient to many in our congregation. Note that there is a 3% 

charge to the church for credit card contributions vs. no 

charge if funds come from a checking or savings account. If 

interested, visit our website pittsfordpres.org/giving or contact 

Jackie DiStefano in the church office at 586-5688. 

 
Reminder 

If you plan to make a year-end contribution using the sale of 

stock, please plan to have it completed by December 1, so it will 

appear on your 2017 statement. Contact Jackie DiStefano in 

advance to ensure correct identification of incoming contribu-

tions from various brokerage firms. 

Advent Brunch 

Join the Christian Education Committee at the annual Advent 

Brunch, Sunday, December 3, immediately following the sec-

ond service. Food will be prepared by our favorite cooks from 

Anthony Circle. Crafts will keep the kids busy. Candles for your 

Advent wreaths will be available. All ages welcome! 

Santa in the Sanctuary: Join Saint Nicholas in our Sanctu-

ary Sunday, December 3, during the Advent Brunch. Share 

the historical roots of his servant leadership, take your own 

Christmas Card pictures, and revel in the wonder of God’s 

generosity. Everyone is invited to join us as individual sched-

ules permit. If you have questions, please contact Carrie 

Mitchell at 586-5688x32 or cnm@pittsfordpres.org  HO HO HO!  

Cheers, again, in 2017! Where everybody knows your name…  

Please wear your brand-new name tag on Sunday, December 

3. These will be magnetic and thus easier on your clothes. 

Please note, if you are wearing a PACEMAKER – inform us and 

DO NOT wear the new name tags as the magnets will interfere 

with the device. Our intent is helping one another greet one 

another by name. December 3 is also the Advent Brunch at 

the conclusion of the 10am worship service so having name 

tags will enhance our fellowship after worship. A cheery thank 

you to everyone! 

mailto:cnm@pittsfordpres.org


 

 

Ham Supper on December 17 at 5 pm  

Our Deacons invite you to a sumptuous feast in our Fellowship Hall followed by a Carol Sing 

in the Sanctuary. Tickets will be available after Sunday worship starting December 3. Adults 

are $8 and Children are $3 with a family cap of $20. Tickets can also be purchased during 

the week in the Office. The menu will include ham (with our chef’s signature cranberry 

sauce!), scalloped potatoes, carrots, peas, and an assortment of delicious home-made 

cookies. You won’t want to miss this excellent fellowship event. Spaces go quickly so buy 

your ticket(s) soon! 

African Dinner Fundraiser 

Please mark your calendars for 6 pm on Sunday, November 19. We will be serving a deli-

cious dinner composed of traditional Kenyan dishes. Reservations are free but we will be 

taking a free-will offering with all the proceeds going to the cost of our trips to the In Step 

Orphanage in Kenya. Please come and support us! You can sign up in Fellowship Hall, or 

call Janette Henderson (248-9386), or the church office (586-5688) so we have an idea of 

how many people will be attending. The menu consists of: 

 Salad  Kachumbari 

 Entree Beef stew mchuzi, Chapatis, Piri-piri sauce  

 Vegetables Sukuma wiki (greens), Kunde (black-eyed peas and tomatoes)  

 Dessert  Caramelized plantains with mango ice cream, Chai (sweet tea) 

Kenya? 

Kenya spend 10 days cuddling and feeding babies? 

Kenya read and play with toddlers? 

Kenya assist a dentist with checking children’s teeth? 

Kenya help in a school classroom? 

Kenya dig in the dirt and level ground for a pathway? 

Kenya help design a stone path for wheelchairs? 

These are all possible jobs to be done at the In Step Orphanage in Kenya and we need 

your help.  Two trips are planned this year: 

1.  February 17 to 27, 2018: led by Dan Traina and Dan Harrison to build a pathway and 

perform dental work (2 dentists are part of the team). Cost is around $1500 which includes 

airfare and work permit. Room and board expenses plus the cost of any materials will be 

covered by FPCP. Please note that these dates include break week for most schools if 

teenagers are interested in going with a parent. 

2.  July 2018, a second trip led by Ron Pollock. Building and dental work. 

Share the Joy of Christmas with the Pittsford Food Cupboard’s Reverse Advent Calendar Col-

lection!  

Each day of Advent as we count the days towards Christmas, consider adding a non-

perishable food item to your own Cupboard Contribution Container. Bring the Container to 

church on Christmas Day (or any day before January 7) and our Confirmation Class will de-

liver the bounty to the Pittsford Food Cupboard as a mission outreach experience 

on Sunday, January 7, 2018. The Food Cupboard typically serves over 400 families per 

month so the following items are greatly appreciated! 

boxed pasta (ziti, rotini, etc.), hearty soups, cereal, milk (dried or shelf-stable), juice, jelly and 

canned fruits, canned meats (tuna, chicken), baking mixes, canned vegetables, and pasta 

sauce. 



