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COVENANT KEEPERS I      ~ NOAH      

Psalm 25:10-22
10All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness, for those who keep his covenant and his decrees.

11For your name’s sake, O Lord, pardon my guilt, for it is great.

12Who are they that fear the Lord? He will teach them the way that they should choose.

13They will abide in prosperity, and their children shall possess the land.

14The friendship of the Lord is for those who fear him, and he makes his covenant known to them.

15My eyes are ever toward the Lord, for he will pluck my feet out of the net.

16Turn to me and be gracious to me, for I am lonely and afflicted.

17Relieve the troubles of my heart, and bring me out of my distress.

18Consider my affliction and my trouble, and forgive all my sins.

19Consider how many are my foes, and with what violent hatred they hate me.

20O guard my life, and deliver me; do not let me be put to shame, for I take refuge in you.

21May integrity and uprightness preserve me, for I wait for you.

22Redeem Israel, O God, out of all its troubles.

1 Peter 3:13-22
13Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 14But even if you do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, 15but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you;

16yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. 17For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil.

18For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water.

21And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.

Covenant Keepers - I Noah

Genesis 9:8-17

8  Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9  "As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you and your descendants after you, 10  and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. 11  I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth." 12  God said, "This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations:13  I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14  When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 15  I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16  When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth." 17  God said to Noah, "This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth."
Covenant Keepers I Noah

Genesis 9:8-17

Today I begin the first in a series of three sermons intended to explore how we may be covenant keepers.  In this trilogy we will reflect on God’s covenant with Noah, the covenant with Abraham and how Jesus Christ fulfills what the prophet Jeremiah referred to as the New Covenant.

Noah

The Old Testament is full of exhilarating stories of very ordinary people possessed by an extraordinary faith.  The story of Noah and the great flood is one of the best known and best loved stories in the Scripture.

Our imaginations can run wild as we consider the Noah narrative.  Think about what the neighbors thought of landlocked Noah building an Ark of enormous proportions: 300 cubits long, fifty cubits wide, and thirty cubits high.  

I did some research and learned that a cubit is a little short of two feet (the distance from my elbow to my index finger.)

Noah was the brunt of many a joke.  So was Noah’s wife.  I heard about a country preacher reading this story.  Two pages from his Bible had stuck together.  So he read: "Noah's wife was..." and when he turned the page, "7 cubits by 15 cubits..." No one knows who was more stunned, the preacher or congregation.

Some have mistaken Noah's wife for another illustrious woman in history -- Joan of Ark.

Others have gotten carried away with the imagery in this story.  Someone went so far to say: Noah was one of the financial wizards mentioned in the Bible ... He floated his stock, while the rest of the world was in liquidation!

Then there are the riddles:

Q.
Why didn't they play cards on Noah's ark?

A.
Because Noah sat on the deck.

Q.
What kind of lights did Noah use on the ark?

A.
Flood lights.

All of the animals entered the ark in pairs except for the worms; they came in the apples.

You know how the story goes: The rains came.  The waters rose.  There was destruction over all of the earth. 

The story of Noah and the ark is one of the most familiar but least understood in the Bible, says Old Testament scholar Walter Brueggemann. Everybody focuses on the most interesting part of the story—the ark and all those animals, two by two—but that, Brueggeman says, is not the most important part, nor is Noah the main character. God is, and the point is not life inside the ark for forty days but something important and new and stunning going on in the heart of God.  The story, Brueggemann says, is a conventional, typical divine judgment story. God is unhappy with creation. Things have not turned out the way God intended. Human beings have broken all the rules and, instead of living in peace with one another and the creation, have turned out to be nasty, selfish, disobedient, violent, and destructive. God sets out to do what all Near Eastern deities do: smash everything to bits—in this case, flood the whole project.
 


But then there is a dramatic turn of events.  A radical new idea emerges.  God’s heart is warmed.  God is revealed not as an angry tyrant but a concerned parent. God is not an vengeful judge but a grieving parent lamenting a lost child.



