
 

 

FROM THE PASTOR’S PEN-CELL 

Love it or hate it, we live by our calendars. I used 

to have a daily tear-off calendar with pithy say-

ings on it. One June Monday, I ripped off the pre-

vious day from the calendar and that morning 

had a quote from Henry A. Kissinger that said, 

“There cannot be a crisis next week. My schedule 

is already full.” 
 

There was a time when many of us carried them in 

our pockets, briefcases or purses. Paper calendars 

showed us when we had to be where. Then came 

the digital revolution, and many of us traded in our 

leather-bound planners for PDAs, personal digital 

assistants. We learned a new way of writing the al-

phabet so that we could quickly add new appoint-

ments to our Palm Pilots using the stylus.  Then Steve 

Jobs and the people at Apple combined our PDAs, 

phones, and MP3 players into smartphones.  
 

Digital calendars can do things our paper calendars 

never could. They remind us of things we need to do 

based on our time and/or location. "Siri/Cortana/Alexa/Google, remind 

me when it is time to leave for my doctor's appointment." Then, based 

on your location and the traffic, your phone can tell you when it is time 

to leave. 
 

Once we put an appointment into our phones, we never have to look 

at it again. We can simply wait for that little buzz to interrupt us, to re-

mind us of what we need to be doing. Digital, paper, or in our heads, 

our calendars drive our lives.  
 

You probably remember when first-grader Sally asked her mom why her 

Dad brought home a briefcase full of papers every evening. Mom ex-

plained, "It's because Daddy has so much to do he can't finish at the 

office and has to work nights." 
 

"Then, why don't they just put him in a slower group?" Sally asked.  

So, imagine how the very first followers of Jesus must have felt about his 

answer when they asked about what was next. This is the nature of the 

conversation in Acts 1. Basically, Jesus was having a final debriefing be-

fore leaving on a trip—a sort of vertical one. Of course, they had ques-

tions. 
 

"Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?" The 

question makes sense. They had been on an emotional roller coaster 

with Jesus. For three years, they followed him.  They heard him talk  
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Lectionary for June 
 

June 4—Day of Pentecost 

Acts 2:1–21 or Numbers 

11:24–30  

Psalm 104:24–34, 35b  

1 Corinthians 12:3b–13 or 

Acts 2:1–21  

John 20:19–23 or John 

7:37–39  
 

June 11—Trinity Sunday 
Genesis 1:1—2:4a  

Psalm 8  

2 Corinthians 13:11–13 

Matthew 28:16–20  
 

June 18—2nd Sunday af-

ter Pentecost (Proper 6) 

Semicontinuous:  

Genesis 18:1–15 (21:1–7) 

Psalm 116:1–2, 12–19  

Romans 5:1–8  

Matthew 9:35—10:8 (9–

23)  

Complementary:  

Exodus 19:2–8a  

Psalm 100  

Romans 5:1–8  

Matthew 9:35—10:8 (9–

23)  

 

June 25—3rd Sunday af-

ter Pentecost (Proper 7) 

Semicontinuous:  

Genesis 21:8–21  

Psalm 86:1–10, 16–17  

Romans 6:1b–11  

Matthew 10:24–39  

Complementary:  

Jeremiah 20:7–13  

Psalm 69:7–10 [11–15] 16–

18  

Romans 6:1b–11  

Matthew 10:24–39  



 

 

frequently about a special time to come. He started his ministry telling them that the kingdom of 

God, the kingdom of heaven was at hand. They listened as he told stories about banquets, mus-

tard seeds, and treasure buried in a field that he said were ways of describing this new reality to 

come. They were with him when he entered Jerusalem several weeks earlier and saw the crowds, 

at first greeting and cheering. Next stop, the kingdom of God, they must have thought. But of 

course, instead of a coronation, however, there was a crucifixion.   
 

Their hopes were dashed. Then, as quickly as it was over, it was back on. Jesus is alive. Hope is not 

lost. After 40 days of being with a post-resurrection Jesus, he called a special meeting. It had to be 

time for him to announce how the kingdom of God will come on earth as it is in heaven, just as he 

taught them to pray. We can only imagine what went through their minds. 
 

 When the company calls an all-staff meeting during a down economy, everyone wants to 

know, "Are there going to be layoffs?" 
 

