
November 25, 2018 

Christ the King 

 

First Presbyterian Church 

21 Church Street 

Pittsford, NY 14534  

www.pittsfordpres.org 

(585) 586-5688 

 

The Rev. Dr. Jeffrey Weenink 

 

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JAMES – IV  ~ STASIS 

 

Psalm 89:1-18 

1 I will sing of your steadfast love, O Lord,* for ever; 

   with my mouth I will proclaim your faithfulness to all generations.  
2 I declare that your steadfast love is established for ever; 

   your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens.  

3 You said, ‘I have made a covenant with my chosen one, 

   I have sworn to my servant David:  
4 “I will establish your descendants for ever, 

   and build your throne for all generations.” ’ 
5 Let the heavens praise your wonders, O Lord, 

   your faithfulness in the assembly of the holy ones.  
6 For who in the skies can be compared to the Lord? 

   Who among the heavenly beings is like the Lord,  
7 a God feared in the council of the holy ones, 

   great and awesome* above all that are around him?  
8 O Lord God of hosts, 

   who is as mighty as you, O Lord? 

   Your faithfulness surrounds you.  
9 You rule the raging of the sea; 

   when its waves rise, you still them.  
10 You crushed Rahab like a carcass; 

   you scattered your enemies with your mighty arm.  
11 The heavens are yours, the earth also is yours; 

   the world and all that is in it—you have founded them.  
12 The north and the south*—you created them; 

   Tabor and Hermon joyously praise your name.  
13 You have a mighty arm; 

   strong is your hand, high your right hand.  
14 Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne; 

   steadfast love and faithfulness go before you.  
15 Happy are the people who know the festal shout, 
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   who walk, O Lord, in the light of your countenance;  
16 they exult in your name all day long, 

   and extol* your righteousness.  
17 For you are the glory of their strength; 

   by your favour our horn is exalted.  
18 For our shield belongs to the Lord, 

   our king to the Holy One of Israel.  

  

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JAMES – IV  ~ STASIS 

  

The Letter of James has not always been loved in the church, due to its lack of grand 

theological ideas.  Nevertheless James was a keen observer of human nature, and paid 

attention to the details of everyday life. He noticed generous acts and small gifts, words used 

and deeds done. James knew that such acts are the nuts and bolts of everyday life, and 

provide the scaffold on which we build order, civility, and community.  As we conclude this 

four part sermon series intended to help us understand how James understands the 

application of the Gospel, be attentive to these selections for this Epistle. 

  

James 1:19-21 

19] Know this, my beloved brethren. Let every man be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to 

anger, [20] for the anger of man does not work the righteousness of God. [21] Therefore put 

away all filthiness and rank growth of wickedness and receive with meekness the implanted 

word, which is able to save your souls. 

  

4:1-3 

[1] What causes wars, and what causes fightings among you? Is it not your passions that are 

at war in your members?  [2] You desire and do not have; so you kill. And you covet and 

cannot obtain; so you fight and wage war. You do not have, because you do not ask. [3] 

You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions. 

  

4:11-12 

[11] Do not speak evil against one another, brethren. He that speaks evil against a brother or 

judges his brother, speaks evil against the law and judges the law. But if you judge the law, 

you are not a doer of the law but a judge. [12] There is one lawgiver and judge, he who is 

able to save and to destroy. But who are you that you judge your neighbor? 

Almighty God, your grace is poured into our hearts as our lives are joined to Christ and by the 

work of your Spirit in us. Speak your word to us today, that we may not be fearful, but eagerly 

put your gifts to work, and so enter the joy you have prepared in our Lord Jesus. Amen. 

  

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JAMES - IV 

STASIS 

  

Stasis is a state of stability, in which all forces are equal and opposing, therefore they cancel 

out each other.  They stand in a creative tension to nullify each other.   For example, our 

bodies are constantly seeking balance between health and disease in order to bring us to a 

higher level of vitality.  The outcome is a state of punctuated equilibrium. It is a condition of 
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balance among various forces. In the Greek – it literally means, a state of standing, or, to 

make a stand.  Stasis implies balance; evenness; self-composure, dignity. 

  

The gospel according to James rightly says.  Anyone whose understanding comes from God, 

who fathoms the ways of purity, peace, gentleness, reason, mercy, certainty, and sincerity 

knows goodness and fulfillment in life. They yield a harvest of righteousness...  This is stasis. 

