
 

 

The Good News  
July/August 2018 

 

For the members and friends of the First Presbyterian Church of Pittsford 

 

A WEE WORD FROM DR. WEENINK 
 
 

The View from My Side of the Pew 

Each Sunday morning I experience a powerfully warm feeling as I look out upon the faces of those gath-
ered in worship. I exchange glances with persons who in a rather relatively short period of time I have 
grown to love, admire, and hold in high esteem. I see children snuggle with their moms, others wiggle, 
others contend with their siblings over “writing instrument rights.” I watch greeters and ushers consci-
entiously and caringly encounter members, friends, and guests, welcoming them to worship. 

I hear the church bell toll. I listen as Bruce plays so proficiently our magnificent Taylor and Boody Tan-
nenberg-style organ, and, as our daughters used to say: “Make the pipes sing.” I hear the contribution of 
instrumentalists as they lift our hearts in melody. The sound of our choir makes my spirit soar through 
the gift of song. I harken to the notes carried by Jared with trumpet sound. I observe infants dreamingly 
listen to the sounds of hand-bells, an anthem, or the organ. All of it is so pleasing to the ears. 

I see people who have had to go through great effort, if not hardship, to make it to worship. They do so 
cheerfully because they want to be there. I see couples with arms around each other as they lift their 
hearts in the singing of a hymn. I see radiant beams of sunlight permeating the sanctuary. I witness the 
changing moods reflected from beautiful stained glass windows as the sun traverses its course and the 
light shines through. I glimpse hues of amber, blue, salmon, red and emerald penetrating into our conse-
crated worship space. I like what I see. 

The fragrance of flowers permeates the chancel. I smell the fresh breeze of the spirit blowing among 
God’s people. I handle the bread of life; come into contact with the cup of our salvation; and feel the 
grace of God’s covenant community; see proficient, professional church staff performing their duties 
with excellence and observe how they love their work and love those with whom they work. 

I see a household of faith collectively offering its substance in the form of gifts and tithes. I watch for 
persons with whom this fellowship has walked the dark valley of grieving the loss of ones they love. I 
gaze upon children, youth and adults with whom I’ve engaged in playful interaction. I see youngsters 
with whom I have spent time in play or lively banter during the mouse report. I revel in the exuberance 
of children gathering for worship then setting out for church school. I find encouragement in the crew of 
young adults who take such an active and prominent role in ministry. I survey the faces of guests who I 
do not know but would like to learn more about. I see a household of faith who find a connectedness in 
common faith and service within this courtyard of God’s praise. Yes, I even view a few who doze off into 
the sweetness of slumber! My senses are full! 



 

 

I see well-appointed buildings and grounds that 
have been lovingly cared for by diligent staff and a 
capable cadre of volunteers. I see more than just a 
few individuals who are highly literate Biblically and 
hungry to learn and know more. I see a missional 
congregation moved and motivated by God’s 
call. Here mission matters; theology matters; com-
munity matters; faith matters; church matters! 
 

Everything I see is all so very reassuring and com-
fortable. It is good—it is very good. I sense a certain 
contentment and peace of mind that characterizes 
this church family called First Presbyterian Church 
of Pittsford. When we gather I can breathe deep 
the oxygen of Sabbath rest and say with clarity and 
confidence—it is well with my soul.  
 

Equally reassuring are all the results of our self-
study that has been carefully, thoughtfully, thor-
oughly administered by the Mission Study Task 
Force. It is now complete. All the indicators point to 
a vibrant, vital congregation, alive, well, and at 
work. FPCP has not been stalled or stunted in any 
way during the time of transition. The congregation 
continues to move forward actively, dynamically, 
energetically. Officers, staff, and members are fully 
engaged, anticipating new pastoral leadership but 
not halted in any way in that anticipation. 
 

This all suggests that First Presbyterian Church of 
Pittsford is not merely a congregation of God’s peo-
ple. It is an experience.  
 

