
 

 

FROM THE PASTOR’S PEN-CELL 

Last fall we had a Walmart sign that included a phrase, “Believe in your-

self.” We eventually crossed out “yourself” and replaced it with “God” so 

that the phrase read, “Believe in yourself God.” I’ve started to review the 

books in my personal library. Which ones to keep and which ones to pass 

along and I uncovered an old bookmark that had this written vertically,  

     Commandment #1:  Believe in yourself. 

     Commandment #2:  Get over yourself. 

#2 seems like healthy advice and so I did what I tried to 

do when I finished my Freshman year in college, having 

just read Robert Ardrey’s Territorial Imperative. I opened 

the door in my study on which hangs a mirror and asked 

myself, “Who am I, now?” Years of living have assisted me 

in “getting over myself,” but what attitudes, beliefs, experi-

ences are now reflected at this point in my life. As I stare 

down turning 70 this summer, it seemed like a good thing 

to do.   

 Tennessee Williams said, “There comes a time when 

you look into the mirror and you realize that what you see 

is all that you will ever be. And then you accept it. ... Or 

you stop looking in mirrors.”   

 Mirrors are ubiquitous. Yes, they are in our bathrooms, but then 

there are those rearview mirrors, pocket mirrors, and visor mirrors. It seems 

to me that although wives may use them to apply lipstick, rouge, or mas-

cara when stuck in traffic, men tend to use them similarly with those little 

pocket knives to trim nose hairs or pluck eyebrows.  

 Honestly, mirrors do serve important purposes. Not having a rear-

view mirror or side mirrors mounted on a car is a safety issue. Not check-

ing your appearance before you step out into public could result in an 

embarrassing moment because, had you checked, you would have no-

ticed the spaghetti noodle clinging to your collar. 

 In biblical days, however, mirrors were such imperfect devices 

that in his first letter to the Corinthians, the apostle Paul commented, "For 

now we see in a mirror, dimly ..." (13:12). That wording is from the NRSV, 

the Greek word translated "dimly" -- or "darkly" in the KJV -- is ainigma, 

from which the English word "enigma" is derived. The Disciples' Literal 

New Testament words this verse as, "For now we are seeing through a 

mirror, in an enigma ..." The NRSV, in a footnote, allows that instead of 

"dimly," the Greek could be translated as, "For now we see in a mirror, in 

a riddle." Perhaps it's J.B. Phillips in The New Testament in Modern Eng-

lish who best captures the sense of the Greek when he renders Paul's 

comment as, "At present we are [people] looking at puzzling reflections 

in a mirror." That was my feeling when I looked at my own image in the 

mirror on the back of the office closet door. 
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Lectionary for July and 
August  - Sundays after 

Pentecost 
 

July 2—4th Sunday 

Genesis 22:1–14; Psalm 13  

Romans 6:12–23  

Matthew 10:40–42  
 

July 9—5th Sunday 
Genesis 24:34–38, 42–49, 58–

67; Psalm 45:10–17 or Song 

of Solomon 2:8–13  

Romans 7:15–25a  

Matthew 11:16–19, 25–30  
 

July 16—6th Sunday 

Genesis 25:19–34  

Psalm 119:105–112  

Romans 8:1–11  

Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23  
 

July 23—7th Sunday  

Genesis 28:10–19a  

Psalm 139:1–12, 23–24  

Romans 8:12–25  

Matthew 13:24–30, 36–43  
 

July 30—8th Sunday  

Genesis 29:15–28  

Psalm 105:1–11, 45b or 

Psalm 128; Romans 8:26–39  

Matthew 13:31–33, 44–52  
 

August 6—9th Sunday  

Genesis 32:22–31 

Psalm 17:1–7, 15; Romans 

9:1–5; Matthew 14:13–21  
 

August 13—10th Sunday  

Genesis 37:1–4, 12–28  

Psalm 105:1–6, 16–22, 45b  

Romans 10:5–15  

Matthew 14:22–33  
 

August 20—11th Sunday  

Genesis 45:1–15; Psalm 133  

Romans 11:1–2a, 29–32  

Matthew 15:[10–20] 21–28  
 

August 27—12th Sunday  

Exodus 1:8—2:10; Psalm 124  

Romans 12:1–8; Matthew 

16:13–20  



 

 

You may think that we don't have that problem today, since our mirrors are so much better than the 

primitive ones in the first century. But it's likely you think that only because you've never seen your re-

flection in a True Mirror.  