 When the person you are dating says, "We need to talk," you want to know, "Are we breaking 

up?" 
 

 When a teenage child enters a room, head down, and says, "Mom? Dad?" our heart rate accel-

erates. We want to know, "Is something wrong?"  
 

The tension that day was palpable. They wanted to pencil the moment in on their calendars. “Is 

this the day?” He provides only tepid assurance and then he was gone. They were left staring at 

the sky and their empty calendars.   
 

Yes, when Memorial Day weekend comes, we know that the summer is about to begin. Trips to the 

lake are put on our calendars and highlighted.  The school year closes. Graduations mark a time 

of transition. We make notes about packing and travel. We make lists of what we will do during our 

free time and where we will go. Suddenly there is no final exam, no deadline, or performance re-

view. But what do we enter on our “faith calendars”? Does this mean that we never get a break 

from ministry or work or worship? Should we pencil in worship wherever we go? We want to know.  
 

Let’s check time management guru, Stephen Covery! He said, “The key is not to prioritize what's on 

your schedule, but to schedule your priorities.” That will make for a different summer.    
 

Maybe you are looking over your summer plans and thinking, “I’ve got to work hard to get all of 

this crammed into the space between the ending of one program year and the beginning of the 

next.” I suggest that we recalibrate a bit and consider what I think Jesus might have implied to his 

disciples, “We must be willing to let go of the life we have planned, so as to have the life that is 

waiting for us.”1  

            Bruce 
 

1 (with thanks to British novelist E. M. Forster who I believe once penned this sentiment) 

New Financial Administrator 
On behalf of the Search Committee we are thrilled to announce that Jacqueline (Jackie) DiStefano 

is joining our staff as Financial Administrator.  Jackie is a Certified Public Accountant (CPA) with over 

34 years in higher education financial leadership, including the last four years as Chief Financial Of-

ficer at St. John Fisher College.  Jackie was looking for a change that would allow her more time for 

family and volunteer activities while keeping her hand in financial work and we all agreed she is a 

perfect match for us.  She will begin work on Friday, May 12, working alongside Cesca while transi-

tioning to a part time schedule.  Please welcome Jackie to our church family.  We are most grateful 

to Cesca for continuing to work with us and providing transition support to Jackie. 

 

Judith Labombarda-Chair Finance Committee        Rob Rhodes-Treasurer 



 

 

IRS Regulation 

Those subject to the IRS Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) from retirement accounts can 

authorize a direct distribution to the church and exclude the distribution from taxable in-

come.  Although you do not get a charitable deduction for your contribution, there may be 

other tax advantages by lowering taxable income.  Consult your tax advisor to see if this 

form of giving is beneficial to you. 

News from the Judicial Process Commission 

The congregation of the 1st Presbyterian Church Pittsford (FPC) will receive an award from 

the Judicial Process Commission (JPC) at their annual luncheon on June 15 for our contin-

ued support of their mission with both treasure and talents.  

 

FPC has been supporting the JPC financially for several decades. FPC member, Ed Johnson, 

has been a JPC volunteer for many years working with their finances. Several years ago, 

FPC, through the Outreach committee, was recruited to be a sponsoring church in order for 

JPC to receive a grant from the Presbytery of Genesee Valley. Shortly thereafter members 

of the FPC congregation were asked to help with the annual New Journey program Xmas 

party and a tradition was embraced. The church is now the host of the party and all of the 

women’s circles participate in all aspects of the event including cooking and serving din-

ner, games for the children, carol singing, and gifts. It is a raucous celebration. 

 

Each October on World Peacemaking Sunday, we have had the privilege of hearing a JPC 

New Journey mentor and mentee speak from the pulpit during the service. FPC member, 

Lee Fox, said, “It is moving and powerful and reminds us all to rise out of our seats and as 

the disciple James wrote, to ‘Be doers of the Word and not merely hearers’.”   Kudos to all. 

Spring Penny Pincher Sale Reminder 
Our Penny Pincher Sale is October 5 & 6. Please put this reminder on your fridge. Let me know if you 

need a magnet. It’s that important! As you clean out, reorganize, or downsize in the next few 

months, please keep this list in mind. 