As we now find ourselves engulfed in this entry into 
a new era and have entered into new seasons of 
ministry, there are at least five things that come to 
mind in considering what we need to do with our 
FPCP experience. Anything less would shortchange 
it. 
·       We need to share it by inviting friends, co-
 workers, associates, and neighbors. 
·       We need to sacrificially support this vast minis-
 try, cheerfully, joyfully, generously through 
 the offering of self and substance. 
·       We need to continue to find our meaningful 
 place in active engagement and regular par-
 ticipation. 
·       We need to pray for the work and witness that 
 God has entrusted to us—that it may remain 
 faithful to God’s calling, bring Glory to God’s 
 name and keep covenant with God’s design. 
·       We need to nurture, encourage, embolden, 
 cultivate, and reinforce all of the above with 
 all within our fellowship, especially those 
 whom we have not seen of late. 
With warmth and affection in faith – 

     ~Jeffrey  

Lectionary for July and August 

July 1 
6th Sunday after 
Pentecost  
2 Samuel 1:1, 17–27  
Psalm 130  
2 Corinthians 8:7–15  
Mark 5:21–43  

July 8 
7th Sunday after 
Pentecost 
2 Samuel 5:1–5, 9–10  
Psalm 48  
2 Corinthians 12:2–
10  
Mark 6:1–13  

July 22 
9th Sunday after 
Pentecost 
2 Samuel 7:1–14a 
Psalm 89:20–37 
Ephesians 2:11–22 
Mark 6:30–34, 53–56  

July 29 
10th Sunday after 
Pentecost 
2 Samuel 11:1–15 
Psalm 14 Ephesians 
3:14–21 John 6:1–21  

August 5 
11th Sunday after 
Pentecost  
2 Samuel 11:26–12:13a 
Psalm 51:1–12  
Ephesians 4:1–16  
John 6:24–35  

August 12 
12th Sunday after 
Pentecost 
2 Samuel 18:5–9, 15, 31–
33  
Psalm 130  
Ephesians 4:25–5:2  
John 6:35, 41–51  

August 19 
13th Sunday after Pen-
tecost 
1 Kings 2:10–12; 3:3–14 
Psalm 111  
Ephesians 5:15–20  
John 6:51–58  

August 26 
14th Sunday after Pen-
tecost 
1 Kings 8:(1, 6, 10–11) 22–
30, 41–43 Psalm 84 Ephe-
sians 6:10–20 John 6:56–
69  

July 15 
8th Sunday after 
Pentecost 
2 Samuel 6:1–5, 12b–
19  
Psalm 24  
Ephesians 1:3–14 
Mark 6:14–29  



 

 

To all of our musical children, 

Thank you for enriching our worship experience. 
Our LOGOS choirs brought joy with their singing 
and ringing and the Sunday school choir that sang 
for the Children’s service in May really personified 
the psalm about making a joyful noise! 

Be sure and mark September 12 on your calendars 
for the startup of the LOGOS program. Our chil-
dren’s music program is woven into this Wednes-
day afternoon opportunity. 

The choirs include: 

 Wee Kirksingers-K-2nd Vocal choir 

 Celebrate Choir-3rd-6th Vocal choir 

 Chime Choir- 3rd & 4th graders learn basic ring-
ing skills on Hand chimes 

 Junior Kirkringers- 5th & 6th graders learn more 
advanced ringing skills on Hand bells 

I saw this quote on a poster recently and wanted 
to share it:  

“This is why I teach music…not because I expect 
you to major in music, not because I expect you to 
play or sing all of your life, not so you can relax, 
not so you can have fun, but so you will be human, 
so you will recognize beauty, so you will be closer 
to an infinite beyond this world, so you will have 
something to cling to, so you will have more love, 
more gentleness, more compassion, more good, in 
short more LIFE!” 

Have a great summer and thank you for the gift of 
your children. 

Dede Holmes,  Children’s Choir Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cameron Volunteer Opportunities 

Are you a “hands-on” person?  
Like to dig into some local mission work?  
Limited time commitment?  
 

The daily community lunch program at Rochester’s 
Cameron Community Ministries needs you!  
 

No special skills as you will be guided through food 
prep/serving; everything is provided. Please call/
text 585-703-4878 for more info from Cindy Beck-
er/Outreach.  
Work opportunities: Friday, June 22, 10am-2pm 
and Monday, August 20, 10am-2pm. 
Times are flexible. Work one date or several—your 
time and help is greatly appreciated!  

Attention! Knitters, Cross-Stitchers, Quilters 

The Knitting Group has changed its name: Needle 
Nellies! Please join us the last Tuesday of the 
month. No membership. No dues. Just laugh and 
learn. Next meeting is June 26, 11 am to 1:30 pm, 
or whenever, in Fellowship Hall. No meetings in 
July and August. Questions: Kay Saxum 385.9807. 