 The True Mirror is the patented name for a type of mirror that reflects what you truly look like 

to others -- that is, not a reversed or "mirror" image, but an authentic view of yourself. Thus, if you 

place a novel in front of a True Mirror, you'll be able to read the title just as if you were looking direct-

ly at the book; the letters will not be reversed. Likewise, if you hold your right hand in front of the mir-

ror, it will appear as your right hand, not a left hand as it would in a traditional mirror.  

This seeming wonder is accomplished by placing two mirrors at right angles -- an idea that was first 

patented in 1887 -- but which today's inventors have improved by figuring how to make the distract-

ing seam at the mirrors' connection point undetectable. 

 Thus, if you're looking at yourself in a True Mirror, the enigma of the reverse image is removed, 

and you'll see yourself as you really are. This might not sound that revolutionary, since photographs 

and videos also present "forward" images of us, but their static and non-eye-to-eye views tend not 

to carry the same level of impact. While some people are pleased with what they see in a True Mir-

ror and view it as better connecting their intellectual and emotional selves, others don't like it at all. 

One online report about True Mirrors says that what people see reflected causes some people to 

"freak out.”  

 New Testament writers didn't have access to mirrors of the quality we have today, and so in 

Romans 7, Paul defines himself -- his inner self, that is -- as an enigma: "I do not understand my own 

actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate" (v. 15). Still, in the ensuing verses, 

he seems to describe a True Mirror view of himself, and ironically, it's not of one image, but of two. 

One is the man he wants to be -- but isn't; and the other is the man he is -- but doesn't want to be. 

Or, as Faust declared in the old German legend, "Two souls, alas, are dwelling in my breast / And 

one is striving to forsake its brother." 

 If Paul was afflicted with this sort of problem, it shouldn’t surprise us when we feel distressed, 

too. Perhaps Paul is saying that this is what the Christian life is like. As George Hunsinger, the McCord 

Professor of Systematic Theology at Princeton notes, “Paul seems to have lived a "dialectical tension" 

which never gets resolved.” 

 Snow White and the Seven Dwarves is a German fairy tale first published by the Brothers 

Grimm in 1812. If you have read a number of these fairy tales you can see readily why the brothers 

who wrote them were grim. (There was a lot to bowdlerize: Clueless Rapunzel was impregnated by 

her prince. Evil mothers [not stepmothers] in the tales of Snow White and Hansel and Gretel plotted 

to kill the children. . . grim.) It was already a famous tale when the eponymous Disney animated film 

appeared in 1937 and it has been retold, adapted, and revised many, many times, up to and in-

cluding Snow White and the Huntsman (2012). 

 Thus, everyone on the planet is aware of the Evil Queen's frequent consultation with a very 

special mirror, a magic mirror. The queen stands before the mirror and asks, "Mirror, mirror on the 

wall, who is the fairest of them all?" We know the rest of the story.  

 So, what do we Christians see reflected when we look into our mirrors? We see our mistakes, 

missed opportunities, our aging skin, thinning and graying hair, and the imperfections and wrinkles 

that time has brought. We see some of the lines put there by the joy of children, the touch of love 

and the opportunity to serve.   

 I have tacked up Bible verses in conspicuous places to confront me from time to time. I once 

put Psalm 143 on the refrigerator door: “Put a guard upon my mouth, O Lord.” I tried others on the 

refrigerator when that verse didn’t seem to work, “You spread a table before me in the presence of 

my enemies,” Psalm 23:5. “See, I have placed before you an open door that no one can shut.”   

Revelation 3:8. “In vain you rise early and stay up late, toiling for food to eat.” Psalm 127:2. “No 

temptation has overtaken you except what is common to humankind.” 1 Corinthians 10:13.  

