
 

 

FROM THE PASTOR’S PEN-CELL 

Martha and I anticipate the arrival of a third grand-child this win-

ter. The end of February is the anticipated arrival time, but this 

good news gives us something to ponder as we come through this 

dark and cold portion at the start of the year. Although I am en-

couraged by the Advent words of the 

prophet Isaiah, especially chapter 9, words 

we just heard sung at the performance of 

Handel’s Messiah: “The people who walk in 

darkness have seen a great light.”  I sup-

pose that before this column ends, we’ll get 

back to these words of hope, but at the mo-

ment we are learning how to be the silent 

grandparents as the potential names for a 

new child are being considered.   
 

Just for fun, I decided to uncover some of the longest, most uncon-

ventional and unexplored Biblical names.   
 

Almondiblathaim: Numbers 33:46-47. An Israeli settlement. bgb’s 

MODERN USAGE recommendation – Insult: The literal translation 

out of the Hebrew is "Place of men who blather about almonds”; 

thus, almondiblathaim could be used to mean people who go on 

and on about something you could give a hoot about.  
 

Merodachbaladan: Isaiah 39:1. Another spelling of Berodachbal-

adan, King of Babylon. bgb’s MODERN USAGE recommendation - 

Medical assistant techspeak: Used to describe the sound a full 

bedpan makes when dropped on someone’s foot. 
 

Tilgathpilneser: Chronicles 1 5:6, 5:20 King of Assyria. This name 

used to show up in Peanuts cartoons.  
 

Zaphnathpaaneah: Genesis 41:45. Joseph's Egyptian name.  
 

Bashanhavothjair: Deuteronomy 3:14. The name Jair son of Manas-

seh gave to the country of Argob.  
 

Chushanrishathaim: Judges 3:8-10. King of Mesopotamia.  
 

Mahershalalhashbaz: Isaiah 8:1, 8:3. The child of Isaiah and "the 

prophetess." No other mention is made of this woman. The child is 

used in Isaiah 8:4 as a measure of time ("For before the child shall 

have knowledge to cry, my father, and my mother, the riches of 

Damascus and the spoil of Samaria shall be taken away before  
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Lectionary for January 
 

Jan. 1—1st Sunday af-

ter Christmas Day 

Isaiah 63:7–9 

Psalm 148 

Hebrews 2:10–18 

Matthew 2:13–23 

Jan. 6—Epiphany of the 

Lord 

Isaiah 60:1–6 

Psalm 72:1–7, 10–14 

Ephesians 3:1–12 

Matthew 2:1–12 

Jan. 8—Baptism of the 

Lord 

Isaiah 42:1–9 

Psalm 29 

Acts 10:34–43 

Matthew 3:13–17 

Jan. 15—2nd Sunday 

after Epiphany 

Isaiah 49:1–7 

Psalm 40:1–11 

1 Corinthians 1:1–9 

John 1:29–42 

Jan. 22—3rd Sunday 

after Epiphany 

Isaiah 9:1–4 

Psalm 27:1, 4–9 

1 Corinthians 1:10–18 

Matthew 4:12–23 

Jan. 29—4th Sunday 

after Epiphany 

Micah 6:1–8 

Psalm 15 

1 Corinthians 1:18–31 

Matthew 5:1–12 



 

 

 

the king of Assyria”)—and is never mentioned again. bgb should try and come up with a 

good MODERN USAGE possibility for this one. 
 

I really don’t know who the female with the longest name in the Bible is, but I do know that 

in the book of Esther, chapter 8, verse 9 we find the longest verse in the Bible: 

Then were the king’s scribes called at that time in the third month, that is, the 

month Sivan, on the three and twentieth  day thereof; and it was written according 

to all that Mordecai commanded unto the Jews, and to the lieutenants, and 

the deputies and rulers of the provinces which are from India unto Ethiopia,  an hun-

dred twenty and seven provinces, unto every province according to the writing 

thereof, and unto every people after their language, and to the Jews according to 

their writing, and according to their language. 
 

