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GREAT ENDS OF THE CHURCH II – PROCLAMATION 
 

Isaiah 40:7-11 

Romans 10:1- 4; 8-9 

1JOHN 1:1-7 

 

Introduction to texts 

Isaiah 40:7-11 

7        The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; surely 

the people are grass.  8  The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will 

stand forever.  9  Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your 

voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities 

of Judah, "Here is your God!"  10  See, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for 

him; his reward Is with him, and his recompense before him.  11  He will feed his flock like a 

shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead 

the mother sheep.  

Isaiah 55:10-13 

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there until they 

have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and 

bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to 

me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I 

sent it.  For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills 

before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.  Instead of 

the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall 

be to the LORD for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.  

Romans 10:1- 4; 8-9 

10:1  Brothers and sisters, my heart's desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be 

saved. 2  I can testify that they have a zeal for God, but it is not enlightened. 3  For, being 

ignorant of the righteousness that comes from God, and seeking to establish their own, they 

have not submitted to God's righteousness. 4 For Christ is the end of the law so that there 

may be righteousness for everyone who believes. 8 But what does it say? "The word is near 

you, on your lips and in your heart" (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9 because if 
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you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him 

from the dead, you will be saved. 

14 But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to 

believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone 

to proclaim him?  15 And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, 

"How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!" 

1JOHN 1:1-7 

1 John 1:1  We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we 

have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning 

the word of life-- 2  this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare 

to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us-- 3  we declare to you 

what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our 

fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4  We are writing these things so 

that our joy may be complete.  5  This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim 

to you, that God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. 6  If we say that we have 

fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; 7  but 

if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and 

the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 

God of Courage, be in our speaking. Be also in our listening, and speak to our souls’ deep 

understanding. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 

 

GREAT ENDS II  PROCLAMATION 

KERYGMA 

            An Englishman went abroad leaving his much loved dog and domestic servant 

home.  While away, the man received a message from the servant.  This was before the time 

of instant messaging, email, texts etc.  The message read: “Your dog died.”  The man was 

most distraught both at the news of his dog’s demise, but also the abrupt manner in which it 

was sent.  Upon returning home he admonished the servant for not breaking the news to him 

more gently.  Confused, the servant asked his master how such delicate news could have 

been delivered more gently.  The Englishman said: “first you could have sent a message 

saying, ‘Your dog is stuck on the roof.’  This could be followed the next day with the 

message, “Your dog fell from the roof and is doing poorly.”  Later, a third could be sent to 

say: “Your beloved dog has gone to his eternal reward.” 

            Some time later, the man went away again.  While away, he received a message 

from his servant.  It read: “Your mother is stuck on the roof.”  There is no such beating around 

the bush with the New Testament passages we have heard today.  These passages, 

reflective of the early church, flash with Kerygmatic zeal. 

            Kerygma, a Greek word, means a proclamation made by a herald.  The word 

Kerygma describes the proclamation of the early church about Jesus Christ.   Kerygma is the 

plain, straightforward statement of contents and facts about the Christian faith.  Kerygma is 

the “message” or “teaching” or “gospel”.  Kerygma does not so much argue, defend and 

justify as it does proclaim the Christian message.  It articulates the faith.  It enunciates the 

good news.  I The cognate verb, keryssein, is the one used in the  New Testament to express 

the meaning “preach”.   



            A couple of things have been said about preachers: (well more than a couple) 

            One, they are incomprehendable on Sunday and invisible during the rest of the week; 

and, 

             Two, “some speak because they have something to say while others speak because 

they have to say something…” 

The fact of the matter, Preaching is for the sole purpose of proclaiming the gospel of Jesus 

Christ.  Proclaiming God’s word means announcing, declaring, emphatically making clear 

God’s redemptive grace through Jesus Christ. 

            Since the gospel is the good news of Jesus Christ, any community of Christ’s people 

should share that news with those who have not heard it or who have not yet believed it.  

Proclamation has been, is, and must be a primary and persistent goal for not only preachers, 

but the entire faith community.  P.T. Forsythe in his excellent book, Positive Preaching and the 

Modern Mind :  “The one great preacher in history, I would contend, is the Church.” 

            The great end of proclaiming the gospel for the salvation of humankind is understood 

in different ways throughout the church.  Some see this as troubling evidence of the church’s 

confusion about the faith, a symptom of deep ecclesial disease that must be treated with 

strong doses of biblical and theological truth.  Others view this diversity as a sign of a healthy 

church, an inclusive community that encompasses a wide variety of mutually enriching 

modes of faith and life.  Not only do we have different views about what the proclamation 

of the gospel for the salvation of humankind should look like, we do not agree about 

whether our disagreements are faithful or faithless!  Regardless, “The unfettered word” of 

God has brought us here.  The unbound, untied, unlimited grace of God has created us in 

this time and place to keep speaking the word of life to a world in love with death.  The 

great theologian Martin Luther said it best: “Faith is an acoustical affair.”  Passing on the 

word of Jesus Christ is Proclamation.  

            Christian faith is not merely remembering a Jesus from long ago and far away, and 

trying to follow an ancient example.  Christian faith is not merely hoping for a future with God 

beyond this life.  Christian faith is the good news of salvation here and now.  Therefore, the 

call to proclaim the gospel for the salvation of humankind is the obligation to order the 

church’s speech and action so that God’s way is proclaimed in the world, inviting all people 

to know and believe the Way, the Truth, and the Life. 

            We live in a culture where the gospel is less and less known, where fewer and fewer 

believe the good news.  How will humankind believe?  How will our neighbors believe?  How 

will our children believe?  The church no longer has the luxury of living a comfortable life of 

cultural privilege, content to provide community activities for a “Christian nation.”  The 

church is one generation away from extinction. 

            The world does not need the church to tell it what it already knows.  The world needs 

the church to proclaim precisely what it does not know: that “God so loved the world that 

God gave the only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him may not perish but may have 

eternal life.”  Kerygma!  Proclamation!  That is another “great end of the church;” to tell the 

story, to share the good news. 

St. Francis of Assisi, founder of the Franciscan Order is said to have said, "Preach the gospel 

at all times; when necessary, use words."  However, the saint’s actual words were far more 

nuanced: “It is no use walking anywhere to preach unless our walking is our preaching.” 



 

The point is: walk the walk, talk the talk – proclaim the good news in you waking, in your 

sleeping, in your living, breathing, doing and being. 

 

Prayer 

Almighty God, in you are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. Open our eyes 

that we may see the wonders of your Word; and give us grace that we may clearly 

understand and freely choose the way of your wisdom; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 