 One time I tried putting these verses on the office closet door mirror -  Genesis 1:27 – “So God 

created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them.” 1 Corinthians 15:49 – “Just 

as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we will also bear the image of the man of heav- 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Boy Scouts Activities 

On Saturday, June 3, Boy Scouts from Troops 171 and 341 spread mulch on the Nursery School play-

ground. In addition to the Scouts shown in the picture there was an equally large group of parents, 

reinforcing the old saying "many hands make light work." 

 Church Summer Schedule     June 25 – September 3 

 Sunday Worship: 9:30 am 

 Sunday Adult Bible Study: 8:15 am 

 Office Hours: 9:00 am – 4:00 pm 

 Financial Administrator: Tuesdays + Wednesdays 8:00 am – 4:00 pm 

Music Search Committee 

Following James Douthit’s decision to accept a position in North Carolina, a Search Committee is 

being formed to fill his position. Members of the Committee include Bob Mecredy (chair), Faye Ca-

sey, Dawn Magnuson, Amy Oldfield, Allan Reeve, Sandy Seacat, and Roxanne Skuse. The Commit-

tee will be seeking input from the Congregation as we move through the process. 

en.” They were put there as a reminder that a True Mirror should reflect an image that is Christ him-

self, not a riddle or an enigma, but ourselves as new and continuing creations, works of God in pro-

gress ... and loved! And when we see that reflected more in ourselves, we shall surely see it reflect-

ed in others, too. And as they were put there, I ruminated on e.e. cummings who said, “It takes 

courage to grow up and become who you really are.” 

 In this summer chapter of my life before I take those last things out of this office closet, I will 

take one last look at the mirror there. I will see that my body is not me in and of itself. I hope that 

whenever anyone looks into such a mirror we will see our souls reflected by God’s graceful Spirit. 

Hopefully we will not need to protect our external selves, roles, worth, or status symbols. May we not 

feel compelled to promote them or prove them to anyone. May we even let go of our image of 

being superior in any way: a holy person, more moral than others, smarter, advanced or enlight-

ened in any sense. May we know that whatever has happened to us is mostly God's work and that 

we have merely been the lucky and fortunate recipients. We did not do it; it was done to us and for 

us. May we conclude that we should not have wasted time admiring ourselves but that more hum-

bly we should have spent more time admiring God and God’s gift of a Savior whose likeness we 

hope not so much to be, but to truly reflect.            

             Bruce 
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Dear Family and Friends,  

I thought that since this is my last official Good News as Pastor before retirement, I should 
write a letter to all of you. The plan is for me to lead worship on August 27 and then com-
plete retirement on August 31. I am aware that a service of “transition” will take place on 
September 10 when we have a picnic and some have prayed for warm weather so that Matt 
Wahl’s dunking stool can be employed.   

Thank you for your ministry, your example, your care, your faithfulness, your patience, your 
amazing work, your vision, your support, your mission, your ministry, and your love. 

My most poignant good-bye song comes from Muppets Take Manhattan. The Muppet char-
acters have come to New York to produce Manhattan Melodies. Although a reunion eventu-
ally takes place, their initial entry into Broadway fails and the group separates leaving Ker-
mit alone in Manhattan. 

I’ll attach the lyrics at the end, because they express much about how I feel. “Saying good-
bye, why is it sad? Makes us remember the good times we’ve had. Much more to say, foolish 
to try, it’s time for saying goodbye. I know that you’ll be in our heart. Somehow, I know, 
we’ll meet again. Not sure quite where and I don’t know just when. You’re in my heart so 
until then . . . “ 

Retirement will provide an opportunity for Martha and me to connect a bit more with our 
family.  I will probably do some temporary supply or interim work around upstate New York 
and we will continue to live in Pittsford. We still have many friends here and we don’t plan 
on dismissing friendships, but I won’t be the pastor here any longer and as a congregation 
you will enter a brief journey of transition.   

As I make this change over the months ahead, I ask you to remember this above all else: 
While I am moving along to a new phase of ministry, God is staying put. God has called you 
to be the church, in this place. In the words of God’s spokesman, Jeremiah: “For I know the 
plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to give you hope and a future. Then you will 
call on me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. You will seek me and find me 
when you seek me with all your heart.” (Jeremiah 29:11-13)  
 
Blessings and love to you all, 

 

http://www.pittsfordpres.org


 

 

Saying Goodbye – Muppets Take Manhattan 
 
(At a train station) 
Piggy: Saying goodbye, going away 
Seems like goodbye's such a hard thing to say 
Kermit: Touching our hands, wonder ing why 
Both: It's time for  saying goodbye. 