  

One of my favorite writers is a psychiatrist named M. Scott Peck.  In one of his books, A WORLD 

WAITING TO BE BORNhe continues his fine tradition of writing about important facets of society, 

spirituality and how Christians must integrate the two.  At the end of the first chapter, he offers a 

most provocative thought.  "It seems we may live in a society that has almost forgotten the 

glory of what it means to be human.  We are in need of healing."[1]  In a word, he suggests we 

have fallen out of stasis. 

  

Our culture increasingly exhibits a mean streak in the way human beings deal with each other, 

and rewards it.  These days we embrace elimination over inclusion, (bachelor, survivor, the 

apprentice…) Somehow, it seems, we admirethe aggressive and the extreme. 

  

Metal detectors have been placed in schools to keep weapons out; places of worship have 

become killing fields,universities insist on speech and behavior codes to stem the tide of 

hatred and disrespect; bullying has become epidemic. You go to a sporting event and 

rather than watching good sports in quality competition brawls breakout between rival 

teams or fans.  While he is off the air now, Did you realize that the Jerry Springer Show was 

one of the most popular shows on television. 

  

We need to move beyond the lowlands of caustic controversy, incendiary rhetoric and the 

pernicious poison that is rooted in rancor, enmity, vilification, defamation, 

dehumanization that is getting the human race out of sync with stasis. 

  

In his commencement speech at Johns Hopkins several years ago, William Brody, college 

president, suggested that, in addition to an IQ, each of us has a CQ, a civility quotient, 

which he said is, "the measure that indicates not where your journey will take you, but rather, 

what kind of voyage you'll have along the way." 

  

Civilité 

The root for the word civility comes from the Latin, civitis "civilis," meaning "of the people,” 

from which we get our word civilization. In early use the term denoted the state of orderly 

behavior.  Civility is what enables us to co-exist as people together occupying the same 

neighborhood or the same elevator or the same planet. 

  

John Buchanan, former pastor of Fourth Presbyterian Church in Chicago and former 

Moderator of the denomination has written of the ways Jesus Christ serves as the model of 

civility.  Buchanan writes: 

  

Jesus himself modeled a life of civility.  He cared deeply about the welfare of the 

human beings around him in a time and place where life was short and often 

brutal.  He...accept[ed] at face value all the men and women he encountered, and 

in his personal graciousness swept aside the accumulation of prejudice and religious 

https://mail.google.com/mail/ca/u/0/#m_610742622500499087__edn1


exclusiveness of his culture...treat[ed] with compassion all the people who came to 

him...extend[ed] respect and simple kindness to the little children, to the elderly, to 

the sick and the poor and the discouraged.  There was...as much compelling power 

about...his civility as in the intellectual truth of his teaching.  He showed the world...an 

"infinite courtesy.[2]  

Conclusion 

While one can define civility as "consciously motivated organizational behavior in submission to 

a Higher Power". It is up to us individually and collectively to embody and express these 

definitions because civility is hardly the only way to live, but it is the only way that is 

worthwhile.   It is the only way to find stasis.   Which brings to mind an old expression: Say what 

you mean, mean what you say, but don’t say it mean.  

As we come to come to the end of the liturgical year moving from cycle to cyle on this Sunday 

known as Christ the King, or The Reign of Christ Sunday, may we sense anew the call to 

civility.  Let it be made manifest in random acts of kindness bringing order out of the chaos, 

conflict and confusion which has become all too familiar to us.  Let us hear the word our Lord 

has to speak to each one of us individually and so find encouragement for the word that we 

must speak to each other in order to keep faith with Him.  Let us sense anew his sacrificial love 

as revealed on the cross, so that we find renewed strength for our actions in His service.  Let us 

affirm anew the hope that God in Christ holds out for us even when we have given up on 

ourselves or others have given up on us.  Now is the time to renew the image of God we carry 

in our souls – and be nourished and fed and find stasis. 

  

Closing Prayer  

  

Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace. Where there is hatred, let me sow love; Where 

there is injury, pardon; Where there is doubt, faith; Where there is despair, hope; Where there 

is darkness, light; Where there is sadness, joy. O divine Master, grant that I may not so much 

seek To be consoled as to console, To be understood as to understand, To be loved as to 

love; For it is in giving that we receive; It is in pardoning that we are pardoned; It is in dying to 

self that we are born to eternal life. 

 

 

 
[1]M. Scott Peck, A World Waiting to Be Born (New York: Bantam Books, 1993). p.6. 
[2] From a sermon preached at Fourth Presbyterian Church, Chicago, IL, May 12, 1996. 
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