Covenant

The story of Noah is most important because it represents the beginning of the concept of a covenant relationship between the Creator and creation.  A covenant can be defined as a bond, or agreement of sacred character entered into voluntarily by two parties by which each contracts to do something for the other.  A covenant can be a bond, oath, pledge, vow, agreement, arrangement, understanding, bargain, pact, treaty, promise... The idea of a covenant between God and the people is fundamental to the theology of the Old and New Testament.  The concept of covenant underlies (and underlines) the qualities of loyalty, steadfastness reliability, trust, and faith. 

We are a covenant people.  As descendants of Noah we share in the benefits of this relationship which God has established.  This covenant with Noah has been largely violated, betrayed – broken.  That is why there is such an acute need to consider ourselves Covenant Keepers.  If we are to consider ourselves Covenant Keepers there are at least three primary lessons we may learn from God’s covenant with Noah.  They are lessons about: rebellion, redemption and responsibility.

Rebellion

Throughout the Old Testament we find example after example of how humanity has rebelled and violated the covenant.  Even at our best, we are not all God created us to be.  None of us utilizes all of our potential, all of our ability, all of our talent in a constructive manner all the days of our life.  We are not the mothers we ought to be, the fathers, the children, the citizens; we are not the church members, or the clergy that God wants us to be. We all fall short of the mark.  Someone in a fit of wit once said: "Why is Noah's ark like the Church? ... If it weren't for the storm without, you couldn't stand the stench within."

Noah himself rebelled.  It turns out that Noah is not all that saintly, as the reference to drunkenness and the suggestion of incest right after the miraculous rescue imply.  But God does not give UP.

Redemption

The story of Noah is most important because it represents the beginning of the concept of a covenant relationship between the Creator and creation.   The story of God's covenant with Noah reminds us that God’s redemptive efforts come to us even in the destructive storms of life, when the flood waters rage and the torrents threaten to overtake.  Storms do not last forever.  Grief subsides and time heals.  Most of our troubles are temporary.  It probably seemed like a lifetime to Noah being cooped up on that ark.  But eventually the waters receded.  And a rainbow appeared in the heavens; a symbol of God's promise to Noah that never again would the waters overwhelm him--or us.  Somewhere over the rainbow is the reminder of God’s redemption.


The Cross before us is yet another symbol of redemption.  It once stood for vengeance, death and destruction; but in Jesus Christ has been converted into a symbol of hope.  Upon it, as the enfleshment of God, Jesus, after living among us faced his own mortality, suffered far more than we can imagine, died our death, and then, on the third day, rose again.  The cross is a symbol of God’s victory over death.  Just like that perfect curve of color stretching clear across the sky that we call a rainbow, the cross is a reminder of God’s everlasting love, redemptive ways, promises fulfilled; God’s covenant kept.
Conclusion

As descendants of Noah we share in the benefits of this relationship which God has established.  Every time you see a rainbow remember that you are a child of the covenant, and therefore called to be a covenant keeper.  And remember our covenant with God is a remedy to our rebellion.  It is a sign of our redemption.  It is our call to responsibility.

� Interpretation: A Bible Commentary for Teaching and Preaching.  “Genesis” by Walter Brueggemann.  ( Atlanta, GA: John Knox Press, 1982.) 77.


� Walter Brueggemann gives this insight, “Israel’s God is fully a person who hurts and celebrates, responds and acts in remarkable freedom.  God is not captive of old resolves.  God is as fresh and new in relation to creation as (God) calls us to (be in relation) with (God.)” p 78. 





In the Noah story, God is not an outsider, God is on the inside.  God is angry, but grieving.  While hurting, God wants to destroy.  But can’t quite finish it.  God finds a righteous man, Noah, and saves him and his family.  God tells Noah to save animals, as well. 


    


After the flood, when Noah and his family live, when the creatures live, God tells them to fill the earth.  God knows that humanity has not changed.  God knows that humans will sin again, that humans will anger and hurt and grieve God’s heart again and again.  





It is God who changes in this story.  God resolves never to do this again.  With that, God breaks the connection between sin and punishment forever.








