
 

 

 

TRUSTING GOD WITH CHANGE 
 

November 5, 2017 

8:30 and 10:00am Worship 

 Celebration Sunday 
 Communion 
 Remembering our Saints (those who entered God’s 
 Kingdom from our fellowship in the past year) 
 Complimentary Luncheon for All 
 Dedicating our Participation Cards 
 Extra Hour of Sleep (Daylight Savings Time Ends) 

November 5 is our Celebration Sunday, a time for us to reflect on 
those who have gone before us and the legacy of faith they have 
given. 
 

Please turn in your completed 2018 Participation Cards that day. If you haven’t received one 
for your family in the mail, there is one included in this newsletter and others will be available 
at the church. We hope that everyone will participate, even if you are still determining the 
level of participation you intend to make for 2018. The cards provide an opportunity for you 
to make a commitment to God for some change, whether that be personally, financially, or 
for this particular body of Christ. The latter could look like participating in a particular minis-
try. Children are encouraged to participate too in filling out the cards.   
 

You can use our church website for 2018 commitments as well. On the opening home page of 
www.pittsfordpres.org you will see a tab for “Giving” on the upper right side. By clicking on it, 
you can make 2018 commitments electronically.  Jackie DiStefano, our Financial Administra-
tor, can answer your questions or take information over the phone or via email. She is in the 
church office on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays.  The office number is (585) 586-5688 
and her email address is Jackie.DiStefano@pittsfordpres.org. Jackie’s membership records are 
confidential and not available to other staff or officers. 
 

Please come on November 5 and join with the congregation in worship. In God’s eyes, we are 
all blessed children of God.   

The Good News  
November 2017 

 

For the members and friends of the First Presbyterian Church of Pittsford 

 

http://www.pittsfordpres.org
mailto:Jackie.DiStefano@pittsfordpres.org


 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My heart is filled with delight, elation, gratitude and some healthy trepidation in looking for-

ward to serving alongside you in this time of transition. I have learned quite a bit about you, 

and you will learn more about me over the coming months. In the meantime, I’ve been in-

vited to share a wee little bit by way of introduction: 

I am a cradle Presbyterian and third generation church professional. Over the course of 37 

years of ordained ministry I have served three long-term pastorates which have included 

service to Presbyteries, the General Assembly, and time in the mission field. Several years pri-

or to ordination were filled with program and administrative roles in summer camps. 

Growing up on and around the Great Lakes, our entire household revels in all aspects of the 

shoreline and anything that takes us in - (swimming); on – (boating/sailing/sailboarding/

kayaking); under -(SCUBA) or by (beach life, bonfires, sunsets) the water. We are avid alpine 

skiers and love to enjoy the beauty and wonder of God’s handiwork. My spouse Jeanne is 

an early elementary school educator and a potter. I like to make saw dust. We have three 

daughters. Our eldest, Jenneke (Dutch for Jennifer – Jenn-eh-kah), is out making her way in 

the world living in Holland, MI. Justyne and Jaime are both students at Alma College. All of 

us work full-time for our diva-golden retriever dog – Jaelah. We are inveterate travelers and 

love adventure. Our household (even though you will be seeing mainly me) could not be 

more thrilled with the opportunity to be part of your journey in Pittsford.  

Walking with God is a wonderful adventure, one which is full of serendipities, surprises, and 

good gifts. I am looking forward to all of those things in covenant with you as your Interim 

Pastor. By definition, that means our time together will be limited to this time of transition. 

During that time, we will be busy with all aspects of our Lord’s work, witness, mission, and 

ministry. In addition, we will be intentionally looking into our heritage, our current context, 

ways we do ministry, our connections to the larger church, imagining the future, and com-

mitting to new directions in ministry.   

I look forward to living the adventure together in dedicated effort, playful times, prayerful 

moments punctuated by healthy doses of good humor.  Let’s have fun doing this begin-

ning November 15.            

         Yours in faith, Jeffrey D. Weenink 



 

 

Thanksgiving Dinner Prayer 
Heavenly Father, on Thanksgiving Day 

We bow our hearts to You and pray. 

We give You thanks for all You’ve done 

Especially for the gift of Jesus, Your Son. 