 

 

Deacon Events 
▪ Cooking Club - Sunday, July 22, at 5pm in Fellow-
ship Hall - Yucatan-themed meal led by our friend 
from Mexico, Caty. Cost is $7 - Join us for a unique 
learning experience about traditional Mayan meals. 
 

Sign up in Fellowship Hall or call Debbie Matrachisia 
at 752-5584 

IRS Regulation 
Those subject to the IRS Required Minimum Distri-
bution (RMD) from retirement accounts can au-
thorize a direct distribution to the church and ex-
clude the distribution from taxable income.  Alt-
hough you do not get a charitable deduction for 
your contribution, the recent increase in the 
Standard Deduction may offset this deduction in 
whole or part. And there may be various benefits 
by lowering taxable income.  Consult your tax ad-
visor to see if this form of giving is beneficial to 
you. 

Upcoming Mission Trips 
Mozambique, Africa - August 13 - 27, 2018 - Help 
build houses and assist at an orphanage - Contact 
Ron Pollock 455-0000 
 

PDA - Houston, TX - October 20 - 27, 2018 - Presby-
terian Disaster Relief Trip to assist with Hurricane 
Harvey rebuilding. We sent a team down to subur-
ban Houston this January and we will be returning in 
the fall. Cost will be around $400. Contact Dan 
Traina 208-6839 
 

Yucatan, Mexico - January 24 - February 2, 2019 - 
Pastor Jeffrey has been leading a team on a con-
struction mission for many years. He will be return-
ing in the winter with other Presbyterian churches 
from Michigan. This summer we will be hosting a 
local teacher named Caty who can tell us about the 
trip. See Jeffrey for more information. 
 

JASY - July 5 - 14, 2019 - Kingston, Jamaica - Join our 
bi-annual trip to run a sports camp for at-risk youth. 
We teach classes in soccer, swimming, arts & crafts 
and Caribbean games. See Tyler for details. 

YES!  There WILL be a Penny Pincher Sale 
this year. 
Set-up October 8-10, Sale October 11 - 12 
 

So mark your calendars and start saving “stuff” for 
us (Sorry, No Clothing!): 
 

Antiques and collectibles, Tools, Furniture, Garden 
equipment, Computers (complete), Sports equip-
ment, Holiday items, Craft supplies, Books, CD’s 
and DVD’s, Home and office supplies, Electronics, 
Dishes and glassware, Toys, puzzles & games, 
Small appliances (working), Linens  

Quilting Retreat  
Calling all Quilters, Sewing Experts, and other sort 
of fabric folk. We are having a quilting retreat 
coming up on Monday and Tuesday, August 6 and 
7, at Church. Bring your sewing machine and set 
up in Fellowship Hall for a multi-church, multi-
country banner quilting seminar. Caty Pech, mis-
sionary from the Yucatan in southern Mexico, will 
work with men and women in 
this cultural exchange. We need excited people to 
help plan and implement this event as we open it 
up to Presbyterian churches in the area. Please 
contact Lynn Cos or the office (585.586.5688) if 
you are interested. 

Music this Summer 
In order that we may continue to praise God with 
beautiful music during the summer worship ser-
vices we need volunteers! If you are interested in 
offering special music (singing/playing) over the 
summer please contact Jared Chase 
at musicdirector@pittsfordpres.org  

Pastor Nominating Committee  Search Pro-
cess 
The Nominating Committee is gearing up to begin 
the process of selecting a slate of nominees to serve 
on the Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC). There 
are packets of information that clearly lay out the 
details of the commitment for anyone who might be 
interested to review the responsibilities of the PNC. 
 

Contact Betsy Wilson at blm7@cornell.edu or 585-
305-6328, or speak with her personally. Thank you! 
 

The Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) has devel-
oped the chart to the right to keep members and 
friends of First Presbyterian Church of Pittsford ap-
prised of our progress during the search process for 
a new Senior Pastor/Head of Staff. This chart should 
not be used to estimate how long the search process 
will take, as some steps will take longer than others. 

mailto:musicdirector@pittsfordpres.org


 

 

              8 INSTALLATION: FPC holds an installation service for the new 

Senior Pastor/Head of Staff. Thanks be to God! 

            7 NOMINATION: Call Congregational Meeting and vote on recom-

mended candidate. Obtain approval from Presbytery of Genesee 

Valley (PGV). 

