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Crisis at Cana 

 
Intro to the text 

 

None of the other Gospel writers saw what happened at Cana as something worth 

recording.  John does, and the first thing we should note is that John does not call this a 

miracle. In fact, John does not call anything a miracle in his Gospel. He calls them signs. This 

is the first of seven “signs” recorded in his Gospel. This sign suggests that God not only has the 

capacity to address our crisis and need, but often is doing so long before we know they 

exist. This morning, I would ask you to once again enter this familiar story and see what we 

might find together. 

 
  

John 2:1-11 

The Wedding at Cana 

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was 

there. Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the wine gave 

out, the mother of Jesus said to him, ‘They have no wine.’ And Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, 

what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come.’ His mother said to the 

servants, ‘Do whatever he tells you.’ Now standing there were six stone water-jars for the 

Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to them, ‘Fill the 

jars with water.’ And they filled them up to the brim. He said to them, ‘Now draw some out, 

and take it to the chief steward.’ So they took it. When the steward tasted the water that 

had become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had 

drawn the water knew), the steward called the bridegroom and said to him, ‘Everyone 

serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. 

But you have kept the good wine until now.’ Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of 

Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him. 

  
 

Prayer for illumination 

 

O God of steadfast love, at the wedding in Cana your Son Jesus turned water into wine, 

delighting all who were there. Transform our hearts by your Spirit, illuminate our minds to 

glimpse a greater awareness of your grace. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

–Now, to begin with, it is important to remember that the event of the Wedding at Cana is 

recorded only in the Gospel of John. More importantly, it is the first public miracle that this 

gospel records. 

 

–Jesus has just been baptized, and called disciples, and now he is attending a very common 

event with them and his mother: a wedding. 

 

–Weddings in those days were multi-day celebrations involving the entire community, and 

wine was very much a part of the celebration. 

 

–When the wine ran out, it signified that the end of the celebration was at hand. 

 

To run out of wine was an embarrassment for the host, bad luck for the bride and groom and 

a disruption to the celebration.  That was the potential Crisis at Cana. 

 

Mary recognizes the gravity of the situation and intervenes to rescue the host from a huge 

social faux pas.  She tells Jesus: “They are out of wine.” 

 

--Now that we know why that would matter, one might ask: “Why does it concern Mary, 

Mother of Jesus?”  –And perhaps even more curiously, what does she think Jesus can do 

about it? 

 

–The crisis at Cana created a rather odd exchange between Jesus and his mother. 

 

– Jesus, in a rather cryptic and curt manner, seems to snarl at his Mother, “What does that 

have to do with you and me? My hour has not yet come.” 

 

Like any good Jewish mother, Mary announces, “this is my boy, do whatever he tells you” … 

 

– Jesus then remedies the situation by having large jars that would normally by used only for 

purification before worship filled with water.  That water is turned into wine. 

 

–The master of ceremonies, dips his ladle and does not come up with some Two-Buck Chuck.  

He sips what seems to be a 20-year-old bordeaux that would have made Robert Mondavi 

swoon.  Crisis averted.  One commentator has suggested: “The water recognized its creator 

and blushed.”[i] 

 

Jesus’ ministry begins, not with a landmark speech or a public healing but in taking direction 

from his mother and helping a family avoid social embarrassment. 

 

 

RUN DRY 

 

The running out of wine is an apt metaphor for what happens in much of life. To say that “the 

wine has run out” is another way of saying that life has gone from good to bad -  This is a 

story about Jesus. It is about the light that Jesus embodies in the darkness. It is a story that 



shows us, right here in the second chapter of this gospel, the good news of who Jesus is, and 

why Jesus has come. The subject is a wedding with wine running out, but the real and 

important message is that God is real, God is present, God is at work, God is there in Jesus, 

and we are not to miss it.  Because when God is present in Jesus, things are different. 

 

Here is a quote from Dr. Martin Luther King, whose life and legacy we celebrate tomorrow:  

“When our days become dreary with low-hovering clouds and our nights become darker 

than a thousand midnights, let us remember that there is a great benign power in the 

universe whose name is God; and God is able to make a way out of no way, and transform 

dark yesterdays into bright tomorrows.” 
 

 

TRANSFORMATION 
 

The message I take from this simple story is that when Jesus is present, miracles take place. 

The common becomes uncommon; the ordinary becomes extraordinary; well water 

transfigures into something greater than a common place Cabernet. When Jesus is present 

in the common, ordinary stuff of our lives they become rich with possibility.  

 

Jesus takes ritual water and turns it into something that does more than satisfy the law.  

Water, the basic necessity of life, is changed into wine--the symbol not just of life, but of 

abundant, joyous, and celebrative life. The Law is transformed through Grace, with color, 

texture, taste and love.  

 

When the water of our lives becomes wine through the touch of Jesus Christ, even the worst 

circumstances life brings will have a richness and depth never known, seen or imagined 

before. 
 

 

CONCLUSION 
 

Biblical commentator Sarah Dylan Breuer writes, “the focus of this bit of John 2…isn't about 

commending marriage any more than it is about commending drunkenness.”[ii] This is a 

metaphor for any moment of shortage, any moment of crisis, any moment of loss, any 

moment of need you may have. What Jesus does is not the point.  This passage is important 

and instructive not because of what happens, that’s just a detour, but because of what it 

reveals. About Jesus. About us. Jesus, does things we don’t expect, things that call us to look 

at life and faith with new eyes. To act in ways that even we find surprising.  That which was 

colorless is now vibrant red. That which had no taste now tingles the tongue. That which had 

no fragrance now has a full bouquet. That which had no life is now fermenting, active, and 

alive.  Christ does not simply refill our glasses. He transforms our lives; turns water into wine. 

Christ is the true vintner and chief steward of our lives. 
 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
 

O Spirit of God, you transform our lives by your mercy and grace.  Your love is like water 

poured upon the desert of our hearts; to flow like new wine that gladdens and warms o 

 

[i] Attributed to the famed romantic poet Lord Byron. 

[ii]http://www.sarahlaughed.net/lectionary/2007/01/second_sunday_a.html 