For beauty in nature, Your glory we see 

For joy and health, friends and family, 

For daily provision, Your mercy and care 

These are the blessings You graciously share. 

So today we offer this response of praise 

With a promise to follow You all of our days. 

Amen. 

Gracious Lord God 

We thank you for food and remember the 

hungry. 

We thank you for health and remember the 

sick. 

We thank you for friends and remember the 

friendless. 

We thank you for freedom and remember 

the oppressed. 

May these remembrances stir us to service. 

That your gifts to us may be used for others. 

Amen. 

NOVEMBER – A Month of Thanksgiving 
Wednesday, November 1 All Saints Day 

Sunday, November 5  Trusting God with Change 
     Communion      
     Dedicate Participation Cards 
     Necrology – remembering those who entered heaven from 
     our fellowship 
     Daylight Savings Time Ends 

Saturday, November 11  Veterans Day 

Sunday, November 12  Congregational Meeting – Election of Officers  

Sunday, November 19  Our Children Participate in Worship 

Thursday, November 23  THANKSGIVING  

Thanksgiving Song Lyrics   
Grateful for each hand we hold 

Gathered round this table. 

From far and near we travel home, 

Blessed that we are able. 

Grateful for this sheltered place 

With light in every window, 

Saying welcome, welcome, share this feast 

Come in away from sorrow. 

Father, mother, daughter, son, 

Neighbor, friend and friendless; 

All together everyone in the gift of loving-

kindness. 

Grateful for what’s understood, 

And all that is forgiven; 

We try so hard to be good, 

To lead a life worth living. 

Father, mother, daughter, son, 

Neighbor, friend, and friendless; 

All together everyone, let grateful days be end-

less. 

Grateful for each hand we hold 

Gathered round this table. 

   Mary Chapin Carpenter  



 

 

Treasurer’s Report 
Thanks to the generosity of our members, the church’s financial condition remains strong. 

Pledge receipts are running ahead of budget as some members have accelerated their 

2017 commitments. Meanwhile, unpledged gifts are running $13,000 ahead of budget, and 

per capita contributions are 30% above last year. Salary expenses are below budget as we 

had conservatively budgeted an Interim Pastor called by September 1. Assuming normal 

year-end giving patterns we expect to finish the year with a lower level of Endowment fund-

ing than planned.  

“Thank You” from the Penny Pincher People  

Kay Saxum, Janette Henderson and Liz Mehalso would like to thank the congregation for 

their wonderful support of Presbyterian Women’s annual sale. Over 60 members worked on 

the sale, and countless others donated and shopped. This is our major fundraiser to contin-

ue our mission work around the world, in the USA, and in our own backyard. Many thanks! 

Lectionary for November  

Nov. 1—All Saints’  

Day           

Revelation 7:9–17           

Psalm 34:1–10, 22                                    

1John 3:1–3               

Matthew 5:1–12    

Nov. 5—22nd Sunday  

after Pentecost          

Joshua 3:7–17             

Psalm 107:1–7, 33–37           

1 Thessalonians 2:9–13  

Matthew 23:1–12  

Nov. 12—23rd Sunday  

after Pentecost 

Joshua 24:1–3a, 14–25  

Psalm 78:1–7  

1 Thessalonians 4:13–18  

Matthew 25:1–13  

Nov. 19—24th Sunday  

after Pentecost 

Judges 4:1–7  

Psalm 123  

1 Thessalonians 5:1–11 

Matthew 25:14–30  

Nov. 26—Christ the 

King/Reign of 

Christ 

Ezekiel 34:11–16, 

20–24  

Psalm 100 or Psalm 

95:1–7a  

Ephesians 1:15–23 

Matthew 25:31–46  

Save the Date of December 17 at 5 pm  

for the Ham Supper   

Our Deacons invite you to a sumptuous feast in our Fel-

lowship Hall followed by a Carol Sing in the Sanctu-

ary. Tickets will be available after Sunday worship starting 

December 3. Adults are $8 and Children are $3 with a 

family cap of $20. Tickets can also be purchased during 

the week in the Office. The menu will include ham (with 

our chef’s signature cranberry sauce!), scalloped pota-

toes, carrots, peas, and an assortment of delicious home-made cookies. You won’t want to 

miss this excellent fellowship event. Spaces go quickly so buy your ticket(s) soon! 