 

 

Cameron Update  

In November, we will make our first delivery of winter clothing to Cameron’s Clothing House, 

including outerwear and boots.  They would love to have your clean clothing items that are 

in good condition. As always, socks and underwear are much appreciated - used or new, 

any size or type for any age or gender. Hygiene items are always needed also. Bins are in 

the Lobby Room.  Please have your donations in manageable bags or boxes. Thanks, Liz, 

223-3052, for questions 

WEB Club 
The Wednesday Book Club  will meet on December 13 from 2-4 

pm in the church library. All are invited to attend whether you 

have read the book or not. Please contact Nancy Sprenkle at 

381-8990 for further information. 
 

The Birds’ Christmas Carol by Kate Douglas Wiggin 

Carol Bird, a Christmas-born child, who as a young girl is unusually loving and generous, is 

having a positive effect on everyone with whom she comes into contact. The book is a wist-

ful moral tale about a saintly child, but is enlivened by many humorous scenes. Come join 

On Saturday, November 11, Cub Scouts 

from Packs 171 and 341, both sponsored 

by FPC, braved the elements and raked 

leaves from our church yard. The Cub 

Scouts subsequently attended the Veter-

an's Day ceremony; so in addition to 

honoring our veterans they did a good 

deed for us.  

RAIHN 

First Presbyterian Church, along with twelve other host congregations, 

continues to provide an evening meal and a safe place to sleep for 

RAIHN families. Every three years we renew our commitment by signing a 

covenant. We are in process of completing this process for the period of 

January 1, 2018 until December 31, 2020. As a host congregation, we pro-

vide a temporary home for a maximum of 14 homeless guests, adults and 

children, about four times yearly, seven days each time. Volunteers from 

our church as well as from our support congregations (St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran and 

Christ Episcopal Pittsford) provide a meal and hospitality each evening and overnight. 

Our thanks to all the volunteers who participate in this program. There is always room for 

more volunteers. If you are interested in volunteering, contact Barbara Smith 

(barbarabsmith13@gmail.com ). 



 

 

News from the Nursery School 
 

This time of year is so very special for so many reasons. It re-

minds us of what is most important—love for each other. It 

also reminds us of special memories. Downstairs in the pre-

school the children are very busy in the classrooms, prepar-

ing handmade gifts for those they love, preparing for special memories. Beginning De-

cember 16, if you are a First Presbyterian Church member and you have a child preparing 

for preschool, you have first preference from then until December 31 to register your child 

for the upcoming school year. Please come see me in my office in the preschool for a reg-

istration packet, they will be available starting December 1. You can also find one on our 

website. We wish all of you a wonderful holiday season and many blessings in the coming 

year. Thank you for all your support and as always, please come visit! 

       Teresa Zatyko, Director Pittsford Nursery School 

Naomi Circle 

Naomi Circle will celebrate the Christmas season at their annual December holiday lunch-

eon. Date and place to be determined at the November circle meeting. Also, callers will 

contact members with the details.  

Optimists 
 

December 8 at 5:30pm: Bill Smith – Drew Diekmann - Christmas Carols  

As one of our own, we’ve seen him develop from a boy to a man 

and how he has grown in his faith. He will support us in our time of 

Christmas Joy with favorite songs to make for a joyous Christmas Car-

ol sing. His rich roots in music will impress us once again. Maybe the 

whole band will come? 
 

Tickets are $13 and available in Fellowship Hall on two Sundays before the 

event, starting November 26. Please plan ahead as we must give an accu-

rate count to our caterer (Chicken a la King w. puff pastry - please bring 

soup bowls). Bring your own table service and donate a paper product for 

the Pittsford Food Cupboard. All are welcome. 

Knitting Group 

We will meet in Fellowship Hall on Tuesday, November 28, 11am-1:30pm or whenever. Bring 

a salad, sandwich, yogurt. Everyone is welcome. Questions? Kay Saxum 385-9807 

Eve Circle 

Eve Circle will meet Monday, November 27, at 12:30pm in room 200. We will continue our 

discussion of Rising Strong by Brené Brown. Please read chapters 2 and 3 in preparation. 

THANK YOU to Diana Adams!  She made a gorgeous quilted cross, which now hangs in our 

chapel (2nd floor). It honors Christ—in design and color. 



 

 

Upcoming Youth Events—Fall is quickly turning into winter! Make sure you 

know about these upcoming events!! 

SOSO—November 19 & December 3 from 7pm-8:30pm @ Church 

LOGOS—November 29 & December 6 from 4pm-7pm 

Youth Scrooge Party—December 10 from 4pm-6:30pm @ Carrie’s House!! 

Youth LockIn—December 29-30 from 7pm-9am @ Church 

Youth Performances: Dracula—December 7 at 7pm @ Sutherland 

Youth Performances: Sister Act—December 16 at 2pm @ Mendon 

Check out some of our wonderful youth helping pre-
pare and serve food during our last RAIHN Rotation! 

Look at our latest SOSO photo! We had a great 
event filled with pizza, sardines, and music! Our next 
SOSO will be November 19 and we will have a sur-
prise puppy visitor! 

The Youth LockIn has been officially set 
to start on Friday, December 29! We 
will continue to celebrate a wonderful 
break from school and have a great 
time! There will be great food (of both 
the healthy and unhealthy genres), silly 
games, movies, some youth mission 
baking and just an all around great 
time!! BRING YOURSELF!!! BRING 
YOUR FRIENDS!!! Come and have a 
great time celebrating the (almost) start 
of the new year!!! Let Tyler know you’re 
interested so we can prepare for num-
bers! 