(On a country road with Scooter on bicycle) 
Scooter: Saying goodbye, why is it sad? 
Makes us remember the good times we've had 
Much more to say, foolish to try 
It's time for saying goodbye. 

(In the back of a truck with Camilla) 
Gonzo: 
Don't want to leave, but we both know 
Sometimes it’s better to go 

(On a Greyhound bus) 
Rowlf: 
Somehow I know, we'll meet again 
Not sure quite where and I don't know just when 

(On the roadside, hitchhiking) 
Floyd: You' re in my hear t, so until then 
Electric Mayhem: It' s time for saying goodbye. 

(In a freight train car) 
Fozzie: 
Somehow I know, we'll meet again 
Not sure quite where and I don't know just when 
You're in my heart so until then 
Wanna smile 
Wanna cry 
Saying goodbye 

All except Kermit & Fozzie: 
La la la la, la la la la 
It's time for saying goodbye 
La la la la, la la la la 
La la la la-la la la. 



 

 

Date Title Details Time Location 

June 28 

Youth 

Summer 

Kickoff 

Glow in the 

Dark Mini Golf 

and Food 

4pm-

7pm 

Market-

place 

Mall 

July 5 

Youth 

Summer 

Shindig 

Harry Potter 

Movie Mara-

thon! 

3pm-

8pm 

Youth 

Room 

July 12 

Youth 

Summer 

Shindig 

Moe's with Sa-

rah! 

5pm-

630pm 

Pittsford 

Square 

July 7-17 JASY 
See you when 

we get back! 
-- -- 

July 21 

Youth 

Summer 

Shindig 

Extreme Game 

Afternoon 

2pm-

5pm 
Church 

July 26 

Youth 

Summer 

Shindig 

Marvel Movie 

Marathon 

3pm-

8pm 

Youth 

Room 

August 2 

Youth 

Summer 

Shindig 

Crazy Cooking 

with Tyler 

4pm-

6pm 

Church 

Kitchen 

August 6-

11 

Camp 

Whitman 

Mission 

Week 

Join us for a 

week of excit-

ing mission 

and fun com-

munity! 

-- 
Camp 

Whitman 

August 

16 

Youth 

Summer 

Shindig 

Mall Scaven-

ger Hunt 

3pm-

6pm 

Victor 

Mall 

August 

21-26 

Vacation 

Bible 

School 

Join us as we 

celebrate God 

through our 

Pets! 

-- Church 

August 

30 

Youth 

Summer 

Shindig 

Final Summer 

Food 

3pm-

5pm 

Apple-

bees 

Pittsford 

Plaza 

Youth Summer Schedule 

Camp Whitman Mission Week 

When: August 6-11 

Where: Camp Whitman 

What:   Join the First Pres Youth as we 

go for a week of fun and loving mission 

work, both in rural county and in the 

city. Come and enjoy togetherness 

through a wonderful Presbyterian com-

munity! 

Cost: $175 

Who: 7th Grade and Up!! 

Contact Tyler ASAP for more info if in-

terested! 

JASY is Almost Here!! 
 

Reminder to everyone that our FPC Youth will 

be off to do God's work July 7-July 16! 

We appreciate all prayers and thoughts that 

you send our way!! 

If you want to see some of what we do during 

that week, make sure you follow the JASY Fa-

cebook Page located 

here:    www.facebook.com/JASYCamp/  

or follow this year's JASY Blog at the following 

link:  jasy.info/blog.html. Both of these will have 

continuous regular updates and we look for-

ward to sharing more once we return!! 

Thanks so much Everyone! 

          --The 2017 JASY Team 

http://www.facebook.com/JASYCamp/
http://jasy.info/blog.html


 

 

Do you take Jesus with you wherever you go? 

Jesus is returning to First Presbyterian and he wants to go with you on your summer adven-

tures, be it around the world or in your own backyard. 