So, we don’t know if the new grandchild will be male or female, and we hesitate to specu-

late on names, but we suspect that if tradition has any role, and a male child is God’s gift, 

the name “Gordon” will appear somewhere because that name has appeared to be a 

Boak male custom for quite a few generations. Whatever happens, a new baby is a source 

of light in the middle of the darkness. 
 

That was Isaiah’s prophecy as well—“The people who walked in darkness have seen a 

great light.” During Christmastide and Epiphany, we sense this “light” is the birth of Jesus but 

for those whose days are dreary, it is a message of hope. The text of Isaiah later adds: "those 

who lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined."  
 

In the context of conversion, "darkness" is life without God; "light" is our life with God. We get 

a brighter picture of this when we see the apostle Paul on the road to Damascus. Here was 

a man who'd been actively persecuting Christians but who, on that road was overtaken by 

"light from heaven" that "flashed around him" (Acts 9:3). Although the "light" here sounds like 

literal illumination—one that may have been responsible for Paul's sudden and temporary 

blindness—it was also the opening salvo in a process that led to an inner enlightenment and 

a wholehearted commitment to follow Jesus. 
 

Whatever the case, both the Isaiah text and Paul's Damascus-road experience speak of this 

light as something God turns on. But why does it take so long for that to happen for some of 

us? Perhaps we need to have enough life experience to become aware of the darkness 

before we grasp the need for the light.  
 

I have thought of so many for whom this happened: C. S. Lewis, Mortimer J. Adler, and Peter 

Hitchens. We could go on with more examples, but those are probably enough to point out 

how the darkness of our own struggles creates a place where we can become aware of 

the light of God.  
 

So, what's the point for those of us who are already walking in the light of God? I think it is 

that we are to be reflectors of that light so that others might see it, too. Now that would be 

a noble goal for 2017.   
 

We are hunching that if the baby is a boy “Gordon” will make an appearance and if she is 

a girl, “China” will be a part of the name since Mother, Grandmother and Great-

Grandmother all have “China” as a part of their names and those would be much easier to 

spell than Mahershalalhashbaz.   
 

Bruce  



 

 

STEWARDSHIP REPORT 
As we approach the final days of the Campaign and finalization of the 2017 budget, we 

wish to express gratitude to the families and individuals who have made a financial commit-

ment along with the many expressions of time and talent supporting the ministry and mission 

of our church in the coming year. 
 

We also want to update you on the potential shortfall in the 2017 budget. 
 

As of December 13, we have received commitments of $571,000. However, this is $40,000 

behind where we were last year and $59,000 short of last year’s Stewardship total. To bal-

ance the budget, we traditionally supplement current year giving with distributions from En-

dowed gifts designated to support the programs and facilities of the church. Our withdraw-

als from Endowment Funds are necessarily limited due to prudent invest-

ment and distribution policies to ensure the perpetuity of these gifts. A 

strong response from the congregation in the next few weeks will be re-

quired to maintain our current mission and ministry and provide for com-

pensation adjustments to pastors and staff. 

  

If you intend to support the church with a commitment for 2017, please 

complete a commitment card or go online through the “Giving” button 

on our website which is located at https://www.pittsfordpres.org/. Should 

you have any questions, please contact Cesca Koron, our Financial Ad-

ministrator, at 586-5688 on Tuesdays or Thursdays. Now, more than ever, 

EveryONE counts as we continue to serve Christ through the mission and 

ministry of the church.     Your Generosity Team    

Year-End Giving 

Many members inquire as to their year to date giving as they wish to generously con-

tribute to the church and finalize their tax planning. Please refer to your third quarter 

statement or feel free to contact Cesca Koron, our Financial Administrator, at 586-

5688 on Tuesdays or Thursdays for an update on pledge status or contributions. To be 

considered a 2016 contribution for tax purposes, checks must be received in the 

church office by Tuesday, January 3, 2017 and marked "2016 contribution." 