December is a great time of the year! 
Snow is around, it’s almost time for a 
break from school and Play/Musical 
season is officially underway! Join the 
youth group as we go to not one, but 
two different performances in Decem-
ber! The first one is Dracula at Pittsford 
Sutherland High School! We will be 
going as a group the night of Thursday, 
December 7 at 7pm. The second one 
is Sister Act at Pittsford Mendon High 
School! We will be going to this one 
on December 16th at 2pm. 

Remember Confirmands!!  
We are going to the Pittsford Food Cup-
board on January 7 during our monthly 
confirmation time to learn about their op-
eration and deliver our church’s food do-
nation! Food will be provided and don't 
forget to dress warmly and come with 
questions!  



 

 

Christ ian 

Education  

Coming up for Kids 

Nov. 29 LOGOS Look Out 

Dec. 6  LOGOS Look Out  

Dec. 13 LOGOS Choirs practice  

Dec. 17 Children sing in worship 

Jan. 3   LOGOS Stand Out 

Upcoming Events 

Men’s Prayer            
Breakfast  

12/3 
7:00 am 

Optimists          12/8 
5:30 pm 

Anthony Circle 12/14 
10:00 am 

Naomi Circle    TBD 
12:30 am 

Eve Circle 11/27 
12:30 pm 

Not so Basic Bible 
Study 

Mondays 
7:30 pm 

Prayer Support 
Group 

Mondays 
11:00 am 

Wednesday Book 
Club 

12/13 
2:00 pm 

Bible Study Weds. 
7:15 pm 

Men’s Ecumenical 
Group 

Thursdays 
7:15 am 

Adult Study Sundays 
9:45 am 

Children’s Advent Calendars 

Again this year we are happy to have available Children’s Ad-
vent Calendars. These calendars lead children through all 24 
days of the Advent season. They will also mirror the large wood-
en calendar that will be used during Worship. 

One calendar will be made for each family with children. Others 
can reserve a copy by contacting Craig in the office. They will 
start to be available the Sunday before Thanksgiving and during 
the Advent Brunch. 

Christmas Pageant Participants needed 

This year we will be presenting the children’s Christmas 
pageant on Christmas eve at the 4:30 service. To prepare, 
children will be practicing on Sunday mornings in Decem-
ber. We are asking children who want to participate to at-
tend at least one practice during Sunday School on 12/3, 
12/10, 12/17 and 12/24. Please let Christian Education 
Committee, Jen Lake, Andrea Wright, or Craig Kunkle know 
of your willingness to participate. There will be Christmas 
carols sung (1st verse only) with congregation and song 
sheets as needed. Participants need to arrive at 3:45pm on 
Xmas Eve for the 4:30pm service. Costumes provided.  

Heifer Shares as Christmas Gifts 

Need a Christmas gift for someone that has it all? Does 

your gift recipient value ending hunger and caring for the 

Earth? Then buying a share of an animal in their name is 

the perfect gift! Shares of any amount may be purchased 

in Fellowship Hall after each service, from No-

vember 19 through December 17. You will re-

ceive a card designed by the children of First 

Presbyterian for you to give recognizing the do-

nation made in their honor.  



 

 

The Rev. Dr. Jeffrey D. Weenink 

Interim Pastor 

Ext. 25 

jeffrey.weenink@pittsfordpres.org 
 

The Rev. Dr. Carrie Mitchell 

Associate Pastor 

Ext. 32 

carrie.mitchell@pittsfordpres.org 

 

Craig Kunkle 

Director of Christian Education  

Ext. 30 

craig.kunkle@pittsfordpres.org 
 

Tyler Logan 

Director of Youth Ministry 

Ext. 31 

tyler@pittsfordpres.org 
 

Britta Konau 

Office & Communications Coord. 

Ext. 21 

britta.konau@pittsfordpres.org   
 

 

 
 

Jackie DiStefano 

Financial Administrator 

Ext. 23 

treasurer@pittsfordpres.org 
 

John O’Flaherty 

Custodian 

Ext. 33 
 

Bill Mullins 

Assist. Custodian 
 

Dr. Bruce Frank 

Organist and Interim Director  

of Music 

bfrank345@gmail.com 
 

Gwen Gassler 

Interim Choir Director 

gwen.gassler@gmail.com 
 

Dede Holmes 

Director of Youth Choirs 

dmh91654@frontiernet.net  
 

Dr. Mary Carlson 

Director of Hand Bell Choir 

mcarlson74@gmail.com 

First Presbyterian Church 

 21 Church Street, Pittsford, NY 14534 

Phone 585 586-5688, Fax # 586-8090 

E-mail connect@pittsfordpres.org 

Web page www.pittsfordpres.org 
 

Worship With Us 

 Please join us for Sunday morning  

worship.   

   Worship Services: 8:30 & 10:00 am 

    Communion is offered on the  

first Sunday of each month. 

Non-Profit Org. 
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