
March 10, 2019 

First Sunday in Lent 

 

First Presbyterian Church 

21 Church Street 

Pittsford, NY 14534  

www.pittsfordpres.org 

(585) 586-5688 

 

Rev. Dr. Jeffrey Weenink 

 

GREAT ENDS OF THE CHURCH I – THE MAINTENANCE OF DIVINE WORSHIP 

WORTH-SHIP 
 

Epistle Lesson 

Hebrews 10:19-25 

19  Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of 

Jesus, 20  by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain (that is, 

through his flesh), 21  and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22  let us 

approach with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an 

evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 23  Let us hold fast to the 

confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has promised is faithful. 24  And let us 

consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, 25  not neglecting to meet 

together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see 

the Day approaching. 

 

GREAT ENDS OF THE CHURCH I – THE MAINTENANCE OF DIVINE WORSHIP 

WORTH-SHIP 

 

Introduction to the text 

Presbyterians have, at least constitutionally, sought to enunciate answers to the “big 

questions” through what are known as ‘The Great Ends of the Church.’  These statements 

were crafted in the early 20th century to guide the vision and mission of the Presbyterian 

Church. For decades the Great Ends of the Church have helped to establish direction in 

mission and ministry. They help guide faithful expressions of the Christian gospel.  They help 

clarify what God calls the church to be and do.  They are a historic listing of ways 

Presbyterians have understood the role of the church.  They have shaped our identity and 

purpose.  One of the ‘great ends’ is the maintenance of divine worship. 

It is typical of the gospels that we find Jesus making the most profound statement about the 

meaning of Christian worship in the course of an apparently casual conversation with a 

woman beside a well.  That tells us right away that for him worship is not just something to be 

http://www.pittsfordpres.org/


debated by theologians or practiced by the unusually devout.  It is central to the life of every 

human being. 

 

John 4:19-26 

19  The woman said to him, "Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 20  Our ancestors worshiped on 

this mountain, but you say that the place where people must worship is in Jerusalem." 21  

Jesus said to her, "Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father 

neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22  You worship what you do not know; we worship 

what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23  But the hour is coming, and is now here, 

when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as 

these to worship him. 24  God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and 

truth." 25  The woman said to him, "I know that Messiah is coming" (who is called Christ). 

"When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us." 26  Jesus said to her, "I am he, the one who 

is speaking to you."  

 

Prayer for illumination 

God of Grace:  you have given us minds to know you, hearts to love you, and voices to sing 

praise.  Fill us with your Spirit, so we may celebrate your glory, and truly worship you; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.     

 

GREAT ENDS – I        THE MAINTENANCE OF DIVINE WORSHIP 

WORTH-SHIP 

John 4:19-26; Hebrews 10:19-25 

Introduction 

During the stormy years of the Protestant Reformation in Europe, discerning a distinguishing 

mark for the church became imperative.  John Calvin proposed a simple test: "Wherever we 

see the word of God purely preached and heard, and the sacraments administered 

according to Christ's institution, there, it is not to be doubted, a church of God exists."1 

 

In times of persecution and in times of ease, Calvin and other Reformers identified the one 

indispensable mark of the church as divine worship.  This Great End of the church insists that 

the gospel to be received, believed, and lived. 

 

II 

All this is a way of saying that worship is the central activity of the church. Other ministries 

flow from it. Through worship we seek and celebrate the presence of God in our midst, a 

presence that makes everything else we do possible. What we do when we gather 

determines who we are when we scatter.  

 

We assemble in this sanctuary to express gratitude to God.  We come to profess our faith 

and confess our sin.  We come to hear the Word of God through the reading, singing and 

                                            
1 John Calvin, Institutes, 4.1.9., p.1023. 



interpreting Scripture.  We come to be still some, and to celebrate some. Sometimes it’s 

awesome, sometimes it’s fun, sometimes it’s comforting, sometimes confronting.  At times in 

our lives worship will be all of these experiences.   Through it all, we make ourselves 

vulnerable to God's Spirit which "quickens people to an awareness of God's grace and claim 

upon their lives," as it says in the "Directory of Worship." 

 

In a lovely and lyrical way, the former Archbishop of Canterbury William Temple wrote:  

"To worship is to quicken the conscience by the holiness of God, to feed the mind with the 

truth of God, to purge the imagination by the beauty of God, to open the heart to the love 

of God, to devote the will to the purpose of God."  

 

III 

I have become absolutely convinced that we find the true source of value and worth in this 

irreplaceable hour.  In the book of Hebrews we find a rationale for worship and a pastoral 

admonishment not to neglect it 

 

It will do us well to remember the roots of the word worship - come from the english "worth - 

ship." (thounds thlike I'm lithsping doethn’t it).  "Worth-ship” meaning to respond in praise and 

devotion to that which is ultimately worthy of praise. 

 

You and I come to worship to receive and then to give, and the climax of it all is when we 

go out after we leave this hallowed place and devote our lives to worth-ship before God, a 

worth-ship which is more than a mere gesture of our intellect, but a genuine pledge of our 

very being. 

 

IV 

There is a creeping corruption in the minds and hearts of many that distorts this worth-ship.  

There is a tendency, now and then, where worship is evaluated largely in terms of what we 

get out of it, as if it were a form of entertainment.  Have you ever left worship and someone 

in your family asks the question, “So, what did you get out of worship?” or “I didn’t get 

anything out of it?” I would ask a different question. More like, what did you bring to worship 

today? We’re not merely religious consumers who evaluate the merits of a sermon or the 

quality of the music or the content of the service. We are participants in worship. It’s not a 

spectator sport. We are not to be a bunch of pew potatoes.  Worship is a Verb And it's an 

active verb at that.  Worship is something we do, not something done to us. 

V 

Weekly worship is not a hallow, obligatory ritual.  It is a vehicle for us to be about the business 

of responding to the fact that we have received God's definitive act of consummate grace 

in Christ Jesus.  It is through worship that we turn to the center of life for order and decency.   

     -It is the centering moment which unites us to the source of life from whom we have 

become estranged.   

     -It is the centering moment in which we are embraced by the love of God and thereby 

liberated to love God, ourselves, our neighbors, and the world.   

     -It is the centering moment that enables us to begin our life again the right way, and with 

the right end to guide us.   



 

The author and publisher Norman Cousins once wrote: "We need to liberate ourselves from 

earth's gravity and have a direct encounter with the universe." We are united with the power 

of life that binds, heals, strengthens, encourages, inspires, uplifts, renews, restores. 

 

We don’t baptize, break Eucharistic bread, read Scripture in order to beg God to show up.  

No, we gather to delight in what God has done and is doing in, among and around us.  

Worship is a dance with God in human community. (Remember who always leads.) The form 

and the ritual are laid out on a piece of paper, but it takes all of us coming together in this 

place in order for the words to become flesh and live. I always attempt to know what to 

expect, but I never know what is actually going to happen! My ardent prayer always is that 

God will make something happen that isn’t in the bulletin.  When we give ourselves to God's 

purpose in worship, there is no telling how far this action will go after we leave this hallowed 

place and devote our lives to worth-ship before God. 

 

Conclusion 

As we have entered into the days of Lent, we find the spiritual food to sustain us in this great 

end of the church – Worth-ship. 

 

Closing Prayer 

We thank you, most gracious God for this time of worship and prayerful meditation, for this 

place of spiritual encounter and renewed dedication. Expose us again, once more, dear 

Lord, to the plan, power, and purpose of faithful living through Jesus Christ, that we will be 

joined together in his Spirit of sacrifice and service in this time of song and celebration.   

Amen 

 


