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Holy Vortex             

Psalm 29

1Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.

2Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name; worship the Lord in holy splendor.

3The voice of the Lord is over the waters; the God of glory thunders, the Lord, over mighty waters.

4The voice of the Lord is powerful; the voice of the Lord is full of majesty.

5The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars; the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon.

6He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Sirion like a young wild ox.

7The voice of the Lord flashes forth flames of fire.

8The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.

9The voice of the Lord causes the oaks to whirl, and strips the forest bare; and in his temple all say, “Glory!”

10The Lord sits enthroned over the flood; the Lord sits enthroned as king forever.

11May the Lord give strength to his people! May the Lord bless his people with peace!

Mark 1:4-11

4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”  9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him.11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”

Prayer for Illumination
God, in all ages you have offered surprising and gracious provision for your people, quenching our thirst and meeting 
our need.  We thank you that in Jesus Christ you come to refresh and renew us, as cool water refreshes those who are weary.  Jesus offers us divine love as continuous as a spring, flowing with mercy.  Help us, to accept his gift and joyfully tell others that  he is our fountain of joy.  Amen. 

HOLY VORTEX
This past week we all experienced what was labeled a Polar Vortex. 
It was already mind numbingly cold in the U.S.—and then it got even colder. And, as of today we are anticipating a veritable heat wave as temps may get into the single digits.  Niagara Falls have been reconfigured into incredible ice castles.  The big chill has set records and meteorologists have spit out a host of intimidating names for the phenomenon.  As an occupational hazard, I happen to love words – and really like to hone in on them.  One of my favorites for this past week was bombogenesis.  Bombogenesis is a real term that describes a midlatitude cyclone that rapidly intensifies.  It happens when a storm gains strength from an extreme drop in atmospheric pressure. The effect is prompted by what is technically called "explosive cyclogenesis," and occurs when a storm drops by at least 24 millibars (a unit that measures pressure) in 24 hours. (Now you thought the we clergy types were incomprehendable!?)
Bomb cyclones, artic air masses, polar vortexes – Lord’ even Florida’s pan handle had now!
Emily has demonstrated for us and the children in the Mouse Report what a vortex looks like.

A vortex is described as a liquid or gas that spins around an axis, drawing everything toward the center. In weather, a tornado or a waterspout is a type of vortex. The water going down a drain forms a natural vortex.

A vortex carries with it some momentum, energy, and mass. 

· 2013 March 1, Frank Fish, George Lauder, “Not Just Going with the Flow”, American Scientist, volume 101, number 2, page 114: 
An extreme version of vorticity is a vortex. The vortex is a spinning, cyclonic mass of fluid, which can be observed in the rotation of water going down a drain, as well as in smoke rings, tornados and hurricanes.

The noun vortex (figuratively speaking) can refer to anything that involves constant violent or chaotic activity around some center.

It can also refer to anything that draws surrounding things into its current.

That is the image I’d invite us to take away with us as we remember the Baptism of our Lord, reconsider the meaning of our Baptisms, receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion and Ordain and install officers.

Baptism is the vortex that brings us into God’s covenant.  It is our Baptism that we reaffirm in all the actions we undertake today. What if we allowed the same power and purpose of promises that are made for us, that we make, and which we will renew to be unleashed into this world?
Centuries ago in a remote corner of the world during a dark and difficult time in human history, a miracle occurred in Bethlehem.   Palestine bore forth the fruit of prophetic promise.  Calendars were revamped, lives transformed, and countless souls discovered the meaning of new beginnings.  

Jesus fulfilled the hopes of the prophets of old – he was born, lived and breathed among us, suffered as we do, yet without sin.  He endured the cross and broke out of the tomb to overcome the worst that humanity could hurl at him and take away death’s sting.  

Our Baptism in him, draws us to the center of God’s redeeming purpose for all humankind.  It is the Holy Vortex – that disrupts, but also bring order to our lives and beings.  

Conclusion

Your officers gathered for a retreat over this weekend.  We viewed as a group a remarkable movie called wonder, which revealed ways to make the choice between being right and being kind.  Another reminder of how we may be drawn into the vortex of God’s minimum requirement.  We were introduced to a way of conducting a mission study – (one of those requisite for moving forward to the election of a PNC).  It is an appreciative process that will do more than get us one step further along the road of transition.  It will influence our congregational culture – the way we perceive, react, respond and work with each other.  Some may be reeling from the spin of this vortex.  But in all ways – by our Baptism, by our Lord Jesus Christ… We are being drawn to the center.
Closing Prayer…
