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BECOME THE LIGHT

Epistle lesson 2 Corinthians 4:3-6

3And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing.4In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. 6For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

Introduction to the Gospel Lesson – MARK 9:2-9
We get the expression Mountain top experience from the passage we are about to hear.  In Mark’s Gospel the Transfiguration follows close on the heels of Jesus’s first prediction of his own death, and in rapid sequence two more will follow.  He takes his three best friends on a hiking expedition to the lonely summit of Mount Hermon in northern Galilee.  At the top Jesus has some face time with Moses and Elijah, embodied symbols of divine truth, emblems respectively of the Law and the Prophets, The ultimate summit Conference!

GOSPEL LESSON MARK 9:2-9
And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain apart by themselves; and he was transfigured before them, and his garments became glistening, intensely white, as no fuller on earth could bleach them.  And there appeared to them Eli'jah with Moses; and they were talking to Jesus.  And Peter said to Jesus, "Master, it is well that we are here; let us make three booths, one for you and one for Moses and one for Eli'jah."  For he did not know what to say, for they were exceedingly afraid.  And a cloud overshadowed them, and a voice came out of the cloud, "This is my beloved Son; listen to him."   And suddenly looking around they no longer saw any one with them but Jesus only.  And as they were coming down the mountain, he charged them to tell no one what they had seen, until the Son of man should have risen from the dead. 
Prayer for illumination
Bless the ancient words of Scripture we have heard to our hearing so that their truth might bridge the centuries and find us here, now.  Amen.
Introduction
Have you gotten into the spirit of the Winter Olympics?  You may have learned that the (IOC) International Olympic Committee has launched a new integrated brand campaign, “Become The Light”. It aims to promote the Olympic values of excellence, friendship and respect.  The same values that are promoted in Scouting.  The campaign uses “light” as the symbolic representation of the values espoused. Through a series of public service announcements, the campaign demonstrates how the inspirational achievements of athletes and the Olympic spirit can motivate people around the world to “Become The Light” and act as beacons of positivity.
The host ‘city’ for the Winter Olympics PyeongChang (which means peace and prosperity) in fact, is actually neither a city nor a ski resort, (I’ve been there.) It’s actually a County – like Monroe County in the Gamgwon-do province.  The area is known as “the Mountain Cluster” including three ski resorts and is home to the lion’s share of South Korea’s skiing. 
It is there that we can ascend to watch Mikaela Shiffrin go for back to back gold? And watch Lindsay Vonn garner more hardware?  How about Shaun White soaring his board to the heights  The winter Olympics promise to bring a series of wondrous revelations from the mountain.    
Jesus on the Mountain Top
In our Gospel lesson today Jesus ascends a mountain and was literally transfigured to Become the Light.  It was not any kind of marketing brand campaign for him.  It was a revelation of his true being. Did you know there is a ski resort now where Jesus has this encounter in the passage we have heard? Mount Hermon rises to 9100 feet above sea level and is covered with snow most or all of the year.  In Arabic it is called Jebel el-Sheikh – the “gray-haired mountain,” or we might say “the wise, old mountain.” It is here that Jesus and three of his disciples have a mountaintop experience of mystical proportion. 

Jesus’ Transfiguration is sometimes called an ‘epiphany,’ or ‘theophany’ is another word scholars use to describe a revelation or appearance of God to earthbound human beings.  An epiphany is when God shows up to grant a glimpse of “the enchanting realm beyond.”
   Epiphanies/Theophanies happen all the time when God works through us to Become the Light.
Epiphanies
In 2006, about this time of year (February 15 to be exact) another epiphany happened not far from here, over in Greece I believe.  It was the last four minutes of a basketball game for a young 17  year old named Jason McElwain.  Jason had been the team manager, sitting on the bench in a white shirt and black tie, fetching towels and handing out water bottles.

Since they were up by 20 points, Coach Jim Johnson thought he’d let Jason see some action before he graduated in gratitude for his loyalty.  In those four minutes Jason hit six of seven three-point baskets and scored 20 points.  At first blush there’s nothing significant about that; Kobe Bryant does it with his eyes closed. But Jason McElwain is 5'6" tall, and had never played in a varsity basketball game in his life before those four minutes.  With the 79-43 victory in the books Students in the packed, deafened gymnasium mobbed the floor and carried Jason off the court on their shoulders as if he’d just thrown the ball at the rafters of the Carrier Dome for a NCAA Championship.
Did I mention that Jason McElwain is autistic? He didn’t speak till he was 5 years old and has spent his whole life in special education classes. Now, little kids come to his house to have Jason autograph their basketballs.  President Bush even had Air Force One stop en-route to other stops so he could meet Jason and shake his hand.   Jason’s mother said, “I’ve always thought of autism as the Berlin Wall separating Jason from the rest of the world. Tonight he broke through it.”
 Which is just another way of saying that the thin curtain between this world and the next fluttered aside, and we caught a glimpse of the “the enchanting realm beyond.” Google ‘Jason McElwain’ and watch the video footage of that screaming gym; it’ll make your heart skip a beat.
Epiphanies come in all sizes, from small to large.  There are many who after long years of struggle, unflinching courage, and unbending loyalty to the one, true God catch a glimpse of the enchanting realm beyond.  God comes closest when we think God is furthest away. 

Glimmers of the Enchanting Realm Beyond
I like the way the Biblical scholar Marcus Borg puts it:  "Jesus discloses that at the center of everything is a reality that is in love with us."  There is one who is in love with us and who wills our well-being.  Jesus reveals God as the compassionate God who wants to be close to us; who is the force of the transformation of all of human life.
 The God who created the heavens and earth is willing to come among us and touch us in the place of our deepest need and infuse in us a glimmer of the enchanting realm beyond. 

This means that God is to be found not so much in the remote or the extraordinary, not so much in the exceptional or wondrous, but rather that God can be discerned right here, under our noses, in what is outwardly ordinary. The theologian, Belden Lane put it this way: "The one great practical truth of the incarnation is that the ordinary is no longer at all what it appears. Common things, common actions, common relationships are all granted new definition because the holy has once and for all become ordinary in Jesus Christ."

Conclusion

Now more than ever the world needs light; those who with vision and strength inspire the best in us all – outrunning the shadows, guiding, nurturing bringing warmth to the cold.  Glowing example 

Eternity entered time and space in the person of Jesus Christ. That means that God is not “above” or “beyond,” but that somehow, God has trespassed our space and time and is “down here,” “with us,” “among us,” even “in us.”  His transfigured life has brought us the glowing example --  Wherein we may – somehow, some way … by God’s grace Become The Light. 
Closing Prayer Light of Christ, awaken us to the glory of your presence in our midst. Shine among us in such a way that the darkness without and within may be pushed back, Awaken us to your presence, knit to the ordinary. Make us your luminaries. Amen.
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