African Dinner to support Kenyan mission trip 

On Sunday, November 19, at 5 pm in Fellowship Hall we will be serving authentic African 

food that is also served at the In Step orphanage. There is no charge for dinner but we will 

be collecting a goodwill offering to help offset the cost of our two trips in 2018. Sign up in 

fellowship hall or call Dan Traina at 585-208-6839. 

tel:585-208-6839


 

 

RAIHN - Rochester Area Interfaith Hospitality Network - an affiliate of Family 

Promise 

RAIHN is a program which provides overnight housing for 

homeless families in faith communities. The families spend 

days at a Day Center where social work services are 

available to help them get back on their feet. As a host 

congregation, First Presbyterian Church provides an 

evening meal and a safe place to sleep, for one week at 

a time, four times each year. With only a small number of 

paid employees, the RAIHN program is mainly run by vol-

unteers. Christ Episcopal Church and St. Paul’s Lutheran 

Church here in Pittsford are support congregations and 

help by providing volunteers here at First Pres. 

RAIHN has just recently moved to a new Day 

Center, which is located at 142 Webster Avenue 

in Rochester. Renovations have been underway 

all summer! Volunteers have helped put up dry 

wall, paint, and make repairs. New carpeting 

has been installed. And individual rooms are 

now available for families to store their belong-

ings while in the program and to relax in a quiet 

spot. 

To help with the renovations, RAIHN has offered 

the opportunity to adopt an individual room 

within the Day Center. And Pittsford Pres has 

“adopted” one of the guest rooms! This has en-

tailed thinking about what aesthetics are important to the room, donating funds to buy fur-

nishings, choosing some items to go into the room, and also providing the labor to get the 

room ready for RAIHN families (i.e. painting, hanging pictures, arranging furniture). There will 

be a plaque in the room indicating that our church has adopted that particular room. 

A big thank you to all who donated money or 

spent volunteer time helping with the renova-

tion. So thanks to Presbyterian Women, Out-

reach Committee, Girl Scout Troop # 60418, 

Dan Traina, Laura Bachmann and family, Joan 

Brown, Jeff Steele, Bill Smith, and Barbara Smith. 

And of course thanks also to any of you who 

helped but may have been overlooked on this 

list. 

MORE VOLUNTEERS ARE ALWAYS NEEDED! If any-

one is interested in learning more about RAIHN 

or in becoming a volunteer, contact Barbara 

Smith (cell 746-0754) or (email barbar-

absmith13@gmail.com). A volunteer training will be held right here at Pittsford Pres on Octo-

ber 26, at 6:30pm. This will be taught by Jen Canning, Coordinator of Volunteer Services at 

RAIHN. Please let her know that you will attend by emailing her at coordinator@raihn.org 



 

 

Optimists 
 

November 10 at 5:30pm: Bill Smith – Finger Lakes Boating Museum 

Imagine you are a guest of Alfred Vanderbilt and Margaret Emerson bringing your trunks of clothes 

for a week at the Great Camp in 1897. Sixty servants from the house move your "things" from the 

train in Inlet, NY. By carriage, wagon, and wood Adirondack canoe your precious clothes and jew-

els are hauled so you can "rough it" in the wilderness. Don't tip the canoe! 
 

In 1996 a small group of dedicated antique boating enthusiasts, motivated in part by a common 

concern over the rapidly dwindling population of locally-built wooden boats, committed to estab-

lishing a museum that would preserve the boating heritage of the Finger Lakes Region of New York 

State. The museum founders, all active in the "antique boat world," felt that a museum focusing on 

the impact that recreational and commercial boating had on the development of the lakes and 

tourism in the Finger Lakes Region would increase appreciation and awareness as well as help pre-

serve these vintage craft. Come hear from our Bill Smith how this wonderful Museum is the place to 

bring curious grandchildren and grumpy in-laws to discover the beauty and love of Wooden 

Boats. 
 

