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BE AT IT TUDES 

 

LUKE 6:17-26 

Introduction to the text 

In the fourth chapter of Luke’s narrative Jesus unrolled the scroll and read Isaiah’s prophecy 

about being “…anointed … to bring good news to the poor; to proclaim release to the 

captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year 

of the Lord's favor." Jesus then rolled up the scroll and proclaimed:  "Today this scripture has 

been fulfilled in your hearing." (Luke 4:16-21)  

 

As if to live into what is often called "The Nazareth Manifesto”, Jesus sets about casting a 

vision for this community. The Beatitudes are exactly such a vision. (Luke 6 and Matthew 5. 

Matthew’s parallel to the lesson we are about to hear from Luke is known as the Sermon on 

the Mount.  In Luke it is referred to as the Sermon on the Plain.  Some have called it the 

greatest sermon ever preached.  It is difficult to argue otherwise.  Embedded in this 

homiletical beauty with which our Lord began his ministry are what we know as the 

beatitudes. 

Luke puts Jesus right down in the middle of everyone where he could see their “diseases” 

their “unclean spirits” their “unsettled lives” their “neediness.” It is here, standing on level 

ground that Jesus offers a complex message identifying the will and ways of God and 

possibilities for a creative engagement in life amidst the struggles it brings our way. 

  

LUKE 6:17-26 

17: And he came down with them and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his 

disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea and Jerusalem and the seacoast of 

Tyre and Sidon, who came to hear him and to be healed of their diseases;  18: and those 

who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured.  19: And all the crowd sought to touch 

him, for power came forth from him and healed them all.  20: And he lifted up his eyes on his 

disciples, and said: "Blessed are you poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.  21: "Blessed are 

you that hunger now, for you shall be satisfied. "Blessed are you that weep now, for you shall 

laugh.  22: "Blessed are you when men hate you, and when they exclude you and revile you, 
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and cast out your name as evil, on account of the Son of man!  23: Rejoice in that day, and 

leap for joy, for behold, your reward is great in heaven; for so their fathers did to the 

prophets.  24: "But woe to you that are rich, for you have received your consolation.  25: 

"Woe to you that are full now, for you shall hunger. "Woe to you that laugh now, for you shall 

mourn and weep.  26: "Woe to you, when all men speak well of you, for so their fathers did to 

the false prophets. 

 

Prayer for Illumination 

We give thanks, O God of sacred stories, for the witness of holy scripture.  Through it, you 

nurture our imaginations, touch our feelings, increase our awareness, and challenge our 

assumptions.  Bless we pray, our hearing of your word this day.  Speak to each of us; speak to 

all of us; startle us, surprise us, challenge us and change us. 

  

BE AT IT TUDES 

Introduction 

Unsettled 

There was a truck driver making a run through New York City. There was nothing particularly 

unique about the driver or the truck except for one thing – at every traffic light the driver 

would get out of the truck, take a baseball bat and beat on the side of the cargo hold with 

all his might.  Then he would jump back in and drive on to the next light where he would 

repeat this ritual. 

A fellow following him in a car was puzzled by this bizarre behavior and asked him at one 

light why in the world he was beating on the side of his truck. “Look, buddy, I’ve got a two-

ton truck and four tons of Canaries in here.  I gotta keep half of them in the air at all times.” 

Maybe you feel like you are carrying around an extra ton of canaries from time to time and 

everything is unsettled and a lot is up in the air.  I know that, though you may be dressed in 

your Sunday best, hair combed, seated in orderly rows of pews, not all of you are in 

order.  And some of you have come here hoping that some voice might cut through the 

hymns of praise, the high sounding clichés, name your struggle rightly, so your spirit may be 

settled. 

It is important to understand that Jesus was continually surrounded by people whose lives 

were unsettled.  In that spirit, I invite you today to look at yourselves, examining all that is 

unsettled in your lives – to see the prejudices that encircle and embitter you, the distorted 

ambitions that sear the soul, the scratches of jealousy that deprive you from meaningful 

interaction, the obstinate principles that break down community, the fanaticism, bias, 

vengeance, and other inner tortures of the mind, the chips in your character, the nicks in 

your relationships, the cracks in your commitments, the breaks in your promises.  So you too 

may hear what God has to say to you. 

It is on this level ground that Jesus hurls a pastoral word: If you encounter turbulence – you 

are not alone.  If you experience struggles you are in good company.  The faithful are not 

immune from adversity.  In fact, if you have not dealt with difficulty, you do not likely know 

what a level place is. 



The Greek 

The word “Beatitude” literally means "consummate bliss". There is no English word which 

produces an accurate translation for the word Jesus used for this state of being.  The Greek 

word that we translate in this passage as “blessed” or “happy” or “enjoying God’s favor” is 

“makarios.”  It literally means “big,” “great,”  “major,” or “huge.”  It takes people who are 

willing to venture the “big” risk of admitting that they do have needs, which they can’t 

supply themselves, to make these words of Jesus their own. 

The Greek term translated as “poor” in the text “Ptochoi” in its root sense refers not only to 

those who are impoverished.  It is the word for beggar.  It describes someone who is 

receptive. It describes someone who realizes that some of the basic necessities of life must 

be supplied by someone other than himself/herself.  Here Jesus puts the skids on the 

widespread fallacy of our own self-sufficiency and stirs us to a total and complete surrender 

to the ways and the will of God. 

Conclusion 

Jesus is not telling us to go out and become beggars.  He is telling us to be receptive, to 

become the empty vessels He wants to fill.  He is telling us that he enters into our dirty, dusty, 

difficult, and unsettled places and meets us on level ground.  If you hunger, if you weep, if 

you experience the brunt of people reviling or maligning you, if you know the depth of 

despair, if you know the uncertainty of illness, if you know the emptiness of grief… you know 

that level place, that ground zero – where you can best let him in, allow him to gain his 

footing to heal, restore, redeem and renew.  

Today’s gospel does not suggest that the world belongs to saints, to perfect people who 

attempt to do the ethically impossible.  Rather today’s gospel says that the world belongs to 

God, that God is on the side of those who stand and search for level ground that is, if fact – 

higher ground. 

Conclusion 

If you go to the Lincoln Memorial in Washington D.C., you will read the words of wisdom this 

great American President spoke at his second inaugural as the Civil War still raged: 

            “…With malice toward none; with charity for all; with firmness in the right, as God gives 

us to see the right, let us strive on to finish the work we are in; to bind up the nation’s wounds; 

to care for him who shall have borne the battle, and for his widow and his orphan – to do all 

which may achieve and cherish a just, and a lasting peace, among ourselves, and with all 

nations.” 

As Jesus preached at that level place, he was not giving advice on how to run a 

government.  He was teaching us how to ‘get a life’!  He was proclaiming the perfect ethic 

of God’s kingdom… He was defining the 'attitudes' we should be - at.  

  

Prayer: "God of grace, give us the strength to hear your word in such a way that its truth finds 

us where we are, touches us, even stings us with its sharpness. May it comfort us if we need 

comfort, may it discomfort us if we need to be discomforted. 

 