          6 INTERVIEW + SELECTION: Personally interview top candidates. Confi-

dentially visit top candidates at their churches or other locations 

where they may be preaching. Make reference calls on top candi-

dates. References of final candidates will also be checked by the 

Presbytery Leader. Conduct multiple in-depth conversations and visit 

with finalist(s). Pray and discuss candidates. Confer with Presbytery 

and Committee on Ministry (COM) to extend a call to one candidate. 

        5 REVIEW: Continue to accept Personal Information Forms (PIF) and recom-

mendations. Begin to review additional information on select candidates, 

including attending sermons or reviewing audio/video sermons. Conduct 

telephone interviews of selected candidates. 

      4 SEARCH: The Ministry Information Form (MIF) is posted on the website of the 

General Assembly Church Leadership Connection and advertised. Recom-

mendations are sought from the congregation and external sources and a 

designated email address is set up. Follow-up contacts are made on referrals 

and further networking for recommendations. 

    3 DRAFT CHURCH INFORMATION FORM: Write Ministry Information Form (MIF). This 

document will state the mission of FPC as well as describe the accomplishments of 

the church. The MIF also sets forth the qualifications and characteristics that are 

sought in our next Senior Pastor/Head of Staff. At the end of this step, the MIF will 

be presented to the Session for approval and to the Committee on Ministry 

(COM). 

  2 CONSULT + LEARN: The PNC begins regular meetings. Receive and review report from 

Mission Study Task Force. Review and discuss PCUSA Handbook On Calling a Pastor. 

1 ORGANIZATION: Members of the Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) are nominated by 

the Nominating Committee and elected by the Congregation. Initial meeting with repre-

sentative from the Committee on Ministry (COM) of the Presbytery of Genesee Valley. 

***Mission Study Approved***!!! 
 
The Session approved the Congregational Mission Study Report at its meeting June 18. The Mission 
Study report culminates six months of self-reflection through the Appreciative Inquiry process and the 
Holy Cow Congregational Assessment Tool. The Commission on Ministry for Genesee Valley Presbytery 
has likewise approved the report. There are links to the entire study document on the church’s web-site 
at pittsfordpres.org/transition-status. Hard copies are available in the library, narthex, and chap-
el. Anyone who would like a printed copy will be provided one upon request. Gratitude goes to the Mis-
sion Study Task Force who completed this process in such a diligent and timely fashion. Thanks goes to 
Charlie Francis (chair), Lew Becker, Elizabeth Bishop, Janette Henderson, Addie Ivey, Len Parker, Sandy 
Seacat, Barbara Smith, Daniel Traina, and Virgina Vorhis for their faithful efforts. With the completion of 
this step, the Nominating Committee is now meeting in earnest to compile a slate of nominees for the 
Pastor Nominating Committee and we have moved another step forward in our transitional journey. 



 

 

Summer Youth Schedule—We know you all have busy summer schedules but if you’re 

around remember that we would love to see you for some of our events! Enjoy the nice 
warm months and time with your families! 
 

July 3—Tuesdays with Tyler—3:00-6:00pm at the Church—Join us for some crazy movie marathons! 
July 10—Tuesdays with Tyler—Join us for a movie excursion as we go and see The Incredibles 2! 
July 14—Mini Golf—11:00am-2:00pm at Parkside Whispering Pines—Join us for food and fun! 
July 16-20—VBS—9:00am-12:00pm at church!—Join us for some great VBS time this week! 
July 17—Tuesdays with Tyler—4:00-6:00pm at Chili's—Join us for a delicious special summer dinner! 
July 31—Tuesdays with Tyler—4:00-7:00pm—Join us for a special event with a special church guest! 
August 8—A Wednesday with Tyler—3:00-6:00pm at the Church—Join us for a special mission 
presentation with our special guest continued! 
August 14—Tuesdays with Tyler—3:00-6:00pm at the Church—Come and enjoy a showing of Ant-
man before we see its sequel the next week! 
August 25—Youth Movie Trip—Come and Enjoy a great time at the movies as we go and see Ant-
man and the Wasp, Marvel’s newest movie! 
August 28—Tuesdays with Tyler Mission Day—Join us for some great mission experiences! 

Tyler is now looking for new adults, young or old, who are 
interested in taking part in youth activities! We would love 
to have some new helpers with different experiences and 
memories to share with us! You are not needed at every 
event; we would just love to see you every once in a while, 
whether it is for a mission trip, or just a regular couple of 
our events here at church! Let Tyler know you're interest-
ed! 