Tickets are $13 and available in Fellowship Hall on two Sundays before the event, starting October 

29. Please plan ahead as we must give an accurate count to our caterer (Monte Christo Casse-

role, butternut squash, green bean casserole). Bring your own table service and donate a paper 

product for the Pittsford Food Cupboard. All are welcome. 

Deacon Events – Anybody is Always Welcome to Attend! 
 

- Saturday, October 21, at 10 am - Hiking Club - Meet at church and car pool to Mendon Ponds for 

an easy 2 miles hike (about 1 hour). Sign up in fellowship hall with your email included. In case of 

bad weather, we will send an email with alternative plans. 

- Saturday, October 21, at 7 pm - Game Night –  Fellowship Hall – Euchre and board games. All are 

welcome! 

- Tuesday, October 24, 7:15 pm - Eastman School of Music Saxology concert at Kilbourn Hall. Meet in 

church narthex and car pool to hear this free concert. 

- Sunday, November 19, at 5 pm – Cooking Club will be helping with African Dinner Fundraiser. The 

mission trips to Kenya to Support In Step orphanage will be having a dinner to raise funds for our two 

trips in 2018. 
 

Sign up in Fellowship Hall or call Dan Traina at 208-6839. 

Mission trips 2017-2018 
 

PDA Disaster Relief - Hurricane Irma Trip to South Carolina 

We will be driving down to S. Carolina to assist with flood relief. Departing Sunday, October 29, and 

returning Saturday, November 4, 2017. Cost is $50. Contact Dan Traina 208-6839 to sign up and for 

more details. 
 

PDA Disaster Relief - Hurricane Harvey Trip to Houston 

Flying down to Texas to assist in flood relief. Departing around January 1 and returning January 8, 

2018. Cost is roundtrip airfare (about $400). See Ron Pollock 455-000 for more info. 
 

Kenya, Africa Trip - Dental team and building team 

We will be paving a roadway to help wheelchair children get to school. We are also bringing a 

dental team. Departing Friday, February 16, 2018 and returning Tuesday, February 27, 2018 (Some 

may stay longer for safari.) Cost is $1,500 for airfare and work permits. See Dan Harrison or Dan 

Traina to sign up or for more info. 
 

Kenya Trip - Summer 2018 - dates to be determined 

Also a dental and building trip. See Ron Pollock to sign up. Cost to be determined based on flight 

prices. 



 

 

Upcoming Youth Events—Fall is officially underway!!

Make sure you know about these upcoming events!! 

Youth Spooky SOSO—October 29 from 6pm-8:30pm @ Church 

SOSO—November 5 & 19 from 7pm-8:30pm @ Church 

LOGOS—October 18, 25, November 1, 8, 15, 29 from 4pm-7pm 

Moonlight Corn Maze—October 21 from 5pm-9pm @ Long Acre Farms 

Mission Birthday Bags—October 22 from 12pm-3pm 

Youth Movie Trip—November 4 from 1pm-4pm @ Pittsford Cinemas 

Remember! Please let Tyler know of all upcoming events our 

youth are in. Be it different sports games, musicals, dramas or 

any kind of performances! We would love to come and support 

our youth by coming, or even getting a group together to come 

and support them! 

Join the youth as we 

attend a screening of 

the latest Thor movie! 

November 4 at 1pm! 

Some of our wonderful youth having some great 

discussions during LOGOS!! 

Make sure to keep an eye out for the 

upcoming SOUP SALE on November 4!  

We will have all sorts of flavors and we 

can’t wait to share them with you! All 

funds raised will go towards our mis-

sion trips this year!! 



 

 

Christ ian 

Education  

Upcoming Events 

Men’s Prayer            

Breakfast  

11/5 

7:00 am 

Optimists          11/10 

5:30 pm 

Anthony Circle 11/9 

10:00 am 

Naomi Circle    11/20 

12:30 pm 

Eve Circle 11/27 

12:30 pm 

Not so Basic Bible 

study 

Mondays 

7:30 pm 

Prayer Support 

Group 

Mondays 

11:00 am 

Web Book Club 11/8 

2:00 pm 

Bible Study Weds. 