How-to pictures and printable Jesus pages can be found at 

http://www.pittsfordpres.org/takejesus  

Vacation Bible School 

Vacation Bible School this year will be held 8:45-12:00 August 21-

25. We will be inside and outside and learning about God 

through the eyes of our pets.  

Registration forms are online  

www.pittsfordpres.org/vbs or by calling the of-

fice at 585-586-5688. 

Summer Sunday School 

The church begins having one summer service on June 25 at  

9:30. After the Mouse Report children can meet their teacher in 

the Narthex for a group Sunday school. Typically we go outside 

to the picnic table to learn, study, discuss, and play. Children 

can be picked up outside or in the Narthex after worship. 
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Upcoming Events 

Men’s Prayer            

Breakfast  

7/3 

7:00 am 

Prayer Support 

Group 

Mondays 

11:00 am 

Men’s Ecumeni-

cal Group 

Thurs-

days 

7:15 am 

Adult Study Sundays 

8:15 am 

Summer 
Sunday  
School 

Plan on the art show 

Do you sew, paint, draw, do 

pottery, wood working, or work 

in any medium you would like 

to display in the art exhibit? Drop off and set up will be Monday, August 28, 

9am-4pm and Tuesday, August 29, if necessary. On Wednesday, August 30, 

there is an open house for the public and people from the church from 

6:30pm-8:30pm with light refreshments.  

Post card invitations for you to mail out to your friends will be available Sunday June 18. 



 

 

Deacon Events  
 

The Fellowship team of Deacons run several events 

each month that are open to everyone. Some are 

one-time events and others meet every month. Our 

Hiking Club went to Mendon Ponds and did the 2 mile 

birdsong trail. The Wild Wings raptor exhibit was toured 

and we met a spray paint artist, who goes by Mr. Prvrt, 

who had 

just com-

pleted the 

mural (seen 

in the pic-

ture) inside 

a teaching lean-to. Our Cooking Club has just complet-

ed our 4th year. We meet on Sunday nights at 5pm once 

per month in the church kitchen. We pick a country to 

study and make meals from their culture. We also learn 

about their music, dress, drinks, and customs. This year 

we did an American BBQ, Jamaican, French, Breakfast 

(for dinner) and a special presidential inauguration meal 

where all dishes had been served to past presidents. We 

have a monthly Game Night that meets at church to play euchre, rummikub, Settlers of Catan, and 

other board games. One-time events have included a Red Wings Baseball game (under a full 

moon), RIT Hockey, a golf outing, and a Widows Valen-

tine Luncheon (also seen in the picture). Look for many 

more opportunities for fellowship in the Fall!!! 

 

 
It all started one Valentine's Day… 
 

"Days are just days...you either rule the day or the day 

rules you."  This was sage advice given to me by a 

friend who had lost his wife. Three months after Jeff 

died, when my then church invited me to a Valentine's 

Day Luncheon for Widows, I went. It was so wonderful to have something to do on that day! Making 

plans for holidays helps. Thus the first annual Valentine's Day Luncheon for Widows at First Presbyteri-

an began in 2015. About 30 women have enjoyed this event. This past February, after taking regrets 

from both those who were afraid of falling on ice as well as 

those who have gone south for the winter, a spring event 

evolved. Tea for One, Together blessed many of our members 

and their friends. Once again, the Deacons provided quiche, 

soup, salad, and dessert (and iced tea!). Bruce Boak serenad-

ed the ladies with his inspiring piano! These two events are a 

time to enjoy food, fellowship, and friendship for those that be-

long to "the club that no one wants to join." This tangible ex-

pression of love brings joy to all who attend. 



 

 

Eve Circle 

The Evening Circle is changing its name to Eve Circle and will 

meet from12:30 pm to 2:30 pm on the fourth Monday of each 

month, beginning September 25. We will meet in room 200 to dis-

cuss what we want to study in the following year. 

  Come Join the Good News Party 

Once a month we gather to get the church newsletter, The 

Good News, ready to go out to the congregation. This involves 

folding, applying stickers, and sorting — and chatting and catch-

ing up on what is going on in our lives. Let Britta know if you want 

to join the fun. 