I want to extend my thanks and gratitude to everyone who helped make the Judicial Proc-

ess Commission Christmas party for mothers and their children a big success. The Naomi 

and Eve Circles gathered bus passes and filled handbags for the mothers—perhaps their 

only gift of the season and much appreciated. The Fellowship Hall looked festive with Betty 

Willert's placemats and Martha Boak's centerpieces, and with set-up/take-down by Bill and 

John. The food was lovingly cooked and served by the Anthony Circle with a shout-out to 

Claudia Williams. Pat Miller's carol playing was perfect and Dick Kievit was a jolly Santa 

Claus with assistance from his #1 elf, Sue. Many thanks to Janette Henderson for her help, 

especially with the children’s presents. Lifetouch donated family portraits and photos of the 

children with Santa. For many of the families, this is their 1st or best photo and a blessing from 

Lifetouch. After the general hub-bub (or organized chaos) of the evening, we all received 

hugs from the moms. We all are truly blessed and I thank you for sharing those blessings with 

the women and children of JPC.       Happy New Year, Lee Fox 



 

 

Confirmands are excited about their January mission trip to the Pitts-

ford Food Cupboard to deliver our congregation’s Reverse Advent 

Calendar food contributions. 

Upcoming Youth Events—Enjoy a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 

with your family and loved ones! 
 

Movies & Sushi—Saturday, January 7, 4:00pm-8:00pm 

Confirmation Mission @ PFC—Sunday, January 8, 11:30am-1:00pm 

SOSO Semester Kickoff—Sunday, January 8, 7:00pm-8:30pm 

SOSO Exam Break—Sunday, January 22, 7:00pm-8:30pm 

Hello All! From all of the Youth here at 

FPC Pittsford we wish you a very Merry 

Christmas! Enjoy the time with your loved 

ones and try not to forget how great our 

lives are when we have each and everyone in 

our lives!! 

We are fast on our way to another JASY year!!!  

Applications are in and planning is very much un-

derway. If you want to know more, be it informa-

tion or involvement, or if you would like to donate 

directly to our Jamaican trip, please do not hesi-

tate to contact Tyler . We would love to have you 

involved in any way!! 

YOU can volunteer for RAIHN! 
Rochester Area Interfaith Hospitality Network (RAIHN) is a not-for-profit, interfaith, cul-

turally-competent organization that assists homeless families to achieve sustainable 

independence by supporting them with tailored services including shelter, food, per-

sonalized case management, and a diverse network of caring volunteers. 

 Pittsford Pres is a host congregation for 5 families/ 15 people, providing an eve-

ning meal, and a safe place to sleep for one week, 4 times per year. St Paul’s Lu-

theran and Christ Church Episcopal are support congregations, helping by providing 

additional volunteers while guests are at our congregation. 

 RAIHN can always use more volunteers! Currently, dinner volunteers are 

needed. Often, a church group will take responsibility for providing and serving a 

meal (for instance, Naomi Circle or even a group of neighbors!) But we need volun-

teers who can take responsibility for each group by helping schedule, organize and 

plan the meal with the group. Other volunteers serve as “hosts” during the 7-9pm 

hours, serve a pizza meal, or do laundry, among other jobs. Everyone is qualified to 

be involved in some way. 

 Thanks to all in our congregation who “share our space” with families who are 

having a housing crisis. And now consider volunteering in a more personal way. Con-

tact Barb Smith for questions or more information and to have your name on an 

email list for RAIHN!  
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Coming up for Kids 
Jan 4: LOGOS -     50’s Sock Hop 

Jan. 11: LOGOS -  Biblical Movie Making 

Jan. 18: LOGOS -  Hawaiian Beach Party 

Jan. 25: LOGOS -  Gavett Tales 

Feb. 1: LOGOS -    Winterfest! 

Feb 5: Heifer Fair 

January is Heifer Fair Preparation Month 

Heifer Season is upon us. Time for children grades Pre-K 

through 5th grade to start creating arts and craft mas-

terpieces. During Sunday school children will learn 

about mission and make items to be sold at the Heifer 

Fair. They will learn that helping a family to own an animal, 

not only feeds the family but helps them become self-

sufficient. The Heifer Fair, a bazaar where you can buy some 

of these goods, will be on February 5 this year.  