Start planning your schedules way ahead of time!! Youth and families, make sure to keep in mind these 
two upcoming trips all the way in Summer of 2019!! There will be much more info coming about both of 
these very soon. We’d love to have you involved, in one or both!     
 JASY 2019—July 5-12     Triennium 2019—July 14-21 

Remember that we have all of these different won-
derful events happening this summer, so make sure 
you plan on coming to at least a couple of them! In 
addition to these there will be other more spontane-
ous events and lunches to come about so keep your 
ears open! Don’t forget that there will also be 
schedules coming out soon with a base plan of 
events for the entire next year, so make sure to 
watch out for this as well! Remember, any thoughts 
and concerns can be sent to Tyler who would love to 
talk to you! You can reach him at tyler 
@pittsfordpres.org 
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Vacation Bible School 

July 16-20  8:45 am-
12:15 pm 

Vacation Bible School slides back to the third week in July. 
After polling parents, Christian Education decided on the 
July dates. You do not need to be a member to attend. 
There is no cost. 

This year we will be learning what it means to be Fools for 
Christ. The program is in a relaxed environment with 
games, arts and crafts, Bible study, and snacks. We will be 
learning about gag jokes, clowning around,  and perfor-
mance for laughs, all in the context of 1 Corinthians 4. Registration is 
online at www.pittsfordpres.org/vbs or by calling the church office at 

Summer Sunday School 

During summer worship services, after the Mouse Report children can 
meet their teacher in the Narthex for a group Sunday school. Typically 
we go outside to the picnic table to learn, study, discuss and play. Chil-
dren can be picked up outside or in the Narthex after worship. 

Plan on the Art Show 

Do you sew, paint, draw, do pottery, wood working, or work in any me-
dium you would like to display in the art exhibit? Drop off and set up 
will be Monday, August 27, 9am-4pm and Tuesday, August 28, if neces-
sary. On Wednesday, August 29, there is an open house for the public 
and people from the church from 6:30pm-8:30pm with light refresh-
ments. Post card invitations for you to mail out to your friends are 
available in the Narthex. 

Summer 
Sunday  
School 

Upcoming Events 

Men’s Prayer            

Breakfast  

7/1 

7:00 am 

Prayer Support 

Group 

Mondays 

11:00 am 

Men’s Ecumenical 

Group 

Thursdays 

7:15 am 

Adult Bible Study Sundays 

8:15 am 



 

 

The Rev. Dr. Jeffrey D. Weenink 

Interim Pastor 

Ext. 25 

jeffrey.weenink@pittsfordpres.org 
 

The Rev. Dr. Carrie Mitchell 

Associate Pastor 

Ext. 32 

carrie.mitchell@pittsfordpres.org 

 

Craig Kunkle 

Director of Christian Education  

Ext. 30 

craig.kunkle@pittsfordpres.org 
 

Tyler Logan 

Director of Youth Ministry 

Ext. 31 

tyler@pittsfordpres.org 
 

Britta Konau 

Office & Communications Coord. 

Ext. 21 

britta.konau@pittsfordpres.org   
 

 

 
 

Jackie DiStefano 

Financial Administrator 

Ext. 23 

treasurer@pittsfordpres.org 
 

John O’Flaherty 

Custodian 

Ext. 33 
 

Bill Mullins 

Assist. Custodian 
 

Dr. Jared Chase 

Director of Music 

musicdirector@pittsfordpres.org 

 

Dr. Bruce Frank 

Organist  

bfrank345@gmail.com 
 

Dede Holmes 

Director of Youth Choirs 

dmh91654@frontiernet.net  
 

Dr. Mary Carlson 

Director of Hand Bell Choir 

mcarlson74@gmail.com 

First Presbyterian Church 

 21 Church Street, Pittsford, NY 14534 

Phone 585 586-5688, Fax 585 586-8090 

E-mail connect@pittsfordpres.org 

Web page www.pittsfordpres.org 
 

Worship With Us 

 Please join us for Sunday morning  

worship.   

   Summer Worship Service: 9:30 am 

    Communion is offered on the  

first Sunday of each month. 
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ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED 

First Presbyterian Church of 
Pittsford is not merely a con-
gregation of God’s people. It is 
an experience.  