Wish List: 

Items Wanted: Small working appliances, antiques, collectibles, books, CDs, DVDs, sports equip-

ment, holiday items, dishes, glassware, furniture, jewelry, household, kitchen and craft items, station-

ery/office items, toys, games and puzzles, tools and garden equipment, linens and electronics. 

Please be sure that all electrical items are in working order and that all computers are complete – 

flat screens only. All donations should be clean and usable. Please mark sizes on sheets, tablecloths, 

etc. with a tag or tape. This really helps. 

We do not accept: Large exercise equipment, skis, boots, poles, grills, and clothing. 

Brown paper grocery bags (Wegman’s, Trader Joe’s) may be placed in the box in the Lobby Room 

any time. Clean plastic bags and shopping bags for use at the sale may be donated with your sale 

items in September. 

HELP - If you have extra space in a garage, etc. where you could store items for people who are 

moving long before the sale, please let me know. Questions?   

Liz – 223 3052 



 

 

Upcoming Youth Events  - Summer is fast approaching! Let’s finish the 
year out strong! 

May 17 and 31; June 7, 14 & 21: Wednesday Theme Nights, 5:00pm-7:00pm 

June 4 & 11:  SOSO, 7:00pm-8:30pm 

May 27: Laser Tag, 3:00pm-6:00pm 

June 10: Youth Lunch at Applebees, 12:00pm  

June 25: End of Semester Youth Surprise, 3:00pm-8:00pm  

We are getting closer and 

closer to July for our JASY Trip!  

The Youth would like to ex-

tend a huge thank you to the 

congregation for all of the 

support that they have gotten 

from our fundraisers! Our last 

one completely sold out and 

it was an absolute blast! 

Our confirmands are getting so 

close to being done! We had a 

wonderfully successful banquet last 

week and we were so thrilled to see 

so many smiling faces there! If you 

see some of the confirmands around 

the church, make sure to tell them 

congratulations for a great job well 

done this year! 

We will once again host Push Pins for Kids this 

summer. It should be a lively affair! 



 

 

Christ ian 

Education  

 

Coming up for Kids 

Choir sings in church 

May 14: Musical practice 

starts during and right after 

Sunday school 

June 11: Children’s worship 

Upcoming Events 

Men’s Prayer            
Breakfast  

6/5 
7:00 am 

Optimists          6/9 
5:30 pm 

Anthony Circle 6/8 
10:00 am 

Naomi Circle    6/26 
12:00 pm 

Evening Circle 6/26 
7 pm 

Not so Basic Bible 
study 

Mondays 
7:30 pm 

Prayer Support Group Mondays 
11:00 am 

Lectionary Study Weds. 
7:15 pm 

Men’s Ecumenical 
Group 

Thursdays 
7:15 am 

Adult Study Sundays 
9:45 am 

Our relationship to our pets can give us 

great insight on the meaning of love, care, 

and hope. This year we will be looking at 

our relationship with our pets to think about God. 

Everyone is invited to join us this year for Vacation 

Bible School. Children who are able to use the 

bathroom independently through adults are en-

couraged to register. Please invite your neighbors! 

Vacation Bible School this year will be held the last week of August 21-25 from 8:45 am-

12:00 pm. We will be inside and outside and learning about God . 

Registration forms are online www.pittsfordpres.org/vbs or by calling the office at 585-586-

5688 

Vacation Bible School 
August 21-25 

Teacher Appreciation Brunch 
Sunday, May 21 after the second service 

At First Presbyterian Church of Pittsford we celebrate all the people 

who come together to make Christian education happen for our 

kids. From the Nursery room, Pre-K, Shepherds, teachers, LOGOS 

volunteers, and Youth group leaders. Just for Sunday mornings we 

have a group of 60 people who take 

turns in all capacities. Some of these 

people commit to helping all year while 

others rotate in on a regular basis. We 

thank you all for your dedication and 

conviction to helping our children learn 

grace. 

On May 21 we would like to honor you with a brunch, upstairs in 

room 201, for all the hard work you have done this year. We will be 

having a pasta bar, after church at 11:30 am. Bring your families, 

childcare will be available after we eat, while we hear your reflec-

tions on how the year went.  

Children’s Service June 11 
Coming up on June 11 is the Children's Service. We are hop-

ing to get children who are willing to read prayers and Bible 

passages, share a musical talent, and participate in a pup-

pet show. I also need children who would like to be record-

ed reading parts of the book A bad case of the stripes. 