Penny Pincher Dates & Info 

Drop-Off Dates: (Please don’t leave items outside.) Monday, October 2: 9:30 am – 5 pm, Tuesday, 

October 3: 9:30 am – 5 pm, Wednesday, October 4: 9:30 am – 3 pm 

Sale Dates: Thursday, October 5: 10 am – 5 pm, Friday, October 6: ½ Price Sale10 am – noon, $2 Bag 

Sale Noon – 1:30 pm. 

Items Needed: Small appliances, antiques, collectibles, books, 

CDs, DVDs, sports equipment, holiday items, dishes, glassware, fur-

niture, jewelry, household, kitchen and craft items, stationery/office 

items, toys, games and puzzles, tools and garden equipment, lin-

ens and electronics. Please be sure that all electrical items are in 

working order and that all computers are complete – flat screens 

only. All donations should be clean and usable.  Please mark sizes 

on sheets, tablecloths, etc. with a tag or tape. This really helps. 

We do not accept: Large exercise equipment, skis, boots, poles, grills or clothing 

Brown paper grocery bags (Wegman’s, Trader Joe’s) may be placed in the container in the Lobby 

Room at any time. Please save plastic bags/handled shopping bags for donation later. 

Sign-up for sale volunteers, women and men, will begin Sunday, September 3,  in Fellowship Hall af-

ter each service. The sale is a great way to meet people who attend “the other service.” 

Help - If you have extra space in a garage, etc. where you could store items for people who are 

moving long before the sale, please let me know. Questions?  Liz  

Outreach Committee 

The outreach committee has been supporting Calvary St. Andrews church in the South Wedge 

neighborhood of Rochester for many years. In fact, they were the largest recipient of funds from our 

church. As time passed, their congregation dwindled until they just recently decided to disband 

their church. The big question now is... What do you do with their historic building that has a thriving 

food cupboard and other local ministries? An Administrative Commission was formed to study this 

question and they came up with an idea to use the building for a community center called ROC 

SALT. The food cupboard will continue to operate in the building. Local community groups can use 

the space as needed. Missionaries in town on furlough can stay there along with short-term work 

groups. A part-time ordained minister will be hired to meet with local residents. There is a clear need 

in this neighborhood for Christians to show love, justice, and mercy and we are trying to find a way 

to support this new inner city ministry. As the church evolves, we as an outreach committee will 

continue to be good stewards with our treasures as we strive to see positive outcomes in peoples’ 

lives. 



 

 

The Rev. Bruce G. Boak 

Senior Pastor 

Ext. #25 

bgb@pittsfordpres.org  
 

Tyler Logan 

Director of Youth Ministry 

Ext. #31 

tyler@pittsfordpres.org 
 

Jackie DiStefano 

Financial Administrator 

Ext. #23 

treasurer@pittsfordpres.org 
 

Dr. James Douthit 

Director of Music 

jdouthit@rochester.rr.com 
 

Dede Holmes 

Director of Youth Choirs 

dmh91654@frontiernet.net  
 

John O’Flaherty 

Custodian 

Ext. #33 
 
 

The Rev. Carrie Mitchell 

Associate Pastor 

Ext. #32 

carrie.mitchell@pittsfordpres.org 
 

Craig Kunkle 

Director of Christian Education  

Ext. #30 

craig.kunkle@pittsfordpres.org 
 

Britta Konau 

Office & Communications Coord. 

Ext. #21 

britta.konau@pittsfordpres.org   
 

Dr. Bruce Frank 

Organist 

bfrank345@gmail.com 
 

Dr. Mary Carlson 

Director of Hand Bell Choir 

mcarlson74@gmail.com 
 

Bill Mullins 

Assist. Custodian 

First Presbyterian Church 

 21 Church Street, Pittsford, NY  14534 

Phone 585 586-5688, Fax # 586-8090 

E-mail connect@pittsfordpres.org 

Web page www.pittsfordpres.org 
 

Worship With Us 

 Please join us for Sunday morning  

worship.   

   Summer Worship Service: 9:30 am 

    Communion is offered on the  

first Sunday of each month. 
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