4 Year Old Bibles 

On January 29 the church will be presenting Bibles to 4-year-

olds. Please let us know how your 4-year-old’s name should 

appear on the book plate. 

Children in the pre-K room will be practicing the song “Jesus 

Loves Me” in preparation. 

PJs and Plushies in Worship 

On December 25 and January 1 families are invited to wor-

ship together. Several times a year children are invited to stay 

in church to experience all of the worship service with their 

family. These times are typically around holidays. We hope 

that children can learn and experience the love of worship as 

they grow  up. On these days there is no formal Sunday 

school, however, there will be an alternative worship space in 

Fellowship Hall that day if children choose not to stay in the 

Sanctuary. 

Upcoming Events 

Men’s Prayer            
Breakfast  

@ Wahl’s 

1/8 
7:00 am 

Optimists          1/13 
12:30 pm 

Anthony Circle 1/12 
10:00 am 

Naomi Circle    1/16 
12:30 am 

Evening Circle 1/23 
7 pm 

Not so Basic Bible 
Study 

Mondays 
7:30 pm 

Prayer Support Group Mondays 
11:00 am 

Wednesday Book Club 1/11 
2:00 pm 

Lectionary Study Weds. 
7:15 pm 

Men’s Ecumenical 
Group 

Thursdays 
7:15 am 

Adult Study Sundays 
9:45 am 



 

 

Scouts Rake Leaves 
November was a busy time for the Cub and Boy Scout units sponsored by FPC. On 

Saturday, November 12, Boy Scout Troop 171 conducted their annual Rake 'n Run 

where they raked leaves for our older members. On Saturday, November 19, Cub 

Scout Packs 171 and 341, along with Scouts from Boy Scout Troop 171, raked leaves 

from around our Church. Here is a picture from the November 19 leaf raking. 

News from the Nursery School 

Happy 2017! We wish you many blessings in the coming year! 

Here at the preschool we are returning to our normal schedule. 

The children will be visited by the Story Lady who will sing and 

show off her puppets. We may take a trip (depending on the weather!) to the Bird Song 

Trail at Mendon Ponds Park. We will be building an ice sculpture next to the parking lot. 

The 2’s and 4’s will have parent conferences. The staff is preparing for our Open House 

which will be on Sunday, January 8, from 2-4 p.m. Our staff and board members will be 

present to show off the school and answer any questions.  Please spread the word to 

your friends and neighbors about our preschool.  Thank you for your continued support!

Wednesday Book Club—Meeting from 2 pm until 4 pm in the Church Library 

Usually the second Wednesday of each month—January 11: Our Souls at Night by 

Ken Haruf 

We have read many of Ken Haruf's wonderful novels over the years. This one is his last 

and is a very fitting final story. It is set in the familiar Colorado town of Holt. Witness 

the lives of two neighbors who are relative strangers as they find a way to share an 

intimate relationship which tells the story of their separate lives and the meaning of 

belonging. Call Nancy Sprenkle if you plan to attend. 

Optimists January Event—Friday, January 13, 12:30pm - “A Redemptive Buzz”  

A fresh start is like fresh coffee in the morning—you can't get started after a bad 

dream without it. "Nothing comes out of a vacuum. There is a reason for everything 

we think, say, feel, or do—but not an excuse. If someone's behavior baffles us, it's be-

cause we don't have enough information. There is never a moment when God is not 

loving us." Under the direction of Joy Bergfalk, the Greenhouse Café creates new 

jobs for women in transition. Come get a fresh Buzz on life. Get your tickets by Sun-

day, January 8th in the Fellowship Hall. Tickets are $2. Bring your own lunch. 



 

 

    Deacon Events 
 RIT vs. Sacred Heart University Hockey - Saturday, January 7, 2017. 

Cost $12  

 Saturday, January 14 - Euchre/Game Night at 7pm in Fellowship 

Hall. All are welcome to join. 