I know this becomes a busy time for our families. We have 

designed this service so even if your kids cannot be in at-

tendance that day, they can still have a voice during wor-

ship. Please just take the time to let Craig know what is possi-

ble, no matter how big or small that is. 



 

 

Optimists – Friday, June 9, 5:30 pm - Any Sun Beams on Your Mind? 

"You are my sunshine, my only sunshine. You make me happy, when jobs are gray..." Sunshine has 

played a big role in human history. Archimedes writes about a giant mirror that burned the sails of 

ships during the Second Punic War; many have fantasized using sun power for war. Star Trek had the 

Photon Torpedo, of course, and photons give your little baby butt that nice brown tan in Copper-

tone lotion ads—remember? “…I dreamed I held you in my arms, but when I woke... I was mistaken."  

A photon is energy proportional to the radiation frequency but has no mass. Our State and County 

now promise jobs with photons (photonics). We’ll see about those jobs; but first, we should know 

what a photon does that an electron can't. "You’ll never know how much I need you. Please don't 

take my photon away." 

At the June 9 Optimists meeting, Chris Cotton, president of Lumetrics, Inc., a Rochester regional pho-

tonics corporation, will lead us through this new world of "sun beams." So come and let your little 

light shine too! 

There will be a picnic dinner. Tickets are $13 and available in Fellowship Hall on Sundays before the 

event. Please plan ahead as we must give an accurate count to our caterer. Bring your own table 

service and donate a paper product for the Pittsford Food Cupboard. 

Outreach News 

We recently received photographs and hand-written thank you letters 

from Rebecca and Nancy. This year, the Outreach committee voted to 

fund a High School education for these two young women in Uganda. 

The organization we are working with is called “African Girls Can”; a 

501C not-for-profit organization founded by our own Phoebe Aringo 

(Phoebe attended our church and went on mission trips with us while 

living in Pittsford).  
 

Through her organization, bright, motivated teenage girls who cannot 

afford an education are selected to attend St Katherine’s Secondary 

School in Lira, Uganda. It costs only $550/year to send each of them to 

boarding school (that’s just $1.50 a day to give a girl a high school edu-

cation!) and includes their board, meals, books, and uniform. With an 

education, these young women have the ability to improve their lives 

and their communities; and the ripple effects will be felt for generations 

to come. Education not only brings women personal fulfillment, it has tangible social and economic 

benefits: 

Time to Grow Up – an education delays marriage and childbirth, resulting in smaller families. 

Improved Health – educated women experience safer childbirth and reduced infant mortality, low-

er rates of HIV infection, and better nutrition. 

Income Earning Potential – each additional year of secondary school increases a woman’s future 

annual wages by 20%. 

Educated Children and Relatives – women invest 90% of what they earn into opportunities for a bet-

ter future for their families. This is how the cycle of intergenerational poverty is broken. 

The Outreach Committee is committed to supporting Rebecca and Nancy until graduation. To 

learn more please go to Phoebe’s website:  Africangirlscan.org 

Evening Circle 

Evening Circle will meet May 22 in room 200 at 7:00 pm to finish discussion of The Rebirthing of God. 

Our end-of-year dinner will be Tuesday, June 13, at 6:00 pm at Margaret Mecredy’s home. Bring a 

dish to share. Any questions, call Margaret at 381.6430. 



 

 

Deacon Events 

▪ Golf Outing - Monday, June 5, at 5pm at Winding Creek in Farmington - See Ed Oliver to sign up 

747-7932 

▪ Baseball Game - Thursday, June 8, at 7pm - Rochester Red Wings vs. Syracuse Chiefs - Tickets are 

$10 

▪ Game Night - Friday, June 9, at 7pm in Fellowship Hall - All are welcome 

▪ Cooking Club - Sunday, June 11, at 5pm - American BBQ-themed dishes will be served - Cost $7 - 

45 S. Main St., Pittsford 

▪ Dad's & Grads Strawberry Social - Sunday, June 18, after both services. Stop by Fellowship Hall to 

enjoy a treat, meet our grads, and honor all fathers. See Dan Traina to sign up for any events or call 

at 208-6839. 