7:15 pm 

Men’s Ecumenical 

Group 

Thursdays 

7:15 am 

Adult Study Sundays 

9:45 am 

Children’s Advent Calendars 

Again this year we are happy to have available Children’s Advent Calendars. 
These calendars lead children through all 24 days of the Advent season. They 
will also mirror the large wooden calendar that will be used during Worship. 

One calendar will be made for each family with children. Others can reserve a 
copy by contacting Craig in the office. They will start to be available the Sun-
day before Thanksgiving and during the Advent Brunch. 

Advent Preparation Brunch 

This year the Advent preparation brunch will be held 
December 3 right after the second worship service. 
There will be delicious treats, craft activities for kids 
and adults, and many laughs with your First Presby-
terian Family. We invite you to stay after worship 
and fellowship with us. 

Christmas Pageant Participants needed 

This year we will be presenting the children’s Christmas pageant on 
Christmas eve at the 4:30 pm service. To prepare, children will be 
practicing on Sunday mornings in December. Please let Christian Ed-
ucation Committee, Jen Lake, Andrea Wright, or Craig Kunkle know 
of your willingness to participate. Planning has begun and we would 
like everyone who is interested to have a role. 

A Hitchhiker’s Guide to Reformed Faith 

Next topic on November 1:  

Make sure your towel is bigger than your ego. 

No matter how confident you currently are in your under-

standing of our faith, you will learn something new. This 

class will meet on the first Sunday of the month, October 

2017 through June 2018, at 11:45 am in room 201. 

Childcare will be provided upon request. 

It Was NOT ‘The Dark Ages’!! 
Medieval Christianity from the Fall of Rome to the Dawn of the Reformation 

Sundays 11:45 in room 201 Rev. Roderic P. Frohman 

Class # 4 – November 12 - The Forge of Christendom: 1000-1200 AD 

The strange and convulsive transition at the end of the first millennium of Christianity: Second Com-

ings, Comets, Canossa, Crusades, Climatic Anomalies and a Conquering William. 

Class # 5 - November 19 - Thomas Aquinas and the High Middle Ages: 1200 to 1300 

Castles, Cathedrals, Knights, Universities, the Magna Carta and Marco Polo. 

Class # 6 - December 10 - The Darkness Before Dawn: 1300 to 1415 

Famine, three competing Popes, the Bubonic Plague, gunpowder, the Renaissance begins, Chaucer, 

Wycliffe and Jan Hus. 



 

 

News from the Nursery School 
 

Fall is in full bloom here at the preschool, our classrooms 

are overflowing with pumpkins, gourds, colored leaves 

and apples. The children are enjoying these as well as 

our paint easels, sensory tables and fine motor games.  

Our families got to know each other better at our Fall 

gathering, fundraising T Shirts are coming; we have set 

up farmers markets in the classrooms and are working on our Square One Art Projects.  We al-

so sold many beautiful mums for our parent’s front steps and yards.  We will also be visited by 

Nate the Firefighter and visit the Pittsford Fire Department. In the month of November we col-

lect food for the Pittsford Food Cupboard.  At the end of the month, right before our Thanks-

giving Break, we have a feast!  We have much to be thankful for.  I wish all of you a wonderful 

Thanksgiving! Thank you for your continued support!      

       Teresa Zatyko, Director Pittsford Nursery School 

Anthony Circle 
 

On Thursday, November 9, at 10 am in the Fellowship Hall Lisa Syed will give a 

presentation on Thermography and women's breast health. All women of the 

church are invited.  

Lisa is trained as a Clinical Thermographic Technician (CTT) who has followed the 

development of Digital Infrared Thermographic Imaging (DITI) closely over the 

past 15 years. Her mission is to save women’s lives through early breast cancer 

detection and educate women on how to be proactive in preventing breast 

cancer. 

What is Thermography? Thermography, also known as Digital Thermal Imaging, uses infrared tech-

nology to show patterns of heat emissions on the surface of the skin. Cancer risk is determined 

based on the scientific fact that increased blood flow precedes abnormal cell growth. Thermal 

imaging is used for Risk Assessment and Evaluation, Adjunctive Diagnostic Information, Prognostic 

Indication, and Treatment Monitoring.  