 Sunday, January 15 - Cooking Club at 5pm in Fellowship Hall. The 

theme is Presidential Inauguration Dinners. We will be preparing dishes that were 

served by Martha Washington, Dolly Madison, Mary Lincoln, and Jackie Kennedy. 

Cost $7 

Please sign up in fellowship hall after service or call Dan Traina at 208-6839 for 

more information. 

Concert in the Sanctuary 

Harold McAulliffe will bring the University of Rochester Choral Extravaganza to our 

sanctuary on Sunday, February 26, 2017 at 3 pm. Come hear collegians singing in 

the U of R Men’s Glee Club, the U of R Chamber Singers, and the U of R Gospel Choir 

as they each perform a section of the program. Harold and the U 

of R have made this an annual event to which both the listeners 

and the students look forward. They love to perform in our sanctu-

ary because of the acoustics and the warm welcome they re-

ceive. The individual groups perform in many venues throughout 

the year, but we are the only ones to honor them with a reception 

following their concert. College students really appreciate the 

kindness and the homemade cookies we offer them. 
 

Church Leadership Development Day 

Saturday, February 11, 8:30 am-1:45 pm at the Perinton Presbyterian Church 

The Presbytery of Genesee Valley presents Church Leadership Development Day for 

new and experienced church leaders! Everyone is invited to come learn, share 

ideas, and become better prepared to serve in their congregations. Participants 

may choose from eight different morning courses, as well as nine "working lunch" 

courses in the afternoon. We've got options for Elders, Deacons, Clerks of Session, 

Treasurers, Trustees, Pastors, CREs, Office Personnel, Christian Educators, Everyone!!  

For more information, see the brochure at http://gvalley.myworshiptimes2.com/wp-

content/uploads/sites/10/2015/12/CLD-Brochure-2017REV.pdf To register, go 

to http://pbygenval.org/cld-registration-form/ Questions? Contact Cheryl Battaglia 

at 585-242 0080  or financialadmin@pbygenval.org.  

Cost is $5 for the morning plus $5 if you'd like a sack lunch. Facility is fully accessible 

and childcare is available with prior registration. Registration deadline is Monday, 

February 6, so register now to be part of this exciting opportunity! 

http://gvalley.myworshiptimes2.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/10/2015/12/CLD-Brochure-2017REV.pdf
http://gvalley.myworshiptimes2.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/10/2015/12/CLD-Brochure-2017REV.pdf
http://pbygenval.org/cld-registration-form/
tel:585-242-0080
mailto:financialadmin@pbygenval.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rev. Bruce G. Boak 

Senior Pastor 

Ext. #25 

bgb@pittsfordpres.org  
 

Tyler Logan 

Director of Youth Ministry 

Ext. #31 

tyler@pittsfordpres.org 
 

Francesca Koron 

Financial Administrator 

Ext. #23 

cesca.koron@pittsfordpres.org 
 

Dr. James Douthit 

Director of Music 

jdouthit@rochester.rr.com 
 

Dede Holmes 

Director of Youth Choirs 

dmh91654@frontiernet.net  
 

John O’Flaherty 

Custodian 

Ext. #33 

 
 

The Rev. Carrie Mitchell 

Associate Pastor 

Ext. #32 

carrie.mitchell@pittsfordpres.org 
 

Craig Kunkle 

Director of Christian Education  

Ext. #30 

craig.kunkle@pittsfordpres.org 
 

Britta Konau 

Office & Communications Coord. 

Ext. #21 

britta.konau@pittsfordpres.org   
 

Dr. Bruce Frank 

Organist 

bfrank345@gmail.com 
 

Dr. Mary Carlson 

Director of Hand Bell Choir 

mcarlson74@gmail.com 
 

Bill Mullins 

Assist. Custodian 

First Presbyterian Church 

 21 Church Street, Pittsford, NY  14534 

Phone 585 586-5688, Fax # 586-8090 

E-mail connect@pittsfordpres.org 

Web page www.pittsfordpres.org 
 

Worship With Us 

 Please join us for Sunday morning  

worship.   

   Worship Services: 8:30 & 10:00AM 

    Communion is offered on the  

first Sunday of each month. 
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