Naomi Circle Picnic 

Join us on June 26 at noon for our end-of-the-year picnic! Once again, Alice Swetman 

has graciously offered to host us at her home at 397 East St. Please bring a sandwich (cut 

in quarters) to share. Callers will contact members to get a head count. We are request-

ing a SUNNY DAY!!   

Call for A.R.C. Chaperones 

God loves our participation in worship and we can make that possible for our neighbors. Would you like 

to know how? Consider accompanying our A.R.C. neighbors during the 10 a.m. Sunday church ser-

vices or 9:30 a.m. summer services.   

 

Just by being with our friends in worship, we gain the satisfaction of helping others be a part of the body 

of Christ and the invaluable gift of relationship.  Signing up for a week here, there or even a month is as 

easy as going to “Signups” at the bottom of our website www.pittsfordpres.org (the password is pitts-

fordpres), calling Britta in the church office, or contacting Gretchen Bartosch. Gretchen has graciously 

assumed the organizational mantle for this ministry. She can be contacted via email at gbar-

tosc@rochester.rr.com. 

 

Our A.R.C. neighbors have almost perfect attendance! Kathy Motzer and Judy Lewis joined our church in 

March 1993. Annamae Woodward began attending a few years ago. She maintains her Catholic church 

affiliation but likes our church because we are friendly to her.   

 

Tom Bringley used to live next door to the church but moved to an ARC ranch house in Penfield.  Tom 

comes to church in an ARC van with his walker and enjoys attending worship. Judy moved to the Pen-

field ARC a few years ago and sadly is physically unable to worship with us anymore; nonetheless, we 

keep one another in mutual prayer. 

 

The ARC church goers are wonderful. They understand most verbal communication. Because of 

their developmental differences, they need a little help at all times. If an emergency should arise like our 

church fire of May 2004, they would be very frightened and not know what to do. 

 

The volunteer job takes little extra time over what one would spend attending church and staying in Fel-

lowship Hall for coffee. The A.R.C. persons always have coffee and donut holes (or whatever dessert is 

being served).  Judy needs to have her donut holes cut into pieces as she has no teeth. The others, too, 

find it helpful. Judy is encouraged to sip coffee often so that dry donut hole pieces do not stick in her 

throat. Annamae also likes a cup of water. After coffee, ARC persons are escorted across the church’s 

side driveway and through the back door of their home. Tom gets his car ride to and from the Church 

Office driveway door. 

 

Congratulations on participating in this ministry next door, adding to our circle of church friends, and 

helping glorify God with all of God’s children. 

mailto:gbartosc@rochester.rr.com
mailto:gbartosc@rochester.rr.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rev. Bruce G. Boak 

Senior Pastor 

Ext. #25 

bgb@pittsfordpres.org  
 

Tyler Logan 

Director of Youth Ministry 

Ext. #31 

tyler@pittsfordpres.org 
 

Jackie DiStefano 

Financial Administrator 

Ext. #23 

treasurer@pittsfordpres.org 
 

Dr. James Douthit 

Director of Music 

jdouthit@rochester.rr.com 
 

Dede Holmes 

Director of Youth Choirs 

dmh91654@frontiernet.net  
 

John O’Flaherty 

Custodian 

Ext. #33 
 
 

The Rev. Carrie Mitchell 

Associate Pastor 

Ext. #32 

carrie.mitchell@pittsfordpres.org 
 

Craig Kunkle 

Director of Christian Education  

Ext. #30 

craig.kunkle@pittsfordpres.org 
 

Britta Konau 

Office & Communications Coord. 

Ext. #21 

britta.konau@pittsfordpres.org   
 

Dr. Bruce Frank 

Organist 

bfrank345@gmail.com 
 

Dr. Mary Carlson 

Director of Hand Bell Choir 

mcarlson74@gmail.com 
 

Bill Mullins 

Assist. Custodian 

First Presbyterian Church 

 21 Church Street, Pittsford, NY  14534 

Phone 585 586-5688, Fax # 586-8090 

E-mail connect@pittsfordpres.org 

Web page www.pittsfordpres.org 
 

Worship With Us 

 Please join us for Sunday morning  

worship.   

   Worship Services: 8:30 & 10:00AM 

    Communion is offered on the  

first Sunday of each month. 
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