There are two applications of Thermography: Cranial/Dental/Thyroid Scanning & Upper/Lower/Full 

Body Scanning and Breast Thermography as a Breast Cancer Risk Assessment. No compression, no 

radiation, no pain – come learn more about thermography as a proactive tool for monitoring your 

breast health! 

Poinsettia Dedications 
 

Poinsettia Dedications will be available in the Fellowship Hall on Sundays, November 

19 and 26 and December 3 and 10 after both services. Dedications may also be 

mailed to the church (attn.: Poinsettia Dedications) until December 15. Plants will be 

$8. Please make checks out to the church. If there are any questions, please con-

tact Norma Ryther at 385.6952. 

Eve Circle 
 

Eve Circle will meet Monday, October 23, at 12:30 pm in the church library. We will begin discussing 

Rising Strong by Brené Brown. Please read the introduction and chapters 1 and 2 in preparation. 



 

 

WEB Club 

The Wednesday Book Club  will meet on November 8 from 2-4 pm in the church library. All 

are invited to attend whether you have read the book or not. Please contact Tim Smith  at 

586-5735 for additional information on this month's selection. 
 

The Storied Life of A.J. Fikry: A Novel by Gabrielle Zevin. Discussion led by TIm Smith. 
 

Funny, tender, and moving, The Storied Life of A. J. Fikry reminds us all exactly why we read 

and why we love. A.J. Fikry’s life is not at all what he expected it to be. He lives alone, his 

bookstore is experiencing the worst sales in its history, and now his prized possession, a rare 

collection of Poe poems, has been stolen. But when a mysterious package appears at the 

bookstore, its unexpected arrival gives Fikry the chance to make his life over—and see eve-

rything anew.  
 

“This novel has humor, romance, a touch of suspense, but most of all love—love of books 

and bookish people and, really, all of humanity in its imperfect glory.”  - Eowyn Ivey, author 

of The Snow Child. 

Thanksgiving Pie Sale to Benefit HIP 

In 2001 our church was one of the founders of the "Habitat Interfaith Partnership" (HIP) coa-

lition formed to build a home every 3 years in the inner city of Rochester with Flower City 

Habitat for Humanity. The coalition is made up of four Pittsford 

churches (First Presbyterian, St. Louis, St. Paul's, and Christ Epis-

copal), Temple Sinai, The Islamic Center, Pittsford Rotary Club, 

and the Pittsford-Mendon High School Habitat for Humanity 

Club. In 2016 we completed our 6th house and are in the pro-

cess of planning for our 7th house in 2019. 

In order to build a house we need to collectively raise $65,000 

every three years as well as supply sweat equity to physically 

help build the house. Our church, through the Outreach 

Committee, pledges a minimum of $12,000 for each build. We raise money both within our 

churches and together as a coalition (these are separate accounts). 

One of our HIP coalition fundraisers is our annual pie sale for delivery the Tuesday before 

Thanksgiving, Nov. 21. The pies are baked fresh by Kelly's Farm Market in Hilton and weigh 

approximately 4 1/2 lbs. They also freeze well so you can plan ahead for gift giving or 

Christmas Dinner. A table for ordering pies will be in the Fellowship Hall between services 

and following the 10 am service on Oct. 15, 22, 29, and Nov. 5 will be the last day for or-
ders. 

Naomi Circle 

Plan to attend Naomi Circle's next meeting on Monday, November 20, at 12:30 pm, upstairs 

in room 200. Don't forget your lunch and mug. Dessert and coffee/tea will be sup-

plied. After lunch and business meeting, our own Ed Hediger will present a travel log of cen-

tral Switzerland, focusing on the very COLORFUL Catholic Church annual celebration of 

Corpus Christi. (2:00) 

Non-members are always welcome! 
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First Presbyterian Church 

 21 Church Street, Pittsford, NY 14534 

Phone 585 586-5688, Fax # 586-8090 

E-mail connect@pittsfordpres.org 

Web page www.pittsfordpres.org 
 

Worship With Us 

 Please join us for Sunday morning  

worship.   

   Worship Services: 8:30 & 10:00 am 

    Communion is offered on the  

first Sunday of each month. 
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